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Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Fit Fest – Another Great Venetian Activity Join fellow residents for the “Fit Fest” at the River Club
on March 16th starting at 7:30am and ending at 2:30pm. The list of ongoing activities at Fit Fest is a
long one, including sunrise yoga, Hula Hoop contest, volley till you drop games, chip-o-rama, and water
aerobics. Fitness information, chair massage, smoothies, acupuncture demonstration and more will
take place from 10am to noon. This is another activity at the Venetian that makes our fitness team so
valuable. Let’s support this new and enjoyable event!
•A Busy Laurel Road A lot has been going on outside the Venetian. Here’s what’s happening:
 Directional drilling under Laurel Road is now taking place near the Jacaranda intersection. It’s
the first step in looping our potable water service to prevent a disruption as happened a year
ago when the water line failed on Laurel Road west of the Venetian.
 There will be a new FPL sub-station across from Ciltadella Drive (back gate) that will prevent
the brief power interruptions the Venetian has experienced over the past several years.
 Recently there was a sewer line break on Laurel Road that required the four VG&RC lift stations
to be serviced by waste trucks for several days. There was virtually no impact on Venetians
other than some possible inconvenience caused by the trucks parked in the immediate vicinity
of the lift stations.
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•A Successful Town Hall Meeting Approximately 450 residents attended the annual Town Hall
Meeting at the Laurel Nokomis School. A great deal of information was provided, much of which is
being summarized in this edition of Parcels. Speakers included County Commissioner Alan Maio,
Mayor John Holic, WCI’s Rick Barber, Venice Zoning and Planning Commission Chair Barry Snyder, and
the President of the Venice Symphony Board Doug Kerr. The meeting opened with a special welcome
from Nancy Dubin, the Principal of the 1100 student Laurel Nokomis School. In her speech, she asked
for a volunteer to help a gifted student with geometry. She got her request answered within 24 hours
and today a Venetian resident is tutoring a very gifted student. We have included pictures below of
this event and also want thank those who attended.

•Answers To Key Questions from Venetians about WCI, Transition, and the Golf Course
Rick Barber, VP of Community Development for WCI, gave an informative report at the Town Hall
Meeting and answered key questions on the minds of many residents:
 When will WCI finish home construction and how many homes will we have at that time?
Substantial completion will occur in early 2017 and build-out is 1,377 homes.
 Where are the areas you are building? Currently building on Padova Way (Grand Villas),
Bella Vista Terrace (Quads), Valenza Loop (Classics) and Portofino Drive (Grand Estates).
 When will the transition of the POA take place converting to an all-resident Board? The
transition is planned for fourth quarter 2015. Anyone interested in serving on a transition
committee should contact the Castle Property Manager and express their interest.
 Any information on the sale of the golf club? No decision yet on when WCI will get serious
about next steps for the golf club, but will probably start that conversation some time in 2016.
At this time, there is no definite plan as to the sale process or the buying process.
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•How Much Future Growth? Barry Snyder, a Venetian resident and chair of the Venice Planning
Commission, gave an excellent presentation on the housing boom forecast for this area. Attached is a
colorful map showing all of the possible housing and commercial developments. There is a potential
for over 17,000 new residents in the area. Barry cautioned the audience that these projects have been
approved but are subject to change. He further said the time frame for eventual build-out is uncertain.

•VGRCCA Annual Meeting The Annual Meeting of the VGRC Community Association will take place
on Tuesday, March 24th at 5pm at the River Club. There will be an election of six board members
and officers will provide a report to members.
•What’s In Your Medicine Cabinet? At our "young" age, our medicine cabinet likely contains a
variety of brand name, generic and over-the-counter drugs at a considerable cost. Why so expensive?
Are cheaper generics as good as brand name drugs? What is the deal with side effects? Oh-oh, my
drug has expired, now what? How do I get rid of unused/unwanted drugs? On Tuesday, March 31st
from 5-6 pm at the River Club, the last of the educational seminars presented by your Community
Association will feature Venetian resident Dr. Jeffrey Freitag, a physician with a background in internal
medicine and over 25 years in pharmaceutical medicine. Dr. Freitag will provide audience members
with the answers to many of their questions. You won’t want to miss this very informative seminar.
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•Request for Volunteers – Adopt-A-Road Campaign You may have noticed the new signs on Laurel
Road – “Keep Sarasota County Beautiful – Adopt-A-Road” – sponsored by the Venetian Golf & River
Club Community Association. The first road clean-up on Laurel Road East from Knight’s Trail to the
Venice Myakka River Park will be on Saturday, March 21st – 9:30am to 11:30am. Volunteers will
start out at the Golf Club (2nd floor) for a brief meeting to cover basic safety issues and pass out needed
supplies (gloves, bags, t-shirts, etc.) and then move on to road clean-up. If you are interested in helping
the “Adopt a Road” campaign, please e-mail Bill Tvenstrup at bill@tvenstrup.org

