August - September 2015

Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•How high’s the water? Yes, it’s been a rainy summer, but not equal to last year (so far). And
Tropical Storm Erika fizzled out before reaching Florida, just giving us rain. Here are photos from the
Riverwalk overlook on the Myakka River.

Photo taken last week
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Photo from September 2014

• Rain Dance Paid Off The lack of rain in early July was apparent if you looked at everyone’s gardens,
the brown grass and the low lake levels. Venetians were begging for rain. Then in mid-July, the rains
came. And came. And came even more. Lakes are now full and the Venetian, especially the wonderful
golf course, is a luscious green. Our neighbors to the north in Tampa were deluged with rain to the
point of serious flooding throughout the town. This sparked the question of “Could the same thing
happen to us here in the Venetian?” Parcels reached out to Jerry Jasper, chair of the VCDD and very
knowledgeable on the topography of the Venetian. His direct answer was NO. The reason is that the
areas of Tampa which were flooded didn’t have the stringent standards to which our stormwater
drainage system was designed. The elevations of our streets and homes are well above the 100 year
storm (actually the 500 year storm) flood levels for the Myakka River and Cow Pen Slough, the two
watersheds in which the VG&RC is located. Further details may be explored in future editions.
•Legacy Trail Bridge over Laurel Road Recently the Florida Department of Transportation held an
open house to showcase the proposed Legacy Trail Bicycle & Pedestrian Overpass that will be built
over Laurel Rd. This will enable users of the popular biking trail to avoid having to cross Laurel Rd. at
the existing light. The open house was an opportunity to review the bridge design as well as to ask
questions of the many FDOT representatives that were in attendance. It appears most are in favor of
the bridge but there will likely be further discussions on the bridge design and landscaping. The
construction cost is $2.8 million and once bids are let out and accepted, it should take 18-24 months to
complete the project. Two Board members of your Community Association attended the open house.
•Repairing Venice Hospital….and Its Image Sadly, Venice Regional Bayfront Hospital has been
going through a period of serious issues that have impacted its reputation. First, there was the
question of whether Medicare was going to certify the hospital due to ongoing issues. More recently,
the Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration detailed 13 violations of state and federal law in how
the hospital handled a sewage leak on the second floor post-surgical orthopedic wing. The scathing
report cited rats in the ceiling and sewage leaking into rooms from which patients were not removed.
Cleanup of the mess was neither timely nor thorough, and this was the straw that broke the camel’s
back. Soon after, the CEO quickly resigned. The maintenance director left. An interim chief of nursing
and interim CEO were appointed. The hospital ran a full-page ad in the Herald Tribune and Gondolier
acknowledging their problems and pledging $4.3 million for the next six months to repair and improve
the facility. It’s nice to have a local hospital near the Venetian, but the question is – can they rebound
from all of the negative publicity? We and all of Venice will be watching.
•Save the Date: Masquerade Gala One of the great events at the VG&RC is the annual Big Brothers
Big Sisters gala, which benefits Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast. It’s scheduled for Saturday,
November 7th with cocktails beginning at 6 pm. This year the venue will be the Venetian Golf Club.
There’s always an enjoyable theme for this event and this year is no exception. So get your mask ready
for the “Masquerade Gala.” You’ll have a wonderful evening, while supporting a great local cause!
Please contact Linda Cautero at 203-240-0715 or Rosemary BeCraft at 513-315-1635 to attend.
•Little Known Fact Did you know that Nokomis was named after the grandmother of Hiawatha,
immortalized in Longfellow's poem? The meaning of Nokomis is “daughter of the moon.” This bit of
trivia will enable you to impress your family and friends as you drive down Laurel to Rt. 41.
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•North Venice development status The two new communities near VG&RC are starting to take
shape. Below are photos of Toscana Isles located on Knights Trail:

