PARCELS FROM PARADISE
November 2014
Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Honoring Those Who Served This past Sunday, November 9th, volunteer residents assisted with
the placement of flags along the driveway leading into the Venetian. These flags honor those who have
valiantly served our country. The VGRC Community Association sponsors the flag placement on three
national holidays (Veterans Day, 4th of July, and Memorial Day) and has recently purchased new flags
with longer staffs for a more prominent display.

1|Page

•VCDD Election Results Congratulations to Jerry Jasper, who was re-elected to serve on the VCDD
Board for another 4 year term. Parcels would also like to recognize resident Bob Slaney who vied for
the seat. Harry Orenstein, who was elected without opposition, becomes the new member of the board
replacing Tom Jones, who is retiring after 6-1/2 years of service. There were a number of people who
came to the polls thinking that by being a Venetian homeowner, they could vote for the VCDD race. As
mentioned in previous Parcels, the CDD election requires one to be a Florida registered voter and
registered Venetians are the only voters who participate in the Venetian CDD election.
•High Level View of Our Area Things have surely changed along Laurel Road with land clearing for
the Toscana Isles development, which will eventually have over 1,400 homes. VGRCCA president John
Moeckel, an avid pilot, provided this photo of the area taken from his plane about 1,200 feet up.
For more information about Toscana Isles, you can view their entire development plan at
http://www.venicegov.com/Files/Meetings/2011_Agendas/Planning/3.15.11/Toscana%20Isles%20
PUD%20Rezoning%20Application%20Mar%203%202011.pdf On page 17 of the document, there is
a map that shows detail of where homes will be built along the Venetian/Toscana Isles border.

•VGRCCA Membership Drive begins Look in the upcoming mail for some important information
about your membership in the VG&RC Community Association as we launch our 2015 membership
drive – Stay Connected. The letter will inform you if you’re up to date on your dues. Throughout this
and previous editions of Parcels, you can see examples of how the VGRCCA aims to enhance the quality
of life for all residents, such as with flu shots and our three holiday flag placements. We’re a voluntary
organization of Venetians and we thank the nearly 600 households who have joined us. This year we
look forward to boosting that number. Dues remain the same and a membership form is on the last
page for your use and convenience. Remember – joining us helps you Stay Connected.
•We’re Listening To You Parcels loves to hear from its readers. If you have a comment about this
issue or want to request a future story, please hit “Reply” and tell us what’s on your mind.
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•Flu Away The CVS pharmacist giving flu shots on October 3rd was a busy person with a steady line of
people at the River Club. Residents who received the flu shot were brave and, reportedly, no tears
were shed. We’re fortunate to have a community business willing to make things easier for Venetians.
The VGRCCA sponsored this program and coordinated the participation by CVS.
•Helpful Storm Surge Information Hurricane season is over for 2014, and the National Weather
Service has recently developed a new map that computes storm surge. If you are curious to see how
Venice would fare if a storm surge were to hit our area, got to the NOAA website at
http://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingTextLegend/index.html?appid=b1a20ab5eec149058b
afc059635a82ee. There are various hurricane categories which show the effects of the storm surge.
•Keep On Learning The next VGRCCA sponsored educational seminar will be held on Monday,
November 17th, from 5-6 pm at the River Club. The topic is “Are Your Legal Papers in Order.” If you
are a current Florida resident or thinking about becoming one, it will be worth your while to attend.
The speaker will be Dorothy Korszen from the law firm of Farr, Farr, Emerich Hackett and Carr, PA,
who specializes in this subject. As with all seminars, a time period will be set aside for questions.
Past activities and seminars sponsored by the VGRCCA have been well attended and beneficial. The
presentation “Color in the Winter landscape” on Oct 21st was attended by about 70 residents. They
were introduced to colorful trees and shrubs that are both native and hearty in our Florida zone. Erin
Alvarez, a horticulture extension agent who also oversees the Master Gardener program as well as the
Florida Friendly Landscape program, gave an outstanding presentation (photo below).

•Piece of Cake In the last edition of Parcels, we sought input on the best route to get to the newly
opened University Town Center Mall. Early predictions were that shoppers would experience a very
challenging episode in their life by going to the mall. Quite the contrary. It appears that the “best way”
is to get off at the Fruitville Ave. exit and turn right on Cattlemen Road, which will take you directly to
the new mall. This route avoids any congestion on University Parkway. Happy Shopping!
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•A Little Rain Couldn’t Stop The Party A standing ovation is in order for those who planned the
annual Big Brothers Big Sisters “Sneaker Ball” Gala held at the River Club on November 8th. The sellout
crowd didn’t let the rain dampen their good time, and instead they danced, enjoyed a wonderful
dinner, and most importantly, showed their support of a very worthy cause by raising over $40,000.
Here are some of the prize-winning sneakers and thanks to Al Churilla for his photography.

