PARCELS FROM PARADISE
September 2014
Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Learning Opportunities for Venetians Wow, the summer went by fast. Before long the Venetian
will be buzzing again with people. The VGRCCA has worked hard over the past several months to plan
some special educational seminars. Based on our previous two sessions, we anticipate high interest in
these which will feature experts in the field. All will start at 5pm and last one hour. They’ll be at the
River Club and are open to all residents. So please mark down on your calendar the following:
Are your papers in order?
My Achin’ Back
Dementia
What’s in my cabinet?

November 17, 2014
January 26, 2015
March 2, 2015
March 30, 2015

In addition, there will be two special horticulture sessions. These seminars will begin at 4pm at the
River Club with the first one on October 21st at 4pm entitled “Color in the Winter Landscape.” All
green thumbers and green thumb wannabees are invited.
•Alligator Incident Last week a Venetian homeowner was attacked by a gator while doing some
landscaping along the lake bank behind his house. Fortunately he escaped with minor injuries. A
trapper removed two nuisance alligators from the lake the next day. All residents are reminded that
we have potentially dangerous wildlife in our community and to use caution, especially with children,
while around the lakes and wetland areas.
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•Under the Venetian Big Top! The Venetian golf club needed some pest extermination so the entire
building was tented for a day to fumigate it. It will reopen on September 30th. It was quite a sight to
see what appeared to be a big circus tent from views of the golf club.

•Discount Breakfast Brew Burger is a locally owned restaurant at 370 Commercial Court off of
Jacaranda Blvd. Years ago this location was a Waffle House. Brew Burger is now open for breakfast
and the owner is offering Venetian residents 10% off of any breakfast tab. This offer is good until
October 20th. Bring any identification card from the Venetian (i.e. your Fitness Center card) or this
copy of Parcels. And by the way, we think you’ll walk out well nourished!
•Candidate Forum The VGRCCA will hold its annual Candidate Forum on Monday, October 13th
from 6-7pm at the River Club. This event will feature two elections: one is for Venice City Council
with Deborah Anderson competing against incumbent David Sherman. The second contest relates to
our own VCDD board where homeowners Jerry Jasper and Bob Slaney will vie for a seat. Time will be
provided during the event for questions to the candidates from the audience. Registered voters will
see these names and those in other races on the Nov. 4th ballot. If you are a Florida resident and aren’t
registered yet, you can do so until October 5th. Information about registration and voting can be found
at www.sarasotavotes.com/
•Get Those Sneakers Out! One of the fun events in our community is the annual Big Brothers Big
Sisters gala which will be held on Saturday, November 8th at the River Club. The “Sneaker Ball” will
be an evening of great food, music and dancing, and a silent auction with all proceeds going to benefit
kids here in Venice. Wear your finest attire but sneakers are a must! To make reservations, please
contact Linda Cautero at 203-240-0715 or Rosemary BeCraft at 513-315-1635. We’re hoping for a
sellout again this year and tables are filling quickly. Don’t miss this opportunity to support a great
local cause and enjoy a special evening.
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•Safe Advice This summer, there was a house break-in at the Venetian where the daytime burglars
came through the lanai and used a sharp instrument to lift up the lock on the sliding glass doors. Here
are some ways to make entry into your house more difficult for a would-be burglar: First, most
Venetian homes have an alarm that includes a motion detector to track any movement. Even though
you may not have an alarm company that monitors it, you can still set your house alarm. If an illegal
entry is made, the alarm will sound and hopefully neighbors will hear it and call 911. You can also
contract with an alarm company who charges for the service. Another way is do what the owner of the
recently burglarized home did -- she purchased a special lock for sliding doors. The lock provides a
strong seal and makes it very difficult to slip an object into the seam to open the door or even lift it off
its track. The lock was sold and installed by B & D Lock and Key at 537 C Venice Ave. Finally, another
inexpensive and simple way is to place a rod or broom handle in the inside track of the door. Although
home break-ins are a rarity in our community, we want to make sure that homeowners are taking
preventive measures to make it difficult for the bad guys.
•Time to Redecorate? Is it time to change things in your house? So what do you do with that “old”
piece of furniture or even that old television that still is in great shape but can’t compete with your
new 60-inch big screen? Many are aware of Habitat for Humanity, which builds homes for qualified
residents. The HFH Restore, which is located off Center Rd. at 1400 Ogden Rd., supports this home
building effort. They take most donations but they must be in good enough condition for resale. If you
have furniture that won’t fit in your car, call 493-0529 to schedule a pick up. And if you have never
visited the store, you will be amazed with the variety of items they sell to benefit the charity.
•New Tenant near Publix Yes, there will be a new tenant at Plaza Venezia. It will be a high-end
liquor, wine and beer store with a small selection of party gifts. Laurel Liquors will be located between
Publix and the dry cleaners with the scheduled opening in either November or December.
•Coming To A Location Nearby Your stomach may be growling and soon the call will be answered
by a number of new restaurants in our area. First, the new McDonald’s will open on Oct. 1st and has its
grand opening on October 18th. If you need a Big Mac at 2am, the 24/7 drive-through will be a short
hop away. Pineapples on the island has been bought and will be renamed Classic Steak House, and will
also include a nightclub area for live entertainment. It’s scheduled to open in late October. Brew
Burger, which was mentioned earlier, will have a 2nd location on the island near the Publix. Carrabbas
is being built and more details will be forthcoming in a later Parcels. And when we talk about great
places to eat, let’s not forget our own River Club. Since residents own the River Club, it serves our best
interests to patronize it. It’s open Wednesday and Friday nights and has a great breakfast buffet on
Sunday mornings, plus evenings with special events. If Parcels now has you licking your chops, there’s
a Weight Watchers on Venice Bypass, or better yet, hire a personal trainer at the Fitness Center!
•I Wonder Who in the Community... Did you ever wonder who in the community has a similar
interest? The VGRCCA has set up a portion of its web site (www.vgrcca.us) to allow residents to find
others who have “Common Interests.” At present, this section of the website is under construction
and we will update you with further details in our next edition of Parcels.
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•Membership Parcels is written and distributed by your VGRC Community Association. This is only
one of the services provided to benefit Venetians. Membership is just $35 per year and we appreciate
the great support of our residents for this organization. For those who have not joined in the past, we
would hope that this year you’ll consider the dues as an investment in your community. Membership
can be completed through the web site www.vgrcca.us or by using the attached form.
•Venetian Event Calendar With all the boards such as the VCDD, POA, VGRCCA, plus the various
neighborhood associations, it can be difficult to keep track of when they meet. This year, the
Community Association has placed a community event calendar on its web site. A memo to all
neighborhood presidents offered the opportunity to list their meetings here.
When in doubt, check it out at www.vgrcca.us

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Oct. 13 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Oct. 13 – Candidate Forum – 6pm www.vgrcca.us

Oct. 14 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
Oct. 15 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Oct. 21 – “Color in the Winter Landscape” seminar – 4pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 27 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
Oct. 28 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Nov. 12 – Venetian POA Board Meeting – 10am dliston@castlegroup.com
This is the budget approval meeting
Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
(Prior to 12/31/14)
$ 30.00
$ 55.00
$ 75.00

Membership Cost
(After 12/31/14)
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

