PARCELS FROM PARADISE
October 2014
Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Common Interest There’s a new feature called “Common Interest” found on our website and it
provides a great way to find other Venetians who share the same hobby or activity. Whether you are
into scrapbooking, fishing, herping, kayaking, skeet shooting, or quilting, you can place your interest
on the website to connect with others in the community. Give it a try at www.vgrcca.us
•Making Your Flu Shot Convenient It can sometimes be difficult to work in an annual flu shot. The
VGRCCA wants to make it easy and has arranged with our CVS pharmacists to give flu shots on
Monday, November 10 from 10 am -12:30 pm at the River Club. The cost, if any, is based on your
insurance, so please bring your card. A CVS voucher will be given to each customer.
•Big Brothers Big Sisters Gala – SNEAKER BALL It’s not too late to get a reservation for the
“Sneaker Ball” to be held on Saturday, November 8th at the River Club at 6pm. Proceeds will benefit
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast (Venice). It’s a very special evening of dining and dancing,
and wait till you see all the terrific items to bid on in the silent auction! Plus you can look for the
wearer of the most outrageous sneakers. If you haven’t already done so, please contact Linda Cautero at
203-240-0715 or Rosemary BeCraft at 513-315-1635. For those who can’t attend this year, a donation to
this important local cause for kids is always appreciated.
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•Campaign Forum / Election Day A crowd of over 100 people attended the Campaign Forum last
week and heard candidates for Venice City Council and the Venetian CDD speak on their positions.

If you have not voted “by mail”, circle Tuesday, November 4th as Election Day. If you are a first time
voter in Florida, it’s easy because the voting precinct is located at the River Club. Florida’s election has
national attention with incumbent governor Rick Scott opposing former governor Charlie Crist. Voters
will also see a medical marijuana issue (Issue 2) on the ballot. Remember, every vote counts!
•American Flags On three major national holidays, Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Veterans Day, we
honor our past and current service men and women by placing flags along the entrance driveway of
the Venetian. Thanks to your membership, we were able to replace the flags that have shown wear
and tear. A longer staff will hopefully keep the new flags from drooping on the ground. We need
volunteers on Sunday, November 9 at 1pm to help place the flags on the driveway. Please meet at
the gatehouse and we appreciate anyone’s assistance with this worthy project.
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•High Water With all the recent rain, the Myakka River rose to a level well over the island and almost
to the top step on the river walk. Below was the view on October 8th.

•A Season of Information The VGRC Community Association has established a number of programs
and learning opportunities for residents, tapping into the expertise and resources of the Venice
community. These events are open to all Venetian residents. For more information, please look below
in this month’s Parcels, or go to www.vgrcca.us to check the calendar on the home page.
•Learn More: Upcoming Seminars Color in the Winter Landscape will be held at the River Club on
Tuesday, October 21 from 4-5pm. The presenter will be Erin Alvarez, Commercial Horticulturist at
the UF/IFAS Extension in Sarasota County. She also oversees the Master Gardener Program and the
Florida Friendly Landscaping Program. Here’s a sure way to get a green thumb!
The second seminar will be held on Monday, November 17 from 5-6pm at the River Club. The title is
Are Your Papers in Order? If you are a Florida resident or thinking about becoming one, this seminar
will be helpful. The content will review how Florida laws may impact your estate planning, including
wills, powers of attorney, and trusts. Our speaker will be Dorothy Korszen, of the FARR Law Firm. She
is an estate planner and past president of the South Division of the Sarasota Bar Association.
•Chalk it Up The very popular Chalk Festival will be literally hitting the streets in Venice from
November 14-17. Artists from around the country show their talents with amazing results. For more
information including ways to volunteer, go to www.ChalkFestival.org The city should be filled with
thousands of visitors during this weekend.
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• A Standing Ovation Parcels salutes the staff of the River Club for a successful 10th anniversary
celebration held on October 11th. Over 200 Venetians enjoyed a great evening of food and dancing
and a spectacular tent that covered the entire rear lawn. How you put on a party for 200+ is beyond
our comprehension, but they did it! Nice job, RC team.

