April 2015

Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•Clean it up! 18 volunteers took to Laurel Rd. for the initial major clean up as part of the VGRCCA’s
Adopt-A-Road program. The pictures below show the group and the number of bags they collected in
about two hours. The next “Clean Up Laurel Rd.” will be on Friday, May 15th from 9:30-11:30 am.
Volunteers should meet at the Venetian main gate. Board member Bill Tvenstrup is leading the AdoptA-Road effort and would welcome your participation. His email is bill@tvenstrup.org
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•We have your number Have you seen the 2015 Venetian directory? If you have not picked up your
copy, you can do so at the front gate. It takes a great deal of time and patience to complete this project,
and kudos to Charlene Moeckel who spearheaded the effort and who also gives credit to “the best
proofreaders in the south” -- Annette Dwyer, Pat Jones and Pat Rulli. Thanks to Al Churilla for many of
the wonderful pictures in this edition. Parcels appreciates all of these individuals for providing this
valuable resource to our community.
•Enhancing your River Club experience What a nice improvement to see all of the new and betterquality furniture around the pool. This comes after the addition of new lounge and terrace furniture
and installation of new dining room carpet this season. Since the residents purchased the River Club
in 2012, we have seen many improvements which enhance the enjoyment of the facility.
•Venice Beach renourishment project The renourishment of Venice Beach is almost completed.
About 3.2 miles of shoreline between the South Jetty and the Venice fishing pier will receive 791,000
cubic yards of sand. This is a massive undertaking that started in March and is the third restoration of
Venice Beach since 1996. It will leave the beach more attractive to both residents and visitors. Work
will be done in advance of sea turtle nesting season, which begins May 1st.

•Stay in your lane The Venice Police Department/FOP Lodge 57 is holding a fund raiser to benefit
the American Cancer Society on Sunday, April 19th, 3-5 pm. The event is being held at the AMF
Bowling Lanes in Venice at 1100 US41 Bypass. Donations are $15.00 per person, allowing you to bowl
for two hours with shoes included. If you enjoy bowling and want to support this worthy cause, we’ll
see you at the lanes this Sunday.
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•Growth in our area Driving along Jacaranda and Laurel, you have to take a pause when you see all
of the heavy equipment working on developing the land for the Villages of Milano and Toscana Isles.
Before long, we will be seeing buildings and model homes at both developments. Below are pictures of
what will probably be the main entrance for each community.

