PARCELS FROM PARADISE
December 2014

Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Bike-O-Rama 2 The 2nd annual Bike-O-Rama happens on Saturday, January 10 from 9am-noon in
the River Club parking lot. In cooperation with Bicycles International in Venice, this event was well
attended in its inaugural year. Bring your bike and get a quick and free maintenance check. Bikes and
bike equipment will be on display and available for sale. Last year, trade-in values were provided for
those who wanted to purchase a new bike. This event is open to all residents, big and small. The
VGRC Community Association will have a membership table at the event for those who still need to
join. The picture below is from last year’s Bike-O-Rama.
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•Membership Drive Ignites…Stay Connected Your Community Association is in the midst of its
annual membership drive, Stay Connected. First, we thank those who have already renewed their
membership or have taken out a multiple year membership. If you pay prior to January 1, 2015, you
will receive a nominal reduction in your membership fees. A multi-year membership reduces the fee
even more. Throughout this edition of Parcels, you will see many of the good things that the VGRCCA
does for this community. We also work behind the scenes, lobbying with city and county officials on
issues of importance to Venetians. One effort that paid off was the Jacaranda Blvd. extension that gave
Venetian residents a secondary road to the outside. We strongly urge you to join the VGRCCA during
our Stay Connected membership drive. A membership application is attached on the last page, or go to
our website www.vgrcca.us and use the secure PayPal service.
•Legal Seminar One of the best-attended seminars was “Are Your Legal Papers in Order”, another in a
series of one-hour educational events sponsored by the VGRCCA. The speaker was very experienced
in family law and estate planning, and after her presentation she responded to questions from the
audience. Over 100 residents attended and felt it was very worthwhile. The next seminar will be held
on January 26 from 5-6 pm at the River Club and the topic will be “My Achin’ Back.” Details will be
forthcoming in the January edition of Parcels.

•Venetian Community Directory The Community Association provides the volunteer work force
which creates the directory each year. State law requires your permission to include your information
in the directory. If you are new to the Venetian, or if anything has changed such as your e-mail or
phone numbers, please contact David Liston in the Castle Management office who will provide you
with the appropriate form to complete. This form is also available on the Community Association
website www. vgrcca.us Once the form is filled out, please return it as soon as possible to Mr. Liston
to allow the volunteers ample time to get this project completed.
•Changes To Your Home Any changes to the outside of your home, including painting, landscaping
or lanai, must be pre-approved by the Architectural Control Committee. Forms are available at the
Castle Mgt. office in the Welcome Center or on the Community Association website at www.vgrcca.us
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•Very Meaningful Support The support for this year’s Soldiers’ Angels drive has been outstanding!
Soldiers' Angels provides aid and comfort to the men and women of the United States Army, Marines,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, their families and the growing veteran population. Thanks to the many
Venetian residents who donated, we will be sending through this program 256 snack gift bags, 182
toiletry gift bags, 412 pairs of socks and 800 holiday cards. Way to go, Venetians!

