October 2015

Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•To our loyal readers When Parcels was first published in 2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will see various sections that contain similar kinds of articles. We will continue
to make improvements in the future to ensure that Parcels is enjoyable to read.
We really enjoy hearing from our readers and your comments and feedback are greatly valued. What
articles do you enjoy and what else do you want to see? To contact us, just click on “Reply” and write
your comments. Welcome to another great season and thanks for reading Parcels From Paradise.

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD – ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
•Candidate Forum Although it probably won’t be as exciting as the recent Presidential debates, one
of the well-attended events is the annual VG&RC Candidate Forum, which will be held on Tuesday,
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,
Emilio Carlesimo and Fred Fraize. You will also briefly hear from councilman-elect Rich Cautero who
lives at the Venetian. As we have done in recent years, there will be an opportunity to ask questions of
the candidates. We have a sizeable number of Venetians who are eligible to vote and hope that the
Candidate Forum will help all become better informed voters. The event should last about an hour.
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•Honoring the VETS There are two major Veterans Day activities that honor those who are serving
or who have served. The first is the placement of flags on the driveway, which occurs on Tuesday,
November 10th starting at 9am. Volunteers are needed, so please come to the front gate and join us.
This activity will take about 15 minutes.
The other activity is the 1st annual Venetian Veterans Scrambling for Charity. This golf event is open to
all resident and will be held on Thursday, November 5th. Proceeds benefit the Fisher House, a home
away from home next door to the Tampa VA hospital for families of acutely hospitalized veterans. The
event begins at 8:15 am, with golf and lunch as part of the festivities. The Golf Club pro shop has the
details and sign up forms. It’s a great way to play the course and support a very worthwhile charity.
•Training that will serve you well What do you do if a person goes into cardiac arrest? Do you
know how much time experts say you have to keep the person brain alive? It’s anywhere from 4-6
minutes. That’s a very short time. Therefore, to better prepare all Venetians, your VGRC Community
Association has reached out to the Venice Fire Department who will provide CPR training for
residents. This training session will take place at the River Club on Monday, October 19th. You can
choose a morning (9am – noon) or afternoon session (1-4 pm). The cost is $5.50 that goes to the
American Heart Association for a certification card, which is good for two years. To register, please
email rogereffron@comcast.net with your name(s), morning or afternoon session and phone number.
This is on a first come, first served basis with 20 as the maximum number. If there is an overwhelming
interest and the class is full, the VFD will provide another training session in the future.
•Masked Men….and Women Time is ticking away to get your tickets for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Masquerade gala to be held on Saturday, November 7th. This year’s event is being held at the Golf
Club which has secured a large tent to cover the open upper level for a fabulous evening of dinner and
dancing. Plus you can take part in one of the best silent auctions around town. For more details, call
Rosemary BeCraft at 513-315-1635 or Linda Cautero at 203-240-0715. If you can’t attend the Gala,
you can be part of the Ladies Luncheon Mad Hatter High Tea on October 15th at the River Club with
festivities beginning at 11:30am and a delicious luncheon at noon. Tickets for the luncheon are
just $17 per person and benefit Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Sun Coast. And yes, there is a Best Hat
Contest. The parade of beautiful women going into the River Club for this event will make the Oscars
red carpet look elementary.
•Great Response to Flu Shots None of the 80 plus residents cried or had to be held down when they
received their flu shot at the River Club on September 21st. This event was arranged by VGRCCA and
was so well-received that we will possibly consider a repeat visit by the pharmacists from Publix.
•Brochure about Activities and Events You should receive in the mail soon a tri-fold brochure with
all of the activities and events for 2015-2016 sponsored by the VGRC Community Association. We’ve
planned some exciting seminars including “Police Use of Force, The Beat Goes On” and “The Weather
with meteorologist Bob Harrigan”. The ever popular Bike-O-Rama III will be held in January. You’ll see
two wonderful green thumb seminars that in the past have been very well attended. This brochure is
being distributed early in the year to enable folks to mark their calendar for the season. Copies of the
flyer are also available at the River Club and the Golf Club.
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LOCAL NEWS, EVENTS AND ATTRACTIONS
•Police Chief to Retire Venice Police Chief Tom McNulty has given notice that he plans to retire in
December of this year. Chief McNulty has been a true friend of the Venetian. He has responded to all of
our questions and concerns; he has established a Community Oriented Policing program that assigns a
