PARCELS FROM PARADISE
June 2014
Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Building Continues It appears that houses cannot be built fast enough at the Venetian. Below is an
aerial view of one of the four WCI construction sites here. Can you pick out your home?
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•Hurricane Preparation The VGRCCA is doing some homework on hurricane preparation at the
Venetian. Recently a meeting was held with representatives of the Venice Police and Fire Departments,
Dan Callendar (Golf Club), Josh Grant (River Club), Kareen Richards (Rizzetta Property Management),
and David Liston (Castle Management). A great deal was learned at this meeting (photo below).

If a hurricane warning is posted and winds reach 45 mph, the Venice police and fire departments go
into emergency mode and only respond to high priority calls. At the Venetian, all buildings will be
prepared for the storm and hurricane procedures will be in effect. At sustained winds of 35 mph, all
management and employees, including the privacy staff at the gate, will be sent home.
There was clarification regarding the use of the Golf Club cart barn as a designated shelter. The Golf
Club including the cart barn will not be used as a shelter and will be secured.
Both Castle and Rizzetta Management companies have post-hurricane response plans. However, both
police and fire departments stated that if roads are closed, communication is down, and or if there is
damage where the property managers live, residents would basically be on our own.
The VGRCCA realizes that there is a gap between the time a hurricane hits and when the management
team is on the scene. It may be 24 hours or possibly several days. Police and fire department will focus
on their priority areas, which they indicated would most likely be the Island and mobile home parks.
Therefore, the VGRCCA in concert with local safety officials is looking into forming a response team to
deal with a hurricane aftermath that impacts the Venetian. We will update residents regarding the
possible implementation of such a plan.
Finally, for those who are away for the season ( i.e. “snowbirds”, absentee renters), you can do your
part from afar. One of the comments that both police and fire officials made dealt with the importance
of removing objects from a lanai in the event of a hurricane. These objects, such as chairs and tables,
can become dangerous projectiles in strong winds.
Again, let’s hope that this area goes though another season (June 1-November 30) without having to
deal with the devastating impact of a hurricane.
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•4th of July flags The VGRCCA is looking for volunteers to help with the placement of American flags
on the driveway leading to the Venetian. The placement will take place at 8am on Thursday, July 3rd.
If interested, please hit REPLY and plan to meet at the guardhouse on July 3rd. Thank you in advance
for helping us celebrate our nation’s birthday.
•A Shopaholic’s Dream There are many who are waiting for the new mall on University Parkway to
open in October. Based on early reports, waiting in traffic to get into the mall will be a task in itself.
Each week, there is a list of new stores that have signed on as tenants and they are fast filling up the
spaces. Stores which you can look forward to include Crate and Barrel, Luluemon, Telsa Motors, Kate
Spade and, for every Mac owner, the Apple Store. Recently it was learned that Bass Pro Shop Outdoor
World was building a store near the mall for fishing and hunting enthusiasts. This will be one of the
top malls in Florida, but getting there will be part of the experience.
And so you ask, what is happening in our area? First, the property manager at the Plaza Venezia states
he is working on two new tenants but has not officially signed them. There is also news on Tamiami
Trail across from the Sarasota Sq. Mall, as it appears that a Sports Authority will be open there soon.
•Congrats to Josh Grant Let the rice flow, congratulating our River Club Manager, Josh Grant, on his
marriage on May 16th to his beautiful wife, Kristi.
•Spectacular! Speaking of weddings, the River Club recently hosted a beautiful traditional wedding
for a Russian couple. One dining room wall was turned into a glorious backdrop for the evening’s
festivities (photo below). Holding weddings and events is a big part of the River Club’s operation and
generates substantial revenue for the resident-owned club.
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•Nail ‘Em! Have you ever wondered whether the contractor you might hire is licensed and insured?
Recently the Venice Police Department, in cooperation with other state agencies, conducted a sting to
nab contractors who were illegally conducting business. Sixteen unlicensed “contractors” were caught
and had to pay a hefty $1,500 fine to the city. According to Jeff Atwater, Florida’s Chief Financial
Officer, “These illegitimate contractors are a danger to their employees who are working without the
protection of workers’ compensation, as well as a danger to homeowners who are often left with
unfinished jobs, faulty construction, and unpermitted projects.”
•Any Ideas? Over the summer, the VGRCCA board is meeting to plan seminars of interest to all
residents. Last year, we had two highly successful seminars, one on Identity Theft and the second on
Knee and Hip Surgery. We’d like to hear suggestion for seminars that would appeal to all residents.
Hit REPLY and give us your thoughts.
•Exciting Activities In addition to planning our next educational seminar, the board is watching
those activities which are emerging in both the City and County that may impact the quality of life for
Venetians. We will schedule a second Bike-O-Rama, which was well received last year, for example. A
portion of our website www.vgrcca.us will be devoted to residents looking for others with common
interests. For example, you may be an avid kayaker or into genealogy. By posting on the website, you
may connect with other residents who have a similar interest. This feature should be available in a
few months. All this is possible due to your membership, and 2014 has been another strong year for
our organization. Thanks to all those members who help keep the VGRCCA vibrant and active. For
those who still haven’t joined, it’s never too late to get on our roster. You can join by going to our
website www.vgrcca.us or by mailing in the form at the end of this month’s Parcels.
•Helping a Friend With A Battle Popular Golf Club Chef Tim McDanel, 34, who does a superb job
and is highly engaged with his customers, is facing a battle with colon cancer. Tim, a 6 year employee
of WCI, and his wife, Danyl, could use some help. This past month, a group of residents organized a
fund-raiser that provided some much needed funds to assist the couple with their financial burden.
We wish Tim and Danyl all the best.
•River Club Geothermal Project In the future, the River Club main and lap pools will be heated via a
geothermal heating source. This project of the VCDD has been underway for a few months and should
be completed soon. Then the costly and balky gas-fired pool heaters can be permanently retired,
except for one that will be kept to heat the spa. This geothermal project has an estimated 20 year life
span and the payback for the initial cost is a little over 5 years through savings on natural gas.
•Chalk It Up! One of the great events in Sarasota has been the Chalk Festival, which in the past has
been located in the Burns Court area of downtown Sarasota. Organizers are working with City of
Venice officials to move the event here. There will be three locations for the artwork: the Venice
Cultural Campus from November 10-17, West Miami Avenue from November 14-17, and the Venice
Airport Fairgrounds from November 14-17. The festival is touted as bringing more than 500 artists
and 200,000 visitors from around the world to the event with a financial impact of over $10 million.
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•Vacation time Unless there is some late breaking news, the Parcels computer will be put into sleep
mode for the month of July. Look for our next edition in August.

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
July 8 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
July 14 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
July 16 – POA Rules Committee – 3:30 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
July 22 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
July 28 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
August 11 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

August 12 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
August 20 – POA Board Meeting – 10 am dliston@castlegroup.com
August 20 – POA Rules Committee – 3:30 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Aug 25 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
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2014 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

