December 2016
Published by the VGRCCA asOctober
a service to2015
our members and residents of the
Published by the VGRCCA
as a service
to River
its members
Venetian
Golf and
Club. and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.

this
Edition
HIGHLIGHTS
•To our loyal readers WhenInside
Parcels was
first
published/ in
2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will see various sections that contain similar kinds of articles. We will continue
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•Candidate Forum Although it probably won’t
exciting as the recent Presidential debates, one
AndbeMasore
of the well-attended events is the annual VG&RC Candidate Forum, which will be held on Tuesday,
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,
Emilio Carlesimo and Fred Fraize. You will also briefly hear from councilman-elect Rich Cautero who
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reading
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thereParcels.
will be an opportunity to ask questions of
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a
sizeable
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eligible
and hope that the
you have a story idea click on “reply”
let to
usvote
know.
Candidate Forum will help all become better informed voters. The event should last about an hour.
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Right in your own backyard — Activities and events at the
Venetian
• Educational seminar
January marks the month that the VGRCCA begins its first of three educational seminars, open
to all residents. The first one is “Preparing You for the Unexpected” which will be presented
by Tidewell Hospice. It will be held at the River Club on Monday, January 9, 2017, 5 pm
This should be a very interesting program. It’s a tough topic to discuss but really necessary.
Many of Venetian residents must face the reality that a loved one or even ourselves may be
diagnosed with a chronic or life threatening illness. At the seminar, experts will discuss more
about the practical aspect of advanced care planning handling the emotional aspect of receiving
a chronic diagnosis and coping with loss.
• It’s Here Again……Bike-O-Rama IV
Are you ready for Bike-O-Rama IV? This highly popular event will be held on Saturday,
January 7, 2017,9 am-noon at the River Club. In collaboration with Bicycles International
located at 1744 S.Tamiami Trail, bikers can put their bike(s) through a free maintenance check.
While waiting and gabbing with fellow bikers, you can view the many new bikes and equipment
on display. We’ll have donuts and lively music to make this another wonderful Bike-O-Rama.
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• Membership
Time is running out for those interested in getting a small discount for their VGRCCA membership
for 2017. Pay by December 31 will mean one more task off your to do list. You can pay either
online or through the attached membership form. If you need to check on your membership
status, go to www.vgrcca.us/membership.
Pictured below is VGRCCA President John Moeckel talking at a council workshop, addressing the
importance of having a park in Northeast Venice. For external issues, the VGRC Community Association
becomes your advocate. Your membership adds to the strength of our organization and community.

• Have an Issue?
The VGRC Community Association focuses primarily on issues OUTSIDE the gates. Meetings
are held at the River Club the 4th Tuesday of every month beginning at 3:30 pm. If you have
an issue you want to discuss, fill out the contact form on the web site, www.vgrcca.us. If you
want to attend a meeting just to see what is discussed, all meetings are open.
• Good news for Breakfast Buffs
The affable Food and Beverage Manager, Tom Nurney, indicated to Parcels that the homerun hitting
Sunday Breakfast Buffet would continue throughout the season at the price of $8.95. The cost
includes coffee and juice. Reservations are necessary due to the high interest in the Sunday buffet.
• November 30,11:59 am
The above date/time marks the end of the Hurricane season for Florida. At the Venetian, we are
fortunate to have a Hurricane Response Team (HRT) ready to be employed in the event a hurricane
is imminent. This year there were so many who volunteered to assist. As part of the organization,
we had a group of 13 Command Center Captains. Two captains were assigned every week of the
hurricane season to lead the HRT. Parcels salutes these volunteers for their willingness to provide
the leadership to this program. We also had a number of resident volunteers to captain the three
major teams: Assessment, Communications and Outreach. Finally, we had about 100 people who
volunteered to be a part of the teams. This was an example of our community coming together to
help in case of a hurricane on the horizon. Again, thanks to residents who said, “yes, I’d be glad
to help.”The Community Association and its members underwrite this project.
3|Page

