May 2015

Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.

•Tweaks to Parcels First, thanks for all the positive comments about Parcels From Paradise from
many of our readers. This newsletter is written and distributed by your VGRC Community Association
and we have learned that many of our “snowbirds” enjoy reading it while away, since it serves as a link
to Paradise. We made a few tweaks recently and wanted to share them with you. First, we approached
the Venetian CDD and the POA as to whether they would be interested in having a section devoted to
highlights of their meetings. Both organizations indicated their willingness. Therefore, you will see a
special section written by each respective organization. You will also see a reference to their web sites,
which will provide you with more information. Parcels is committed to keeping our Venetian
community informed.
Secondly, similar to our “Rave for Your Fave” we would like to add a “We Discovered…” column.
Perhaps you have recently taken a tour of the Venice Depot, the Powel Crosley Estate or some hidden
gem way out on State Route 72. You can send Parcels a brief article about your experience and we can
include it in an issue. Hopefully we will have many contributors to “We Discovered…..”
If you have any other ideas about Parcels, just let us know.
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•Volunteers Needed For three holidays (Memorial Day, 4th of July, Veteran’s Day) your VGRC
Community Association places American flags on the driveway entrance to the community. The
purpose is to honor those who valiantly served our country. We need a few volunteers to assist with
placing the flags for the upcoming Memorial Day holiday. If you can assist, please come to the front
gate on Friday, May 22nd at 9: 30 am. All are welcome to assist. The task will probably take 30
minutes or less.
•Restaurant Updates The Italian eatery Asaro’s, located in Plaza Venezia (Laurel at Pinebrook) has
placed a sign indicating that it will open on May 28th. Whether Venetian residents will line up like it
was a Black Friday sale remains to be seen. The inside is very well decorated and has a bar for those
who just want a sip. They also have outside seating. The menu is purely Italian and if you go, let
Parcels know about your experience by clicking “Reply”.
Another restaurant in that same plaza, China King, is now open for those craving for number 24 along
with two egg rolls on the side.
Also open on Tamiami Trail near Albee Farm Rd. is NoKoMo’s Sunset Hut. It is truly a wonderful spot
to enjoy the sunset as shown in the picture provided by Terry BeCraft. Food and drinks are available
for purchase and if you want to play a game of cornhole, the pit is ready for you. Parking is limited on
property, however they have set up additional space next door at the small grocery store.
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•Code Red
The CodeRED® Emergency Telephone Calling System is an extremely
high-speed telephone communication service available for
emergency notifications. CodeRED® employs a one-of-a-kind
Internet mapping capability for geographic targeting of calls, coupled
with a high speed telephone calling system capable of delivering
customized pre-recorded emergency messages directly to homes and
businesses at the rate of up to 60,000 calls per hour. CodeRED®
subscribers control their emergency broadcasts from anywhere in
the world via a secure Internet Portal.2.
CodeRed is for city of Venice residents only. If you are outside
the city limits you are not eligible for this emergency contact system.
Residents are urged to click on the link “ CodeRED Residential and Business Data Collection Page” to
update contact information. Required information includes first and last name, street address
(physical address, no P.O. boxes), city, state, zip code, and primary phone number, additional phone
numbers optional. Sign up for Code Red today. It’s a great system to alert you to city emergencies.
•A Resort for Poochie Yes, on Tamiani Trail (near the Tervis Tumbler store), they are building a new
Pet Resort. Those who don’t have dogs may not understand why it is called a resort or why it will be
furnished with surround sound movies (ie. Lassie, Rin Tin Tin and Old Yeller), natural spring water,
and a camera to allow the owners to see how Poochie is “surviving”. The building, we mean resort,
should be ready by next season.
•VGRCCA Activity Recently, the full Board of the VGRCCA spent several meetings making revisions to
its By-Laws. The updated version is on the web site at www.vgrcca.us Also, Dr. Bruce Smith was
appointed to serve out the term of Terry BeCraft.
•Fire Department Consolidation Update The City of Venice should have a feasibility report on the
consolidation of the Venice Fire Department with the Sarasota County Department by June 11th . The
VGRC Community Association has and will continue to carefully monitor this possible consolidation as
to its impact on overall services to the community as well as any changes with the fire station across
Laurel Road from the Venetian.
•Take Heed Our Venice Community Police Officer, Detective Michelle LaRock, wanted all Venetian
residents to know that throughout the remainder of May, the Venice Police Department and other law
enforcement authorities will be on the lookout for those who are not wearing their seat belts as part of
a nationwide “Click It or Ticket” campaign. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, in 2013, 54% of male passenger vehicle occupants were unrestrained in auto fatalities
compared to 41% of women. Whether it’s a trip to CVS or a ride to the Ringling Museum, buckle up!
•Are you receiving the POA e-mails? If you aren’t receiving the e-mail blasts from the POA, please
contact the property manager Shelley DeJiacomo at 441-1813 or sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
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•Possible November Bond Issue for Venice It looks like registered Venetian voters will see a City
bond issue on the November ballot. Currently the City Council is deciding their priorities from a list of
major needs for Venice. A decision should be reached before the filing deadline of August 21st. On the
wish list for the Council are a parking garage, renovating the restrooms at Venice Beach, buying 39
acres from Ajax Paving near the Venetian and relocating Public Works operations there, rehabilitating
Wellfield Park, and moving the Venice Museum and Archives into a new county library building. The
City has noted that because of a stronger fiscal rating, the cost of borrowing the money is reduced. The
Venice financial rating was upgraded a few months ago by Moody’s from AA3 to AA2 and by Standard
& Poor’s from AA– to AA, and the City maintained its AA rating from Fitch. Your VGRCCA will be
watching these developments and will be including more information in future Parcels.
•Rave for Your Fave “Rave for your Fave” gives an opportunity for residents to share their positive
experience at a local restaurant. This Rave was submitted by Linda Mulligan and Annette Dwyer.
Anyone with a hankering for some down home southern cooking should check out Darrell’s in the
Brickyard on Highway 41 Bypass. From crayfish from Louisiana to shrimp and grits from Charleston to
catfish from Tennessee, you can put some “South in Your Mouth”. He has some of the best pulled pork
and brisket around. With sides like collard greens, fried okra and fried green tomatoes it’s an extensive
menu and quite affordable. There is a good selection of wine and beer, or you can enjoy a large glass of
tea served in a mason jar. The atmosphere is casual with seating both indoors and on the patio. The staff
is friendly and Darrell’s mom works there as well, so there is no slacking. You’ll enjoy the experience and
take home plenty of leftovers.
•Trash Talk On May 15 a large contingent of Venetian residents participated in cleaning up Laurel
Road as part of the VGRC Community Association’s Adopt a Road Campaign. The area stretches from
CVS to the end of Laurel by the river. It took less than an hour to pick up all of the litter on the road.
The next Clean-Up Day will be in two months and at that time, volunteers will be needed. We will be
publishing the date in a future edition of Parcels.
•Valuable Hurricane Information Sarasota County has published an excellent publication entitled
Disaster Planning Guide. This well-done pamphlet provides very valuable information as what to do in
the event of a hurricane along with a large map showing evacuation areas and shelters. The VGRCCA,
as a service to the community, has picked up a number of these pamphlets and placed them at
the River Club and the hallway of the golf club. Feel free to take one. They could come in handy if
a “you know what” hits this area.
Another great resource that you might want to bookmark is the National Hurricane Center website
www.nhc.noaa.gov/. The information found on this website is very comprehensive.
•Membership One more time…just in case you haven’t paid your dues for this year to the Community
Association, our membership form is on the last page.
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The following section reflects highlights of the Venetian CDD and POA meetings as written and
provided by each organization