•Shop Local We have to give a plug to local Venice businesses during the holiday season. As you well
know, the City of Venice has small shops with some very unique and different gifts. Area residents
who rely on both local and tourist trade to keep their businesses viable own most of the stores. When
considering possible gift certificates, don’t forget about the stores in Plaza Venezia, those in the city
limits of Venice along Hwy. 41, or downtown. Our merchants appreciate it.
•A New Spot for Watching the Big Game Norma Jean’s, the popular sports bar, has opened its third
location in Osprey on Tamiani Trail at the Shops at Casey Key. It is a great place to watch the game
with individual TV’s at each booth. And of course, you have to order those great wings and a brew
while cheering on your favorite team.
•We Are The Champions Time to brag that you live in the city that has the Florida volleyball
champions. Yes, our own Venice High School girls’ volleyball team recently won the 2014 State
Volleyball Championship, Class 6A Division. Nice going, girls!
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•Another necessary reminder You may be getting a bit tired of Parcels mentioning the importance
of observing our speed limit once you enter the gates of the Venetian. Even though the VCDD has
installed speed bumps and a radar sign, the ultimate responsibility falls on those behind the wheel.
Recently a driver hit an anhinga bird on Pesaro Drive. Thanks to VCDD Field Manager Kareen Richard,
the Venice Wildlife Center was quickly called to help the injured bird. With runners, bike riders and
even children in the Venetian, we ask that you please adhere to the posted speed limit of 25mph.
•Beep Beep Beep A reader pointed out that it was important for Parcels to remind everyone about
changing the batteries on your smoke alarms. This should take place twice a year. Some returning to
their homes have been greeted by the constant beep of the alarm when they opened their front door.
It’s an easy chore but very important.
•Ready, Aim, Fire The small strip shopping center on Laurel Road near the Shell Station, referred to
by many as the “Subway strip mall”, has had many years of vacant stores. All of us have wondered
when something new will open up. Well, the newest tenant is none other than the West Coast Guns
and Gunsmith shop. They are open from 10am-5 pm on Wednesday through Sunday and their phone
number is 941-786-9272. The welcoming husband and wife owners carry an entire collection of guns,
ammunition and accessories, plus the owner is a certified gunsmith. It is an interesting store to visit,
even if you may not be in the market for a gun. In fact, one day, bring your own coffee and sit at the
store’s table and learn from the owner about the many types of guns and their value.
•Please Don’t Feed the Gators Officer Michelle LaRock, the Venice Community Oriented Police
officer assigned to the Venetian, wants to remind all residents that feeding alligators is unlawful. She
cites a section of Florida’s law which states:
68A-25.001 Feeding or Enticement of Crocodilians Unlawful. No person shall intentionally feed, or entice
with feed, any crocodilian unless held in captivity under a permit issued by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission or otherwise provided by this Title.
According to Officer LaRock, under Florida Statute the individual responsible for feeding any
“crocodilian” may be charged with a second degree misdemeanor if the offender has no previous
conviction. Feeding alligators makes them lose fear of humans and can cause them to attack humans
for food, which is not typical alligator behavior. Remember, by feeding an alligator you are committing
an unlawful act, but of more importance, you are putting your own safety at great risk.
•The $$ Savings of Recycling Here’s what recycling means to the City of Venice and to taxpayers:
The recycled value of corrugated and folding cartons is $20 - $100 per ton (if you fold and bundle
your boxes, it makes curbside pickup easier)
The recycled value of newspapers, magazines and junk mail is $5 - $45 per ton. Venice takes in
about $60,000 per year from recycled paper and cardboard
The City pays about $7.00 per ton to a recycler to haul away all metal and plastic containers (if you
want to keep higher value aluminum cans to give to a charity, that’s ok with the City)
It costs Venice about $53.00 per ton to dump garbage at the county landfill site
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•CDD vs POA vs VGRCCA For new residents and some not-so-new Venetians, here’s a brief description of
the organizations at VG&RC:
>CDD Venetian Community Development District is a special taxation district created to finance the
infrastructure of this development, and it was also used to purchase the River Club. The CDD owns the
River Club and all the common areas, including the roads, front gate and most lakes, and manages the
maintenance of the property and the front gate staffing. (The Riverwalk is owned and maintained by
the POA.) Annual assessments are paid on your property taxes. Check the website www.vcdd.org for
meeting times and other information. The field manager is Kareen Richard at she can be reached at
941-485-8500or krichard@vcdd.org
>POA Venetian Property Owner’s Association (also HOA or Master Association) is our governing body
through the Architecture, Rules, and Policy Committees. It has a three member board, two appointed
by WCI and one is a resident of our community. Every homeowner automatically belongs to the POA.
The POA collects dues on a quarterly basis for Comcast and management. Contact the on-site property
manager, David Liston, at 941-441-1813 or dliston@castlegroup.com
>VGRCCA Venetian Golf & River Club Community Association is a voluntary organization started in
2008. It’s a separate organization from the POA, although its members must be property owners at
VG&RC. The VG&RC Community Association was formed as an advocacy group to address issues
which impact all residents, and may involve outside businesses or government entities and may
extend beyond the boundaries of VG&RC. The VGRCCA writes and circulates the e-newsletter Parcels
From Paradise. All residents are encouraged to join to give the Association a stronger voice. The
website is www.vgrcca.us
•A Quick Sell Out The 4th annual Scleroderma golf fundraiser on February 16th is sold out. There
may be some seats available for the dinner and auction. The support Venetian residents give to this
wonderful event is enormous and we thank you!
•The How To’s of Common Interest There’s growing interest in our new Common Interest section of
www.vgrcca.us which links individuals in the community who have similar interests. Please take note
that posts and replies will appear on the Common Interest page, replies being included under the
original topic post. If a poster would like to be contacted directly by an interested party, they need to
state that in their post including their preferred means of contact (e-mail or phone). The interested
party may then reply directly to the poster and also, if desired, directly to the Common Interest forum.
You can also be contacted directly by other interested parties and please say that in your reply with
your contact info. If you have any questions on this, please use the "Contact Us" form available at the
far right side of the Home Page Menu. This is a great feature and we hope you take advantage of it.
•Development and Wildlife Parcels put in a call to the Florida Wildlife Commission based on an
inquiry from a resident as what happens with the wildlife when developers begin to prepare the land
for future homes. The representative of the FWC could not have been more helpful and provided a
number of web sites which outline some of the regulations that relate to this issue. He indicated that in
most instances, developers have been very cooperative in working with the FWC. If you are interested
in the details, a few relevant web sites he cited include http://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protectedwildlife and http://fwcg.myfwc.com/index_files/800x600/slide1.html
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•2014 in Review -- Plus a “Thank You” We decided to end this 2014 edition of Parcels with two
new items. First is the “Year in Review” noting key events for 2014. The second is a special thanks to
those who have given their service to our community by joining the various boards and committees.