This is how Villages of Milano on Jacaranda Blvd. is progressing:
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•A Piece of the Rock Remember the old Prudential ad tagline with “Own a Piece of the Rock”? When
the POA transitions into a resident-run operation, you will “own a piece of the Venetian”. Starting in
2016, only the golf course and the Welcome Center will be operated by WCI. With this transition, all of
us will have a stake in the operation of our community as well as ensuring that we maintain and
ultimately increase our property values. This new governance hopefully encourages residents to pay
even more attention to emails sent by the Property Manager. These emails have important reminders
or revised regulations. Meetings of the POA board are announced via email with the agenda included.
•Notes from the POA The Venetian POA transition committee is moving ahead with the budget for
2016 and anticipates a 2-3% increase in the quarterly assessment. They are also reviewing the
revisions of the ACC standards and Venetian rules & regulations. Meetings are scheduled for the first
Wednesday of September and October and resident attendance is encouraged (see Calendar).
•School Bells Ring Sarasota County Schools welcomed over 42,000 students back on August 24th.
Some private and parochial schools started earlier. Please take heed of the posted school zone speed
limit, especially on Laurel Road at Laurel Nokomis School, as well as a portion of Albee Farm Road. For
those who have school aged children living in the VG&RC, we hope you have a great year.
•Great Food at the Golf Club The Golf Club management has notified Parcels that there will be a
special offering open to all Venetian residents on Saturday, Sept. 12th. On that night only, you can buy
one entrée and get a second entrée free. Plus there’s a special called “Chef Tim’s trainwreck challenge.”
If you’re able to finish his Monster Burger Platter, your entrée is free PLUS your table guests get 25%
off their entrée! Bring your friends and your antacids, and call for reservations at 441-2228.
•New Look at the Venetian Main Gate Lights have been added to the arms of both entry and exit
gates to make them much more visible at night, as pictured below.
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•Rave for Your Fave Here residents can share one of their favorite restaurants, and in this issue we
have two recommendations. If you have a Rave, hit REPLY and let us know.
Oh Mamma Mia submitted by Joe and Morena McCormack For a truly authentic Italian dining
experience, you have to try “Oh Mamma Mia” located at 2324 Gulf Gate Drive in Sarasota. Chef
Giuseppe Urbano, native of Milan, Italy, and graduate of the "Carlo Porta" culinary institute, has over
22 years of experience in the food industry and opened Oh Mamma Mia 6 years ago in Gulf Gate. He
brought real Italian food and dining experience to Sarasota and all meals are prepared and
broadcasted live on a giant screen in an open kitchen atmosphere.
On Mondays, “Oh Mamma Mia” is closed to the general public so that Chef Giuseppe can perform an
authentic Italian cooking class in a more intimate atmosphere for private parties. He educates his
customers on the ingredients he prepares as well as a history of the traditional Italian regional recipes.
He will work with you to choose the menu which usually consists of two appetizers, the main meal and
dessert. These are paired with wines chosen personally by Chef Giuseppe from various Italian wineries
for their fine taste and affordability. . A minimum of twelve people is requested and it is recommended
that your group not exceed twenty-four.
The restaurant is open Tuesday through Saturday during the evenings. Reservations are highly
recommended. Phone them at 706-2821 and the website is www.ohmammamiarestaurant.com
Also, mention that you are from the VG&RC and Chef Giuseppe will give you a free glass of wine!
Chaz 51 (former Knights Trail Café) submitted by Donna and Mike Craychee We’ve discovered the
new café and coffee house restaurant replacing the Knights Trail Café at 103 Triple Diamond Blvd. The
new owners, Andrea Amherst and her 3 daughters, have been there about 4 months. She and her
husband are originally from Jamaica and now live in North Port. Her husband is the regional chef at
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse in Sarasota. She is a delightful person. They are only open for breakfast &
lunch now, but will add dinners in the future. The menu is very extensive & provides a large variety
plus daily specials. They have homemade soups & desserts every day, paninis, salads, hamburgers,
combination soup, regular or sweet potato fries, salad and 1/2 sandwich, and pulled pork sandwiches.
The food is delicious and prices are very reasonable. Let's get everyone to support these new owners.
•Back in Business NoKoMo’s Sunset Hut has received the green light to open again after being closed
for a number of months due to code violations. It will take a few weeks for the owner to get staff hired
and the bar replenished. The Hut is located at 690 Tamiami Trail, overlooking Donna Bay, and you
won’t be disappointed with the scenic view. We wish the owner success with his re-opening.
•Notes from the VCDD On August 10, the Venetian CDD Board approved the 2015-2016 FY VCDD