•Rave For Your Fave This article is written by Carol and Igor Bishko “raving” about one of their
favorite restaurants. (If you want to “rave”, contact rogereffron@comcast.net)
The Sand Trap Sports Bar and Grill is a great place for a night when you can't decide on a cuisine. It
is unique because it offers two distinctly different dining options. This restaurant is extremely clean
and the service is prompt, polite, and professional. A full American pub menu includes great burgers
and wraps and a very nice selection of seafood dishes. My favorite is the roast beef garlic melt. There
is also a full Thai menu (we order from this menu the most). The summer rolls appetizer is not to be
missed (in season) - it is a soft spring roll filled with fresh raw vegetables and a side dipping sauce.
Our favorite entrees are the pad Thai and the cashew nuts. The server is very helpful with suggesting
the right amount of spice for each entree, from "American hot" (mild) to "Chef's special hot" (ouch!)
You'll also be happy with the very reasonable prices. The Sand Trap Sports Bar and Grill is located
in the Venice Village Shoppes Center (just before the Publix) at the corner of Jacaranda and 41 Bypass.
www.sandtrapbarandgrill.com
•A Constant Reminder With more residents and visitors this time of year, please slow down when
driving in the Venetian. And take an extra look for walkers, bicyclists, and golf carts before proceeding
through an intersection. Please use caution when walking and driving in the bright glare at sunrise.
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•It’s The Cute Season First there are the blue heron babies, pictured below (thanks to our treasurer,
Fred Baughman, for the photo). Pretty darn cute! These infants are located in a tree on hole #12 of
the golf course and it’s an annual event in the “rookery tree”. The next round will be sand hill crane
chicks, following their mom and pop. Extra cute! Then, in April comes the mating season for alligators
and as a result, little alligators will be seen. Not so cute! For residents, watching the birth and growth
of the baby birds is a real treat.

•The Latest Restaurant Updates If you have a love for Chinese food, your trip has become shorter.
A new Chinese restaurant, China King, is opening soon at Plaza Vicenza (Publix on Laurel). They will
have carry out and a few seats inside. We have not heard about deliveries. As for the new Asaro
Italian restaurant, they are still working on the interior and Parcels has not received any news as to
their opening date. In the meantime, enjoy some “moo goo gai pan”.
•We Want To Hear From You – Seminars for Next Year We have had very well attended one hour
seminars this year. The last one on “Memory Loss – Alzheimer’s and Dementia” was a sellout. The
speaker, Dr. Julie Coleman, was outstanding. We have also held seminars on a variety of topics
including Are Your Legal Papers in Order, Snakes, and My Achin’ Back. When planning these seminars,
we attempt to feature subjects that will appeal to a wide range of residents. As we plan for next year,
we would like to hear from you. Please hit “Reply” and tell us what seminars you suggest for our
residents. In your reply, please elaborate as much as possible and if you know of a great speaker,
please share the name. We hope to hear from you.
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•The Progress at Toscana Isles Toscana Isles, the new master-planned community off Knights Trail
Road, is well on its way. You see the site infrastructure work taking place on the north side of Laurel
Road, just west of Willow Chase. John Peshkin, a representative of the developer, tells us the sale of
the first 164 lots to home builder D.R. Horton is anticipated to close the middle of this year with
models ready by year end. The community focus will be on water activities made possible by the four
very large lakes located on the property. Homes bordering the lakes will have the opportunity to
install docks for access to canoeing, kayaking, and small electric powered pontoon boats.
As a side note, for VG&RC homeowners located on lakes in the northwest corner of our community:
your lake levels over the past few months have dropped, which may be due Toscana Isles pumping
activities. We are told the Toscana Isles lake directly to the west, which has been pumped “dry” for
construction purposes, will begin to fill within the next couple of months. The good news is that lake
levels should respond accordingly.
•Membership Never too late! We first want to thank the over 600 households who can proudly say
they are members of the Community Association. When driving down Laurel Rd and you see the
“Adopt-a-Road” sign with the VGRCCA mentioned, you can proudly say, “I’m a member.” Joining is
simple either through the form at the end of Parcels are online at www.vgrcca.us

The Calendar follows on the next page
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Venetian Calendar
•
•

Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
March 16 – Fit Fest – 7:30am – 2:30pm
March 18 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 pm)
March 23 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
March 24 – VGRCCA annual meeting – 5pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3pm)
March 31 – Seminar: “What’s in your medicine cabinet” 5pm www.vgrcca.us
April 13 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

April 14 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm

Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar

7|Page

2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership
Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