Venetian CDD News
River Club
The River Club Management Agreement between WCI and the Venetian CDD will expire on September
30, 2015. After calling for and reviewing proposals from several management companies, the VCDD
Board has entered into contract negotiations with Vision Golf Management, Ft. Myers, Florida, to be
the new River Club managing company starting October 1, 2015.
2015-2016 Fiscal Year Assessments
On May 11, 2015 your VCDD Board approved the 2015-2016 TRIM (not to exceed) budget for the fiscal
year starting October 1, 2015. As noted above, this is a proposed budget with the final being approved
only after a Public Hearing which will be held in August 2015. The importance of this proposed budget
is that the non-ad valorem assessments listed on the tax bill you receive each year from the County
cannot exceed those stated in this proposed budget. We are pleased to report that the proposed
assessments have not been increased and are the same as Venetian homeowners experienced last year
(2014-2015 fiscal year). The detailed budget and proposed assessments can be viewed by clicking
Venetian Approved Proposed Budget FY15-16 Packet (5-11-15) at www.venetiancdd.org

Venetian POA News
Board turnover: With WCI intending to transfer control of the POA board of directors to Venetian
homeowners by the end of 2015, a transition committee has been named to assist the board with the
turnover process. The members of this committee are all VG&RC homeowners: Tom Jones, Jerry
Flood, Diane Bazlamit, Bob Monaco, and Jerry Jasper. They had their introductory meeting on May 6
and will be meeting again on June 3. Key issues will be to review the Declaration, By-Laws and Rules
for any revisions, and also to make preparations for the 2016 budget, which will be the first one
without WCI deficit support.
New Rules on trees: The POA board, with agreement from the Architectural Control Committee (ACC)
and the Rules Committee, have added two categories of trees to the list of prohibited plants at the
Venetian. An announcement was sent to all residents to notify them of the addition of Norfolk pine
trees and all human edible fruit trees to the list. Homeowners must remove any of these trees on their
property by October 31, 2015. Please contact the property manager Shelley DeJiacomo at 441-1813 or
sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com if you have questions.
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Venetian Calendar
•
•

Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
May 26 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3pm)
June 1 – VCDD special board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
June 3 – POA transition comm. meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com

June 9 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
June 17 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)
June 22 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
June 23 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are usually held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3pm)

Go to www.vgrcca.us to view the full Community Calendar
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2015 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership
Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