Venice officer (Michelle LaRock) to our community; he established a Citizens Police Academy resulting
in two of our residents attending this training; he has spoken at our Town Hall meeting providing
updates, honest answers and advice. He will truly be missed. We wish him well in his retirement and
thank him for his great service to Venetian residents.
•Changes in the Lineup With the news of Chief McNulty’s retirement, there is also news about other
city officials who are parting ways. Fire Chief Tom Warmen has elected to resign. Pam Johnson, the
city’s public information officer and Jeff Snyder, the Finance Director will also be departing. We wish
all of them well and thank them for their service to our community.
•Mote Marine Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium is excited to share that the exhibit "Oh Baby!
Life Cycles of the Seas," originally scheduled to close on Sept. 27th, will become a permanent feature.
This family-friendly, educational exhibit invites visitors to discover ocean animal “romance” and
reproduction, babies of many species, and the survival challenges facing new generations of marine
life. These topics are central to marine research around the globe, including the world-class science of
Mote Marine Laboratory. If you haven’t been to the Mote, it’s a very worthwhile experience. For
details on the “Oh Baby” exhibit, go to www. mote.org/exhibits/details/oh-baby-life-cycles-of-the-seas
•Fascinating New Ecotourism Program The NY Times in a recent Sunday travel section highlighted
a unique travel experience right here in Sarasota. This is a non-profit organization that specializes in
eco tours of the area’s most beautiful attractions. The first is a 4-day trip entitled “Inspired Sarasota
Bay.” The cost of a 4 day tour ranges from $875 - $1,250, with commuter rates for some trips. Many of
the trips involve kayaks, canoes or bikes, all supplied by the company. It’s different, unusual and
educational. This is not your ordinary run of the mill - sit in a boat - and watch the scenery adventure.
Check out their web site at www.ecko.tours You won’t be disappointed.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
•Knights Trail extension With development expected to accelerate east of I-75, Sarasota County is
revisiting a once controversial plan to extend Knights Trail Road north to Clark Road and create the
southernmost section of a major new thoroughfare that would extend all the way to Manatee County.
Transportation planners presented the County Commission with a proposal for the new route, and
Commissioners voted to move the concept plan forward but asked for more information on potential
impacts to environmental lands and existing county facilities. This project is on the radar for your
Community Association and we will keep residents informed as necessary.
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•Honore Avenue Extension Update If you’ve driven down Laurel Road, you’ve certainly noticed the
progress that is being made for the Honore Avenue extension at Pinebrook Road. It may look like it’s
ready to open but sorry, it’s not. The county website provides the latest update (September 2015) of
this project, saying: “Construction continues throughout the project and is now 70 percent complete.
Storm water work is nearing completion at the south end and sidewalk and multipath construction also
continues. Signalization, road base, and the Fox Creek bridge construction are on-going. Intersection
work at SR 681 continues. The project is expected to be completed in Spring 2016.”
•Express Bus Service to SRQ Parcels noticed that there is no public transportation going east on
Laurel Rd. As we all know, this area will be booming in the next few years. Therefore, Parcels reached
out to Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) to inquire whether they had any plans for future routes on
Laurel Rd. The timing of the call could not have been better. The SCAT representative indicated that
beginning in November, there will be an express bus (Route 80) that will go from PGT/Technology
Drive (north of the Knights Trail & Laurel Road intersection) to the Sarasota Airport, stopping at
Doctor’s Hospital, Sarasota Memorial Hospital, and Ringling Blvd. The fare is $2.50 each way. For
more information, you can contact SCAT at 941-861-1234 or go to www.scgov.net/scat
•More Rooms at the Inn It appears there soon will be construction beginning on a new 100 room
Hilton Homes2 Suite hotel in Nokomis. The hotel will be built at the corner of Tamiami Trail and Albee
Road West. For those who use landmarks to determine locations, this is in the area of Brandi’s
Restaurant and Matthews Curie Ford. The hotel is scheduled to open up in December 2016.
•Lift Station Appearance When driving down Laurel past the wall of the Toscana Isles development,
you will note on the right what is called a lift station on a concrete slab. Lift stations are facilities
designed to move wastewater from lower to higher elevation, particularly where the elevation of the
source is not sufficient for gravity flow and/or when the use of gravity conveyance will result in
excessive excavation depths and high sewer construction costs. Venice’s utilities department is
looking at this station as well as the 86 others in the city, reviewing the aesthetics of each one. The
VGRCCA is supporting this effort and made a presentation at the City Council meeting on September
22nd expressing the importance of improving the appearance of lift stations.

