PARCELS FROM PARADISE
NOVEMBER 2013
Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Public Workshop for New Home Development Neal Communities will discuss their development
plans for properties located south of Laurel Road and north of Border Road at a public workshop to be
held on Monday, December 16 at 5:30pm at the Venetian River Club. These properties, commonly
known as the Laurel Lakes property and the VICA property, are located on each side and adjacent to
the new Jacaranda Blvd. extension. Neal Communities presently estimates about 1,000 homes will be
constructed on approximately 577 acres. If you can’t attend the December 16 workshop, an earlier
meeting will be held at the Venice Chamber of Commerce, located at 597 Tamiami Trail S in Venice, on
December 11 at 5:30pm. Discussions at this earlier meeting will be limited to the VICA property.
•New River Club Controlled Access System The River Center Fitness Center is taking pictures and
applications from all homeowners in anticipation of the introduction of the new controlled access
system for the pool and fitness areas. This FOB/key card system assures that only residents (or their
guests who sign a waiver) will gain admittance to these areas. If you have not had your picture taken,
please go to the Fitness Office when they are open. A start date for this system has not been set.
•New Resident Orientation with the General Manager These orientations are held on the first
Tuesday of every month at 9am on an ongoing basis. It is hoped that these sessions will provide
answers to the questions our newest residents may have about the River Club, Golf Club and other
community organizations. To sign up for the next orientation, please call (941) 441-2267.
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•You Need a Scorecard To Tell The Players New restaurants are sprouting everywhere in Venice.
The owners of the popular Sandtrap are opening a second restaurant called The Pavilion Grills
featuring both steaks and Thai food. It will occupy the previous home of the Left Coast Seafood
Company. The Left Coast Seafood Company moved south on 41 near Albee Farm Rd. to take over the
previous site of a restaurant. Next door, another Mexican restaurant occupies the previous location of
a former Irish place. And downtown, Made in Italy has expanded by opening a lighter fare next door.
Down the street across from the Daquiri Deck, another Italian restaurant, Ristorante San Marco, will
open soon. Cassariano has moved to a new location on Venice Ave. Get in line for the season.
•Bite of the Apple For those Mac lovers, there is good news. An Apple Store is coming to Sarasota at
the new mall being built on University Parkway at I-75.
•Holiday Parade The annual Venice Holiday Parade is scheduled for Saturday, November 30 at 7pm
in downtown Venice. This is a very festive beginning to the holiday season and if you have grandkids
in town, there is no better place to take them. Don’t forget to bring your own lawn chair, but be aware
that claiming a place to sit before the parade is an experience in itself. Also, an Arts and Crafts Show is
being held at the Venice Community Center on December 13 (11am-6pm) and 14 (10am-3pm).
•We Don’t Want To Be Like Scrooge but… If you moved into the Venetian recently and had a house
up north with 300 holiday lights, a blow up doll of Rudolph in the front yard and Santa on the roof, you
might want to check with Property Manager Dave Liston at 441-1813 as to what is permitted at the
Venetian when it comes to holiday decorations.
•Making Progress The 2014 membership drive for the VGRCCA has started off very well. If you pay
your dues prior to January 1, it will only cost $30.00. Your membership helps our organization gain
strength to be vigilant on activities outside the gate and to lobby for what is in the best interests of
Venetian residents. Go to www.vgrcca.us and click on “Membership”. You can also mail in the
membership form on page 5. Please do it today. We also invite you to our meetings of the Board of
Directors, and the next meeting will be Monday, December 16 at 4 pm at the River Club.
•New Treasurer The VGRCCA has a new treasurer, recently naming resident Fred Baughman. Fred
brings a wealth of professional financial experience and is a welcome addition to the board.
•New Publix Shopping Center Additions Slowly the Plaza Venezia shopping area at Pinebrook and
Laurel Roads is taking shape. A new dry cleaner, the Purity, is open and is giving 50 percent off
through the month of November. A nail salon should be in place soon. The latest news is that a beauty
salon and a veterinarian office have been signed as future tenants.
•Update: Portofino Project at Laurel Rd. & Knights Trail The City of Venice Planning Commission
will soon have before them a discussion of the proposed Portofino Project, a 50 acre commercial mixed
use land development at the northeast corner of Laurel Road and Knights Trail Road. This is the first
of many steps that will be part of an approval process outlined by the City, and residents will have
several opportunities to attend hearings and provide input.
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Portofino Project – continued:
The next step in the process is a presentation by the developer to the City Planning Commission, and
they hope to hold a hearing on this project as early as Tuesday, December 17. Please check the City