Budget. If you would like to see the details, go to www.Venetiancdd.org and click the link on the Home
Page. Want the "executive summary"? The non-Ad Valorem VCCD assessments that appear on your
property tax bill which you will receive on or about November 1 will be the same as last year.
As previously announced, Vision Golf & Association Management will become the new River Club
manager on October 1st. They have selected Scott Kissell as the new Club general manager. Scott
comes to us from the Cypress Woods Golf & Country Club in Naples, FL, where he served as the general
manager for 11 years. Beginning Sept. 8th, Scott will be working alongside Josh Grant, and Scott takes
over on October 1st. When you have the opportunity, stop by and give Scott a big welcome.
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•Venetian to Be on Venice City Council Venetian resident Rich Cautero is now a Council memberelect, since he was unopposed in filing for the vacant seat on the Venice Council. Incumbent Emilio
Carlesimo will face Fred Fraize for the other seat up for election on November 3rd. Congratulations to
Rich and we wish him well when he takes office in November. All three will participate in the
Candidate Forum at the River Club on October 13th.
•Venice Expo & Venice Craft Festival On October 2 & 3, the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce
will hold their 28th annual expo at the Venice Community Center on Nokomis Avenue. Attendees will
have an opportunity to meet with various businesses on the services they offer. While you’re at your
calendar, add the dates of September 5 & 6 for the 7th annual Venice Craft Festival on Miami Avenue.
•Venetian on Venice Traffic Task Force Venetian resident and VGRCCA board member Carol
Barbieri will serve on the newly formed Venice Traffic Advisory Board. Their charge is to tackle
everything from traffic to parking, especially at the height of the season. Another hot issue is the
number of times the island’s bridges are raised throughout the day. They will meet monthly and their
next meeting is on Sept. 3rd at City Hall.
•City Plans to Purchase Site North of VG&RC At their August 28 meeting, the Venice City Council
budgeted funds to purchase 34 acres of the former Venice Minerals property on the northern border of
the Venetian. Potential uses for the land include a sports park (baseball, softball, soccer, etc.), a new
site for the City’s public works department, or light industrial/commercial businesses. The VGRC
Community Association will keep you updated on the City’s plans to buy and use this property.
•Upcoming Seminars and Events Your VGRC Community Association will be featuring a number of
events and activities again this year at the River Club. Our seminars are an hour in length and tap into
some local resources and experts to speak. In the past we’ve had lectures on a wide range of topics
including memory loss, identity theft, wills and trusts, and the still talked about “snakes.” We can tell
you already that the very popular Bike-O-Rama III has been scheduled for Saturday, January 9th.
Two gardening seminars are on the calendar thanks to the hard work of Renee Pearlman. We’ll be
publicizing these events in advance and they’ll be open to all Venetian residents.
•Flu Shots To Be Given At the Venetian In cooperation with your local Publix store, the VGRC
Community Association has arranged for residents to get their flu shot right here at the Venetian. The
date is Monday, September 21st from 11am-2 pm at the River Club. Also available are flu, shingles,
pneumonia, and Tdap shots. No appointment is needed. Please bring a picture ID and your insurance
card. Publix can bill Medicare or private insurance for eligible patients, and those paying co-pays or
out-of-pocket should bring cash or a check. This is the 2nd year the VGRCCA has provided this service
to Venetians. The Association will have a membership table available at this event and those wanting
to join or renew their membership can do so with checks, credit cards or cash.

CALENDAR continues on the next page
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Venetian Calendar
•
•

Upcoming meeting dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Sept. 2 – POA transition comm. meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
Sept. 8 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm
Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Sept. 9 – POA board meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
Sept. 14 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Sept. 16 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)
Sept. 28 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Sept. 29 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 7 – POA transition comm. meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
Oct. 12 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Oct. 13 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Oct. 13 – Candidate Forum – 6pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 14 – POA board meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
( Prior to 1/1/16)
$ 30.00
$ 50.00
$ 70.00

Membership Cost
(As of 1/1/16)
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