•For the birds Tucked away off of Tamiami Trail is a special place that is worth a visit. The Venice
Area Audubon Rookery, internationally known to bird photographers, is freely open to all visitors
from dawn to dusk every day of the year. According to their web site, the best times are early morning
or late afternoon. The best vantage point at sunset is from the west side, across from the pavilion. It’s
easy to get to by taking the road between the Anderson County Building and the Florida Highway
Patrol station on Tamiami Trail near Jacaranda Blvd. Go to veniceaudubon.org/rookery for more
information. Bring your binoculars and camera for sure. They will both come in handy.
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•A season of success The final educational seminar called “What’s in Your Medicine Cabinet”
featured Dr. Jeffrey Freitag, who provided the audience with very beneficial information about drugs
and medicine. The VGRC Community Association has put on a number of very interesting seminars
over the past two years, including identity theft, knees and hips, snakes and memory loss. We kept all
seminars to about an hour including questions. We were fortunate to get excellent speakers for each
seminar. A special thanks goes to Venice Regional Bayfront Health for working with the VGRCCA in
planning many of the health related seminars, and also to Tom Nurney and his staff at the River Club
for arranging the room.
•And we hope to continue… During the summer months, the VGRCCA board will begin to plan the
educational seminars for next year. We’d really like to hear from you as to any suggested topics. Our
goal is to put on seminars that have appeal and interest to the Venetian community and do it in about
an hour. Once the topic is identified, we attempt to find an expert in the field who comes with
experience in speaking to large audiences. If you would like to submit a suggestion on a topic or
speaker or both, please send your ideas by clicking on “Reply”.
•Rave for your Fave Submitted by Harvey and Barbara Feltquate
Like most of you, we strive to eat healthier without sacrificing taste and variety. Café Evergreen,
located on 801 South Tamiami Trail, Nokomis, in the charming old bank and post office building,
satisfies our gastronomical needs and more. Their philosophy is to reshape the way we think about
healthy eating. We feel they have succeeded admirably in this endeavor. Café Evergreen’s menu is all
natural and organic. Do not make the mistake of saying ‘ho hum’, shrugging your shoulders and rolling
your eyes upward. Yes, they cater to vegan, vegetarians and gluten free diners but also feature other
food choices you will recognize as familiar and comforting such as beef brisket, Reuben’s, turkey melts
and burgers. The restaurant offers three distinct areas: the juice bar which serves all organic coffees,
espressos, cappuccinos, juices and smoothies, the restaurant with cozily appointed wooden tables, and
a wooden fireplace designed from a local cypress tree and a very unique living wall with growing
plants and healthy ingredients used in the kitchen. So, if you are posed with the question, “Do you live
to eat or eat to live?” at Café Evergreen you can say infallibly…both!!
•Backing up the VPD The Venice Police Department has for the past two years run a Citizen’s Police
Academy, providing an opportunity for city residents to learn more about law enforcement practices.
Activities for the two-month academy include firing weapons, use of police canines and some exciting
interactive scenarios where you play the cop. Last year, Jerry Jasper completed the program. This
year, Venetian resident and VGRCCA membership chair Bill Dwyer participated in the academy and
graduated in a closing ceremony on March 24. Assuming there will be future classes, other Venetians
may want to consider being part of this very worthwhile and educational opportunity. As we get closer
to the beginning of the academy, we’ll include an article in Parcels as to how to apply.
•We appreciate your service Terry BeCraft has resigned his position on the VGRCCA board of
directors and we would like to thank him for his service to the Association. Per our By-Laws, we will
soon name a replacement for the vacant seat.
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•Possibly a contender? If you are interested in running for Venice City Council, the qualifying period
begins at noon, Monday, August 17 and ends at noon, Friday, August 21st. Council seats 3 and 4 will be
on the ballot this fall and a term is for 3 years. A City Council candidate must be a resident who has
been registered to vote in the city for 12 consecutive months prior to August 17, 2015. If local politics
is for you, contact Venice City Clerk Lori Stelzer at 486-2626.
•Never too late One more thing on that to-do list that has perhaps been on there for awhile: join the
VGRC Community Association. Over 600 households in the Venetian have done so and, if for some
reason, you just have plain forgotten, you can either complete the attached membership form or go to
our web site at www.vgrcca.us We thank and appreciate all of our members!
•Until we see you again… The season is winding down and soon many Venetian residents will begin
the trek northward. For “snowbirds”, Parcels From Paradise will assuredly be your link to information
and events in the community and greater Venice area. So whether you are boating on the many lakes
in Wisconsin, eating a peameal bacon sandwich at the St. Lawrence Market in Toronto, or attending a
game at Fenway Park, you can be assured that Parcels will keep you updated on:
-

When and if Asaro’s Italian Restaurant finally opens and the quality of the food
If the “Subway” Plaza gets a new tenant
Changes in the various home developments in the North Venice area
The transition of the Venetian POA to resident control
The behavior of alligators

There is a possibility that when you turn right onto Laurel Road heading for I-75, you will see a group
of full time residents waving goodbye, sobbing like parents putting their little Johnnies and Jennies on
the bus on the first day of kindergarten. Once our emotions are under control, we will then make a list
of the restaurants that we can finally get into with the crowds gone. See you next year!!

The Calendar follows on the next page
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Venetian Calendar
•
•

Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
April 27 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
April 28 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3pm)
May 6 – POA board meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
May 11 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

May 12 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
May 20 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)

Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership
Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$60.00
$80.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