website at www.venicegov.com for updates on the date and time for this hearing.
The VGRCCA has previously provided some information on the Portofino Project in past editions of
Parcels. As the project has unfolded and more details have become known, we wanted to update
Venetian residents on the history and status of the Portofino Project in this edition:
John Peshkin, managing partner and founder of Vanguard Land, LLC and a well-recognized developer,
is proposing the project. Vanguard Land’s most recent efforts have been in the North Venice-Nokomis
area, and they are involved in the build out of neighboring Willow Chase as well as a new residential
development at Laurel Road and Knights Trail called Toscana Isles, a 1,700 unit gated residential
community which will border the Portofino Project on the north and east.
Some months ago, Mr. Peshkin held a Public Workshop for Venetian, Willow Chase and other residents
in the area outlining his plans for the Portofino Project commercial mixed-use development. Later he
made individual presentations to the POA, the VGRCCA and the VCDD Boards. These hour-long
meetings provided opportunities for questions and feedback.
Mr. Peshkin established an advisory committee on which both the Willow Chase and the Venetian
communities are represented. The POA’s Peter Phillips, the VCDD’s Jerry Jasper and the VGRCCA’s
Carol Barbieri participate in these meetings, representing their respective organizations. At these
sessions, Mr. Peshkin has provided the opportunity for the committee members to comment on
project information and updates and to respond to concerns they may have or that may have been
expressed by their respective Boards. Examples of such concerns were (1) the insignificant size of the
entry feature at the intersection of Laurel and Knight Trail Roads and (2) additional traffic on Laurel
Road. In turn, the developer has agreed to increase the size of the entry feature and to expand a
portion of Laurel Road to 4 lanes east of the Portofino Project when a certain milestone is reached,
even if not required by the mandatory traffic studies. The Advisory Committee and Mr. Peshkin have
discussed numerous issues including traffic, lighting, buffering, parking, open space, landscaping,
architecture, hours of operation, signage, and other features. That said, the advisory committee is just
that and all final decisions as to content of the rezoning application remain with the developer.
It is too early in the process to determine what tenants might occupy the center. What is known is that
Mr. Peshkin’s plan is to include both small and large retailers, general commercial, and residential
housing. The proposed zoning for this site could include such tenants as a library, office space, a movie
theater, restaurants, athletic club, antique stores and other similar type commercial activities. Mr.
Peshkin is also seeking approval from the City for two big box stores which he explains will serve as a
magnet for both additional tenants as well as a thriving shopping area.
In September 2013, Mr. Peshkin submitted his rezoning application to the City of Venice. The City’s
planning staff responded with some 76 concerns or issues. Many of these points are details relating to
City Land Development codes and Comprehensive Plan policies. Subsequently, Mr. Peshkin has
responded at least in part to the 76 issues raised by the staff. In all instances, the developer must meet
City standards and codes unless modified by the City Council.
The decision of the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the City Council for final action, where
approval, approval with changes, or denial will be determined. The hearings held by the Planning
Commission and City Council are open and posted along with their agendas on the City’s web site.
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SUMMARY: Parcels will attempt to keep you abreast of any new developments related to this project,
depending on our publication schedule. We suggest you monitor this subject on the City’s web site at
www.venicegov.com At the home page, click on “Meetings” and then “2013 Meetings-Granicus”. That
lists all City Council and Planning Commission meetings, and as it gets close to the meeting date, a full
agenda and copies of the presentations to be made at that particular meeting is provided.
As with all articles in Parcels, your comments, questions and feedback are welcome. Just click
“REPLY” to this e-mail and tell us what you think.

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Nov. 25 – VCDD board meeting – 1:30 pm www.vcdd.org
Dec. 9 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
Dec. 10 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com

Dec. 16 – VGRCCA board meeting – 4pm www.vgrcca.us
Dec. 18 – POA Rules Committee – 3:30 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)

This meeting for all POA members is held at Laurel-Nokomis School:
Dec. 10 – POA annual meeting & election – 6pm

Membership form follows on Page 5.
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dliston@castlegroup.com

2014 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership
Term

Membership Cost
Membership Cost
( Prior to 12/31/13) (After 12/31/13)

___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

$ 30.00
$ 55.00
$ 75.00

$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