The Year in Review
Fitness Center establishes online registration system
Jerry Jasper wins VCDD election
Long time Golf Club General Manager Dan Callendar departs to take a job at the Ritz Carlton resort
VGRCCA web site adds new section called Common Interest
Hurricane Readiness Team established being prepared for the 2015 season
First Bike-O-Rama draws big crowd
CDD awards contract to Vision Landscaping
Laurel Road gets a paving makeover
Plaza Venezia grows with a new salon and a McDonalds
VCDD purchases speed detector to address residents’ concerns
Over 450 attend Town Hall meeting to learn about growth in North Venice
Canines have their day at the 2nd Annual Dog Walk
Big Brothers Big Sisters “Sneaker Ball” raises over $40,000 to benefit at-risk youth in Venice
Scleroderma Golf Event benefitting the Schleroderma Research Foundation raises over $35,000
Community Associations holds numerous one hour educational seminars on a myriad of topics
Chef Tom takes over this key job at the River Club
New geothermal heating source added to the pools
Community Association weighs in on “Gateway to Venice” at Laurel Rd. junction with I-75
VGRCCA monitors building projects in North Venice and addresses Venice Planning Commission
Building boom re-ignites in North Venice with an estimated 6,000 homes to be built over the next 10 years
Big tent covers the Golf Club as part of an insect fumigation project
River Club hosts major events including the successful 10th Anniversary Dinner and Soldiers’ Angels luncheon
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Parcels salutes those who have worked to make this a better place for all:
VG&RC Community Association
Carol Barbieri
Fred Baughman
Terry BeCraft
Marge Chandler
Bill Dwyer
Roger Effron
Jerry Flood
Jerry Jasper
Tom Jones
Diane Maskol
John Moeckel
Bob Samuels
Bill Tvenstrup

VCDD Board Supervisors
Jerry Jasper
Jim Shea
Barry Snyder
Mike Craychee
Harry Orenstein
Tom Jones (retired)
River Club Social Committee
Barbara Bracco
Linda Cautero
Virginia Keller
Sara Quinn
Denise Waite-Milykovic
Sue Terrana
Tom Uzzo
River Club Fitness Committee
Annette Dwyer
Pieter Kohnstam
Lew Perry
Mary Piaseczynski
Joanna Williamson
Jim Summers
Nessa Klienglass
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POA Resident Board Member
Peter Phillips
POA Architectural Control Committee
Howard Slair
Renee Pearlman
Annette Dwyer
Joe Johnson
Scott Pasawicz
POA Rules Committee
Diane Maskol
Jan Johnson
Vicki Coleman
Lynn Scisco
Ray Driscoll
Mitzi Fiedler

River Club Tennis Committee
Dennis Brann
Laurie Kealing
Larry Babyak
Roger Quinn
Noel Samuels
Katherine Souza
Bruce Smith
River Club Facilities Committee
Joe DeVirgilio
Jerry Flood
Richard Ritter
Jim Siekmann
Howard Slair
Steven Klienglass

Calendar is on the following page

Happy Holidays To All!

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Dec. 16– VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30pm)
Dec. 17 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm dliston@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
Jan. 12 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.vcdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Jan. 13 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm

Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
(Prior to 12/31/14)
$ 30.00
$ 55.00
$ 75.00

Membership Cost
(After 12/31/14)
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