• Save the Date
There will be a woman’s charitable event at the Golf Club on February 7,2017, starting at 8:30
am. You do not have to be a golf club member to participate. The American Cancer Society
will be the charity that benefits from this event. Lots of fun, lots of prizes, all benefitting the ACS.
For more information contact Selma Block at 941-375-8396 or Shirley Pollack at 941-244-0063.
• The Wall of Something
There has been a noticeable increase in the number of hits from residents on the Wall of Something.
This electronic bulletin board is a first for Venetian residents. The Community Association is glad
it has introduced the Wall and will continue to host it assuming there is plenty of resident interest.
Become a waller at www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something.
There have been many items for sale plus some special requests. Residents are always looking for
great service providers. Therefore, if you have a great roofer, house cleaner, plumber, electrician,
lanai specialist, give them a plug on the Wall.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
• What’s with the Sign?
A friendly resident asked Parcels about the electronic September – March possible lane change sign on
Laurel Rd. Did it mean next September and why so early? Was it last September and why was it posted
so late? Parcels contacted the appropriate county person who did his own investigation. He replied
that the sign refers to the Bold Landscaping project at Exit 195.
One other part of this story: there is also a blue sign indicating that if you had any questions about the
project, call a posted 800 number. Parcels called twice and each time the call went to a Print Company
who knew nothing about the sign. When Parcels brought this to the attention of the county official he
also discovered that a wrong number had been posted. The sign has now changed.
• The City’s New Vice Mayor
Congratulations to Venetian resident Rich Cautero for being
nominated and elected by his fellow council persons as the Vice
Mayor, City of Venice. Councilman Cautero has made a strong impact
on city politics in his first term. Congratulations!
• Get Ready for the Opening of WaWa
WaWa on Jacaranda is getting closer to completion each day with the opening scheduled in late December
or early January.
• Regional Trail Meeting
The Gulf Coast Regional Trail Summit will build local, regional and statewide support for a multiuse trail along Florida’s Gulf Coast. Participants and speakers at the Summit will focus on securing
funding sources for local and regional trails, building political support, connecting communities,
and naming/branding the regional trail.
The Gulf Coast Regional Trail Summit presented by TBARTA (Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
Authority), set to be held 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 23, 2017, at the Venice Community Center.
More information at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gulf-coast-regional-trail-summit-tickets-30139179096?utmmedium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utmsource=cp&utm-term=listing
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External Events That We’re Watching
• Sarasota Sheriff’s Vehicle Maintenance Facility Update
In last month’s Parcels we detailed information about the
possibility of a new sheriff vehicle maintenance facility at Laurel
Road and Honore Avenue. The VGRC Community Association
supported the project. You can find a letter of support with more
information that was sent to the County for the project on our
website at WWW.VGRCCA.US The County Commissioners held a
rezone meeting for the property on December 13 and the rezone
was approved.
• Bold Landscape Project I-75 at Laurel Road
The Bold Landscape Project at I-75 and Laurel Road is now fully
underway. It is expected to be completed by April 2017. It will show off our interchange as a gateway
to North Venice and other local areas. It should also help increase property values in this area. The
budget for the project was also increased from $1,072,000 to $1,600,000. The project will have more
landscaping with Sylvester Palms and Royal Palm Trees. Your Community Association was able to
gain approval of this project with the Florida Department of Transportation.
• Sarasota Memorial Hospital Update (SMH)
SMH extended their appreciation to the Venetian for its letters of support for the proposed hospital
in North Venice. The letter stated”
“We would be so appreciative if you could convey how grateful we are for all of the letters submitted
in support of our project, many from residents of the Venetian. The Florida Agency for Health Care
Administration received more than 100 letters of support for SMH, and the state agency included a
summary of the letters and their major themes right at the beginning of its report recommending approval
of our new hospital! Many thanks to everyone who took the time to write!”
The VGRC Community Association was also successful in getting PGT, Tervis Tumbler, Nielsen and
Publix Super Markets to send letters of support.
The only drawback now is if other local hospitals challenge the Certificate of Need approval for SMH,
it could de-rail this project or at the least delay it. If no delays then SMH expects the construction
to take about 3 years.
• Venice Parks Planning Meeting, December 12, 2016 Update
The Council Workshop on Parks, held on December 12 at the Venice Community Center was well
attended by many Venetian residents. Their attendance proved to be very helpful urging the need to
develop some portion of the 34 acres on our northern border into a local park. Three speakers spoke
in behalf of the Community Association. Some on Council are not necessarily in step with the vision
we presented as to the location and extent of facilities we feel are needed for northeast Venice. Based
on the information and feedback at the meeting, the VGRC Community Association will continue to
strategize as to the best method(s) to promote the need for a park in northeast Venice.
The next Council Meeting on this topic will be January 10,2017 at 9 am. The VGRC Community
Association will be in attendance
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NOTES FROM THE POA
The POA annual meeting was held on December 6th and about 275 residents attended. Two board
member positions were on the ballot – Jerry Flood was re-elected and Steve Thomaston was elected
as a new member. Both will serve 2-year terms.
Discussion topics included:
•

Irrigation compliance – This issue is of major concern and focuses on the Irrigation watering
schedules, durations and wet check periods. The POA will be putting out a directive on this issue
indicating the severity of the problem and the consequences if non compliance occurs.

•

Home rental policy – a committee of 2 board members and 3 homeowners will be monitoring
website ads for home rentals that are not in compliance with the deed restriction allowing no
more than 4 rentals per year and a minimum of 60 days.

•

New POA website – www.venetianpoa.com – residents are requested to use this website for the
meeting calendar, POA rules and regulations, ACC applications, enroll in account auto-pay, subassociation contact information, directory forms, and to e-mail the property manager. All of this
content is open without a password.

•

Venetian Directory – please fill out a Directory change authorization form if there are any changes
to your address or contact information. Forms can be downloaded from the POA website. The
2017 directory will be completed by late January.