•Getting There is Half the Battle The long awaited Mall at University Town Center has finally
opened. For shopaholics, this is a new shopping Mecca. For those who own a Mac, no longer do you
have to travel to Ft. Myers or Tampa to find an Apple Store. And if you are accustomed to getting that
quick bite at a food court, this shopping center was built without one. The key issue is traffic and with
the season fast approaching, it remains to be seen how the current roads will handle the cars heading
to UTC. Great stores, great shopping, and if you make a visit to the Town Center, tell Parcels about your
experience and we will try to share it with others in our next edition. Hit “Reply” to do this.
•Status of HRT A great deal has been done with the Venetian Hurricane Readiness Team. For the
past four months, a comprehensive plan has been written, meetings have been held with the Venice
Fire Department, and two informational meetings were open to all Venetian residents. As of this
writing, we have escaped any hint of a hurricane this season. Therefore, the actual training for the HRT
will take place in May 2015 at the onset of the hurricane season. This program is open to all residents
who are here for the summer. For more information, please go to www.vgrcca.us where you will see
the entire HRT program.
•A Good Time and Free Ok, so it’s not Times Square in NYC on a Friday night, but our fine city has
some wonderful activities (plus shopping). Usually on one Friday a month, the city holds a free
concert at the Gazebo. Bring your lawn chair and listen to the music. Most events begin at 7pm. For
more information, go to www.venicegov.com
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•Donations Wanted Treasure’s Thrift Shop is located in Bird Bay Plaza, 523 US Highway 41 Bypass
in Venice, and they welcome donations of furniture, clothing, electronics, house wares, etc. Proceeds
from all sales benefit Tidewell Hospice. If you are interested in donating or even volunteering, please
contact Treasure’s local volunteer coordinators John or Ann Marie Milano at 941-485-6347.
•Yard Waste Pickup If you’re planning to remove a large amount of shrubbery or branches from
your yard, the City of Venice offers a special pickup twice a year at no charge. You can call the bulk
yard waste collection dept. at 941-486-2422 to schedule an appointment. For the regular Saturday
pickup, quantities are limited and cuttings must be in bags, cans, or tied lengths up to 4 feet long.
•Radar Sign Up and Running The radar sign on Veneto Blvd. is operational again and was replaced
at no cost by the supplier after some initial problems. It’s there to remind all residents and visitors of
the importance of following the speed limit of 25 mph, especially as we enter the season.
•The Yellow House on Laurel Road Most Venetians have noticed the house on Laurel Road with the
large palm trees out front just before CVS on the left. We mentioned this house in a previous Parcels
indicating the property is in a state of disarray. There is a question as to whether the owner has the
intention of using it as a residence or for commercial purposes. To make any substantial changes to
the property to operate commercially, rezoning would be required. The VGRC Community Association
decided at its recent board meeting to direct President John Moeckel to write a letter to the Venice City
Manager expressing our concern about the condition of the property. The City responded very quickly
and indicated that they will be consulting with legal counsel to look at the options available to them. In
addition, the County has ordered the property owner to remove the existing palm trees which are
encroaching on the County’s right of way. The owner indicated he would comply with the county’s
order. We will keep Parcels readers updated as to any new developments with the “Yellow House.”
•On Board with the Team The VGRCCA is pleased to announce that Bill Tvenstrup has been selected
to replace Dan Bates on the Association’s board. Bill’s experience and knowledge will be a great
addition to the 13 member elected Board. We thank Dan for his contribution to the board during the
time he served.
•Can We Count on Your Membership? Last year was a banner year for membership and we want
to thank all of our members. Our theme for this year is “Stay Connected.” Through your membership,
our organization will stay connected with those issues that impact the quality of life for Venetian
residents. We will also keep you connected via Parcels and seminars that tap into local resources. On
the last page of this newsletter is a membership form for 2015 and beyond. The annual dues are
reduced if you pay by December 31 and also by paying for multiple years. Your participation is
important in making sure we as a community Stay Connected. You can also pay via credit card at our
website www.vgrcca.us
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Calendar of Events 2014 – 2015
October 21 - Color in Your Winter Landscape 4-5 pm
Learn about key plants that fit well and add color to your landscape during the Florida winter
November 17 - Are Your Papers In Order? 5-6 pm
If you are or thinking about becoming a Florida resident, what information do you need to have about
your wills, trusts, and power of attorney. Our legal expert will give you helpful information about this
important topic.
January 10, 2015 - 2nd Annual Bike-O- Rama 9-12 pm
This very popular event takes over the River Club parking lot for a quick maintenance check as well as
a display of the latest bikes and equipment. Bike-0-Rama is in cooperation with Bicycles International
of Venice
January 26 - My Achin’ Back 5–6 pm
Tough to play tennis or even to get out of bed? You will hear from a local doctor on possible relief and
long-term treatment. This is in cooperation with Venice Regional Bayfront Health.
February 3 - What You Need To Know About Snakes 4–5 pm
Slithering across the sidewalk, you never know whether it’s a friend or foe. Our local herpetologist will
provide you with helpful information so that next time, you can tell the little creature hello or goodbye.
February 23 - Town Hall Meeting 5:30-7pm
This very well attended event held at Laurel Nokomis school connects Venetian residents with the
latest topics of interest in the broader Venice community. It’s an informative program that you don’t
want to miss.
March 2 - Dementia/Alzheimer’s 5–6 pm
In cooperation with Venice Bayfront Health, a renowned medical expert will bring understanding and
the latest research on these topics of interest.
March 31 - What’s in Your Medicine Cabinet? 5-6 pm
A plethora of questions will be addressed, such as the reasons for the high cost of prescription
medicines, what is the future of drug development, and are generics as safe and effective as brand
names? This program will be valuable to all Venetian residents.
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Oct. 21 – “Color in the Winter Landscape” seminar – 4pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 27 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Oct. 28 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30pm)
Nov. 10 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Nov. 11 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
Nov. 12 – Venetian POA Board Meeting – 10am dliston@castlegroup.com
(This is the meeting to review and approve the 2015 budget)
Nov. 17 – “Are your papers in order?” – 5-6pm www.vgrcca.us
Nov. 19 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
(Prior to 12/31/14)
$ 30.00
$ 55.00
$ 75.00

Membership Cost
(After 12/31/14)
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