NEW FINDS
•Triton Jewelry A new jewelry store is now located in the Publix Shopping Center at 41 bypass at
Laurel Road. They do a wonderful job on repairs and can do most while you watch and wait. A
diamond ring that needed six prongs repaired was only $40.00; a watch battery was only $5.00. The
showroom is beautiful and the jewelers will custom design a piece of jewelry if you don’t find what
you’re looking for. If you have jewelry for sale, they also buy quality gold and diamonds. It’s a good
find close to the Venetian.

4|Page

•An Addition to the Plaza Life got a little easier for Venetian residents with the opening of a new
store in the Plaza Venezia. Located on the left side of Asaro’s Restaurant, you will find Qwik Pack and
Ship. They offer a full complement of services besides just packing and shipping. Need copies made,
notary service, postage stamps, business cards, eBay sales? Qwik Pack has them all. They use DHL,
United State Postal Service and Fed Ex as their carriers for your shipping needs. Their phone number
is 941-412-4862. Visit the store and meet owner Steve Csiszar, and tell him that you just live down the
road at the VGRC.
•Want to be a Master Gardener? If you have a passion for plants and want to become a Master
Gardener, UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County is looking for volunteers to join its highly selective
program. Local residents will be taught about gardening, landscaping and managing pests in ways that
protect Florida’s natural resources. In their first year, trainees complete a multi-week, hands-on,
university-level training program and 75 hours of volunteer service. Each following year, volunteers
contribute 35 hours of volunteer service and complete 10 hours of continuing education to maintain
their status as a Master Gardener. To learn more about the program, call 941-861-5000.

NOTES FROM THE VCDD
The River Club is up and running under new management and did not miss a beat in the transition.
Much of our IT, including telephones, Internet and Wi-Fi connections as well as data transmission and
accounting systems, were previously part of the WCI network and had to be replaced. All are
functionally operating but not necessarily at optimum level. Please bear with us as we “tweak” the
systems over the next few weeks.
Those of you who are here are no doubt happy to see the same faces behind the desks, at your fitness
classes and the tennis facility as well as serving you in the lounge, the dining room and pool-side. For
those of you who have not yet returned, we are pleased to let you know that, other than for a couple of
exceptions, all the previous staff has continued on under the new management company.

NOTES FROM THE POA
The POA’s transition committee will meet at 10am on Oct. 7th, and the key agenda topics are the 2016
budget, possible updating of the Master Declaration, and finalizing the revisions of the ACC standards
and Venetian rules.
The POA board meeting on Oct. 14th has been changed to a 9am start time. The same agenda topics
plus others are planned for this meeting. All residents are welcome to attend these meetings at the
River Club.
At both of these meetings, Christine Klopotic will be introduced as our new property manager.
Christine has been with Castle Management for the past year and she’ll be replacing Shelley
DeJiacomo, who is moving to another Castle managed property later in October.
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EXTRA HELPINGS
•Community Association Membership Drive With the season fast approaching and I-75 traffic
getting heavier with out of state license plate, we have been fortunate in seeing a significant increase
in our membership every year. There is always confusion about the alphabet soup of organizations at
the Venetian (VCDD, POA, and VGRCCA). Just for clarification, the VGRCCA is the group that:










Conducts an annual Town Hall meeting and Candidate Forum
Assisted in applying $5.5 million in road impact fees to build the Jacaranda Blvd. extension
Monitors industrial development as well as key city issues that impact the Venetian
Participates in the “Adopt a Road” program, providing a volunteer clean-up crew of Venetian
residents for Laurel Rd.
Holds Bike-O-Rama offering free bike maintenance for biking enthusiasts
Writes and distributes the Parcels in Paradise newsletter as well as the Community Directory
Places flags on the Venetian entryway to honor those who have served
Lobbied for the paving of Laurel Road going east into the Myakka River Park
Holds a number of learning seminars that tap into the resources of the Sarasota community

To those who have joined in the past, we say “THANK YOU.” To those who would like to join, please
complete the membership form at the end of Parcels or go to www.vgrcca.us to pay your membership
dues online. Your membership sends a message that you support the need for a strong community.
•Gigantic Accomplishment In the last edition of Parcels, we talked about Golf Club Chef Tim’s
“Trainwreck Challenge.” If you were able to finish his monster burger platter, you received a free meal
and your guests received 25 percent off their meal. Picture this…. the burger consisted of 2 bacon
grilled cheese sandwiches as the buns, 2 - 8oz burger patties with 4 slices of white American cheese, 2
over easy eggs, 4 oz. of lettuce, onion and tomato and 8 onion rings. Three brave souls entered the
Challenge. One tapped out. Now for the winners. Parcels doesn’t normally mention winners and
others, but in this case, an acknowledgement is due to anyone who eats such a monstrous burger. The
two hamburger consumption winners were Fred Williamson and David Fischer. A final note. In
checking with the Sarasota E.M.T.’s, there were no emergency runs made to their homes that evening
nor is there any truth that the champs will enter the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest next July!

CALENDAR continues on the next page
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates
•
•

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Oct. 7 – POA transition comm. meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
Oct. 12 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Oct. 13 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Shelley DeJiacomo at sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Oct. 13 – Candidate Forum – 6pm www.vgrcca.us
Oct. 14 – POA board meeting – 9am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
Oct. 21 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)
Oct. 26 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Oct. 27 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3pm www.vgrcca.us
Nov. 5 – Green Thumb seminar – 4pm www.vgrcca.us
Nov. 9 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Nov. 11 – POA board meeting – 10am sdejiacomo@castlegroup.com
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
( Prior to 1/1/16)
$ 30.00
$ 50.00
$ 70.00

Membership Cost
(As of 1/1/16)
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:

Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name

8|Page

_________________________________________
Owner Signature