Top 10 reminders:
1. Update your contact information at the River Club website www.venetianriverclub.com and
with the POA www.venetianpoa.com
2. No contractor work is permitted on Sundays and major holidays

3. Call the front gate (488-7108) if you’re expecting visitors/services
4. Please observe the Venetian’s posted speed limits and stop signs
5. Holiday decorations are allowed until January 10

6. Check your irrigation timer settings and change your battery

7. Sub-association boards and management should be contacted directly
(this applies if you live in landscaping-provided neighborhood)
8. Any changes to the exterior of your home require ACC approval

9. General maintenance of your home is a year-round responsibility
10. Important Venetian websites:
POA = www.venetianpoa.com
VCDD = www.venetiancdd.org
VG&RC Community Association = www.vgrcca.us
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NOTES FROM your CDD
A well-attended Traffic Enforcement Workshop was held on December 12, 2016, at the River Club.
The presentation, questions and comments were primarily directed at the possibility of bringing the
Florida Highway Patrol into our community on a spot basis to help curb speeders and the running
of stop signs. Suggestions for possible alternatives were offered by those attending which will be
taken into consideration by the Board.
A second workshop on the same topic will take place on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, at the River
Club at 5:00 pm. This will be another opportunity for the community to ask questions, make
comments and provide ideas on how the problem of unsafe driving within our community can best
be addressed. The next regular meeting of the Venetian CDD Board of Supervisors will take place
at 9:30 am on January 9, 2017 at the River Club.

EXTRA HELPINGS
When does the POA meet? What did the CDDD discuss at their meeting? When is Shredfest? How
do I know when the POA meets? Will I get emails telling me when every meeting is scheduled?
These are the questions we hear but there are answers. Yes, it may be difficult to keep track of
everything but the three Venetian organizations are aware of the importance of communications.
So what can you do to keep tabs of all the meetings and events because you are interested in seeing
what is being discussed.
1. Bookmark the three organizations:
		
www.venetianpoa.com
		
www.venetiancdd.org
		
www.vgrcca.us
All sites have a calendar of upcoming events and meetings. All have minutes of past meetings.
All have an agenda for upcoming Board meetings posted at the appropriate time
2. In Parcels, there are two sections, “Notes from the POA and Notes from the CDD that provide
quick highlights of previous meetings and/or items of importance
3. Also in Parcels, usually at the end of each edition, there is a calendar of events.
4. For some special meetings, the various organizations may send out a special email blast.
5. Parcels has published its yearly Activities and Events tri-fold brochure that was sent by US Mail
to all residents. Extra copies are available at the Golf Club and River Club.
6. Signs may be used as the POA did with their Annual Meeting.
So if you really want to be on top of things at the Venetian, yes, it may take a little work on your part,
but the information is there for you to become a better informed resident.

Happy Holidays!

FROM THE VGRC COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
•
•

Dec. 12 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Dec. 12—VCDD Traffic Enforcement Workshop – 5pm www.venetiancdd.org
(workshop will discuss bringing traffic enforcement into the Venetian)

Dec. 13 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Wilz at cwilz@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm.)
Dec. 20 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday; change due to holidays)
Jan. 4 – POA board meeting –1:30pm cwilz@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wednesday at 1:30pm. )
Jan. 7 – Bike-O-Rama – 9am – Noon www.vgrcca.us
(get a free maintenance checkup on your bicycle from Bicycles International)
Jan. 9 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Jan. 9 – Preparing You for the Unexpected – 5pm www.vgrcca.us
(presented by Tidewell Hospice)

Jan. 10 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Wilz at cwilz@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Jan. 23 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Jan. 26 – POA Rules Committee – 9:00 am cwilz@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Wednesday at 9:00 am)
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2017 Dues & MeMber InforMatIon forM
Joining The Vgrc community Association
thank you for your VGrC Community association membership. Your dues
keep both our organization and community strong!

Please complete the items below.

16 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term

Membership Cost

1. online at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/ We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
___ One year
$35.00
the information
below is on the website.
___ Two years
$55.00
___ Three years

$75.00

2. Write a check, payable to VGrC Community association and mail to:
Treasurer
TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
urely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
305 Martellago
your check to: Treasurer
North Venice, FL 34275
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

to:

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

MATION:
________________________________________________________Date:__________________

Membership Term

ver Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

Membership Cost

ess: ___________________________________________________________________________

___ One year
___ Two years
_________________________________________
___
Three
Owneryears
Signature (best offer!)

e #: ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________

_________________________
me

$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

Membership Cost
(If paid prior to 1/1/17)
$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

Note the discount for multi-year membership.

MEMBER(S) INFORMATION (Please Print)
Name(s):

Date:

Venetian Address:
Other Mailing Address:
Preferred Telephone #:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:

We consider our household (Please check the appropriate box)
 Full-Time at the Venetian

 Part-Time at the Venetian

 We do not live at the Venetian,
but own property at the VGRCCA

Thanks again for joining, and through your email we send you our very informative newsletter, Parcels.
080916 - Membership Information Form
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