•Venice PAC Grand Opening The Venice Symphony kicks off its season on Friday, Nov. 21st at
7:30pm and Saturday, November 22nd at 3:30 & 7:30pm with “A Musical Kaleidoscope.” This is a
special opening, as the orchestra will perform at the newly opened Venice Performing Arts Center. The
PAC is located on the grounds of Venice High School and was jointly funded by the City of Venice and
the Sarasota County School District. All residents can be proud of this wonderful venue that seats just
over 1,000. Tickets for the symphony can be purchased by calling (941) 488-1010. Below are pictures
from the grand opening on November 6th.
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•A New Restaurant Is Opening Soon Parcels finally caught up with the owner of Asaro’s, the new
restaurant scheduled to open early next year in the Plaza Venezia on Laurel Rd. Mr. Asaro, a very
experienced restaurateur still living in Long Island, NY, said that the wait will be worth it if residents
are looking for pure Italian food. Get ready, Venetians…the smell of garlic will soon be wafting our way.
•Save The Date for Scleroderma Benefit The Fourth Annual Scleroderma Golf Fundraiser is
scheduled for Monday, February 16, 2015 at the Venetian Golf Club. This event has been a sellout in
the past with expectations that it will be the same this year. Golfing, a live and silent auction, and a
great dinner highlight the event, which is open to all residents. Last year over $35,000 in donations
was raised that went to the Scleroderma Foundation. In conjunction with this event, Darby Buick GMC,
located on the island at 1455 S. Tamiani Trail, announced that they would again donate $150 to the
Scleroderma Foundation for any Venetian resident who purchases a new car from them.
•Shipping Those Gifts of the Season Ready to send your holiday packages? The UPS store in the
Nokomis Village Shopping Center at Laurel Rd. and Rt. 41, is offering a special 10% discount to any
Venetian resident for the holiday season. Just bring a copy of the front page of Parcels with you.
•Looking for a Short-term Medical Device? If you are in need of a temporary medical item such as
a 3 or 4 wheel walker, bed rails, transfer bench, hospital bed, 4 wheel walker or even a raised toilet
seat, the place to find it at a very reasonable price is the Elephant’s Trunk Thrift Shop, located on the
island across from Venice Hospital at 595 S. Tamiani Trail. The Elephant’s Trunk is a non-profit
organization that does much for the community. Though not associated with the hospital, they provide
newspapers for those in the hospital, pay for the valet parkers at the hospital, and make heart pillows
for cardiology patients. They also provide money for scholarships and community grants. Their store
houses an array of other items, not just medical equipment. When you’re on the island, stop in.
•A dramatic autumn sunset at the Venetian
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•”Common Interest” on Our Website Residents have been taking advantage of the new section of
the Community Association website www.vgrcca.us called “Common Interest.” The purpose is to link
Venetians who enjoy similar activities. Check it out.
•Venice Holiday Parade The annual Venice Holiday Parade is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 29th on
the island beginning at 6pm. This is a well-attended event where serious parade aficionados stake out
their viewing area on Venice Ave. very early.
•Venetian Holiday Lights Ready to put those 1,000 blinking Christmas lights on your house topped
by a huge balloon rendition of Santa Claus? Well, hold your horses, Mr. Lover of the Season. There are
community restrictions on outside holiday decorations. Before buying the giant sleigh and 8 rooftop
reindeer, please check with POA Property Manager Dave Liston at 941-441-1813.

Calendar is on the following page
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Nov. 17 – “Are your papers in order?” – 5-6pm www.vgrcca.us
Nov. 19 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Nov. 24 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Nov. 25– VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30pm)
Dec. 8 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Dec. 9 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
This meeting will be held at Laurel Nokomis School on Laurel Road past Pinebrook:

Venetian Calendar

Dec. 9 – Venetian POA Annual Meeting – 6pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(There will be an election for the resident seat on the POA board)

Upcoming meeting dates

Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Oct. 13 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Oct. 13 – Candidate Forum – 6pm www.vgrcca.us

Oct. 14 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm) dliston@castlegroup.com
Oct. 15 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Oct. 21 – “Color in the Winter Landscape” seminar – 4pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 27 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
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g e – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Nov. 12 – Venetian POA Board Meeting – 10am dliston@castlegroup.com
This is the budget approval meeting

Calendar of Events 2014 – 2015
November 17 - Are Your Papers In Order? 5-6 pm
If you are or thinking about becoming a Florida resident, what information do you need to have about
your wills, trusts, and power of attorney. Our legal expert will give you helpful information about this
important topic.
January 10, 2015 - 2nd Annual Bike-O- Rama 9-12 pm
This very popular event takes over the River Club parking lot for a quick maintenance check as well as
a display of the latest bikes and equipment. Bike-0-Rama is in cooperation with Bicycles International
of Venice
January 26 - My Achin’ Back 5–6 pm
Tough to play tennis or to even get out of bed? You will hear from a local doctor on possible relief and
long-term treatment. This is in cooperation with Venice Regional Bayfront Health.
February 3 - What You Need To Know About Snakes 4–5 pm
Slithering across the sidewalk, you never know whether it’s a friend or foe. Our local herpetologist will
provide you with helpful information so that next time, you can tell the little creature hello or goodbye.
February 23 - Town Hall Meeting 5:30-7pm
This very well attended event held at Laurel Nokomis School connects Venetian residents with the
latest topics of interest in the broader Venice community. It’s an informative program that you don’t
want to miss.
March 2 - Dementia/Alzheimer’s 5–6 pm
In cooperation with Venice Bayfront Health, a renowned medical expert will bring understanding and
the latest research on these topics of interest.
March 31 - What’s in Your Medicine Cabinet? 5-6 pm
A plethora of questions will be addressed, such as the reasons for the high cost of prescription
medicines, what is the future of drug development, and are generics as safe and effective as brand
names? This program will be valuable to all Venetian residents.
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
(Prior to 12/31/14)
$ 30.00
$ 55.00
$ 75.00

Membership Cost
(After 12/31/14)
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

