March 2016
Published by the VGRCCA asOctober
a service to2015
our members and residents of the
Published by the VGRCCA
as a service
to River
its members
Venetian
Golf and
Club. and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
Inside this Edition / HIGHLIGHTS

•To our loyal readers When Parcels was first published in 2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format
to become
even more reader
Town Parcels
Hall Meeting
Highlights
- pg 3 friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will see various sections that contain similar kinds of articles. We will continue
Venetian Residents Shine with “Silver Foxes” - pg 5
to make improvements in the future to ensure that Parcels is enjoyable to read.

Review of new Cine Bistro - pg 6

We really enjoy hearing from our readers and your comments and feedback are greatly valued. What
Sarasota
in Venice
pg on
7 “Reply” and write
articles do you enjoy andSupport
what elsefor
do you
want to Memorial
see? To contact
us, just -click
your comments. Welcome
anotherby
great
season
and thanks
for reading
Parcels
Paradise.
NewtoRuling
City
on Sunday
Evening
Work
- pg From
7

Survey to Gain Input on Parks - pg 7
The Turtle vs. Pepe - pg 9
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD – ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Presentation at the Town Hall Meeting regarding the Concrete Crushing Plant - pg 10
•Candidate Forum Development
Although it probably
won’t
be asNortheast
exciting as Venice
the recent
Presidential
debates, one
Activity
Map:
- pg
11
of the well-attended events is the annual VG&RC Candidate Forum, which will be held on Tuesday,
And MORE
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,

Emilio Carlesimo and Fred Fraize. You will also briefly hear from councilman-elect Rich Cautero who
Thank
you for
reading
lives at the Venetian. As we have done
in recent
years,
thereParcels.
will be an opportunity to ask questions of
the candidates.
We
have
a
sizeable
number
of
Venetians
who
are“reply”
eligibleand
to vote
hope that the
If you have a story idea or a new find, click on
let and
us know.
Candidate Forum will help all become better informed voters. The event should last about an hour.

1|Page

Right in your own backyard — Activities and events at the Venetian
VGRCCA SPONSORED EVENTS - UPCOMING
• Police - Use of Force Presentation
Monday, March 14, 2016
5:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.
Venetian River Club
Police - Use of Force is a presentation by the Venice Police Department about one of the media’s most written
and talked about topics. Members of the Police Department will discuss the thought processes an officer
goes through when contemplating physical or lethal force. The officer will share with you the continuum of
tactics that police employ when faced with a situation that may require use of force. In This presentation will
be fast paced and leave you with a more detailed understanding of this topic. A must attend!

A Topic of National Interest
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Sponsored by your VGRC Community Association • www.vgrcca.us

• What’s The Weather Today - Bob Harrigan, ABC-7
Monday, April 4, 2016
1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Venetian River Club
Bob Harrigan, ABC 7’s Chief Meteorologist, has been forecasting Suncoast weather for 28 years, with
forecasts currently weekdays at 5:00, 5:30 and 6:00 and 11:00 P.M. Bob has a unique perspective on
Hurricanes. He was able to experience the power of these storms close up. In 1996 he flew into the eye
of a 115 mph hurricane named Bertha aboard the famed Hurricane hunter aircraft. In 2004 he boarded
NOAA’s hurricane hunter aircraft, the P3 Orion, and flew into an even stronger storm named Ivan. Strong
storm systems can pop-up quickly here on the Suncoast, and Bob always makes sure viewers are armed
with knowledge to help them get through severe weather when it threatens our area. Bob will share his
expertise on hurricanes, as well as the development in recent years of changing weather patterns (i.e.
devastating tornadoes, extremes of heat and frigid weather).
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VGRCCA SPONSORED EVENTS - RECENT
• VGRCCA Annual Town Hall Meeting Draws Over 400 Residents
A packed house of 400+ attended this year’s Annual Town Meeting sponsored by the VGRCCA. With
the theme of Take the Journey, the agenda consisted of updates of all the major developments in North
Venice. Highlights of the meeting include:
•

Sarasota Memorial will be submitting an application to the state with the goal of opening a hospital
on the northeast corner of Pinebrook and Laurel Roads by 2019.

•

To date, no application to the city has been filed in behalf of the Concrete Crushing Plant. The
company had previously held an informational sessions where residents were invited.

•
•
•
•
•

There has been no movement with the Portofino area which is zoned for commercial mixed use that
could include “big box” stores, small retail, professional offices and residential

There has been discussion of connecting Knights Trail to Rt. 681; but according to County
Commissioner Maio there appears to be no immediate attention that will be paid to the idea.
A mini storage facility has been slated for the piece of property just west of CVS.

The realtor for the “Subway Plaza” indicated an increase in interest for this location, but still no
confirmed tenants.

Mayor Holic discussed his vision for the area that included affordable single family housing, a new
elementary school, a new police station and a greenbelt park. The rationale for affordable housing
relates to the workforce needed to fill many of the jobs in this area. The site would be the Bridges
Property, owned by Gulf Coast Foundation.

At the end of this edition of Parcels, is the map that was displayed at the Town Hall Meeting that illustrates
the many developments in northeast Venice. Also, as the Concrete Crushing Plant appears to be on the minds
of Venetian residents, we have attached a copy of the speech that Jerry Jasper presented at the Town Hall
meeting. Knowing the importance of both the Affordable Housing and the Concrete Crushing Plant, the VGRC
Community Association will be constantly monitoring any new developments and updating the community.
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• “The Eyes Have It” -Eye Seminar
Dr. James R. Lenhart, O.D., an Optometric Physician at the Center for Sight, hosted “The Eyes Have It”
- a one hour seminar held on April 29, 2016. The presentation attracted a full house of residents! Dr.
Lenhart delivered an outstanding presentation highlighting five areas: cataracts, diabetic eye condition,
glaucoma, macular degeneration and dry eyes. There was plenty of time for questions, all of which Dr.
Lenhart superbly answered. Those who attended commented that his presentation was delivered in a
very clear, understandable manner.

SPECIAL MENTION
• Look for Your Community Directory
The new Community Directory will soon be in the hands of residents with a projected delivery date of
March 23rd. This helpful directory is a collaborative effort between the VGRC Community Association
and the POA. A special thanks to the volunteers who assisted in assembling this year’s (and previous
years) Directory.
• VGRCCA Informational Brochure
To detail its important role in the community, the VGRCCA recently
published an informative and attractive tri-fold brochure. Copies are
available in plastic holders in the lobbies of the Venetian River Club and
Venetian Golf Club.
• Delivery Room
Two furry, ultra-cute Sandhill cranes were spotted recently on the golf
course under the watchful eye of their mother and father (see picture) If
this is your first time in Paradise, this annual birthing event draws a loud,
“ahhhhhhh, aren’t they cute?” Mom and pop will teach their young ones
about living in the wild in Paradise. As the sand crane totally ignores
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all pedestrian rules, it is up to drivers
to slow down. Those little guys and gals
will be following their parents and, yes,
may be walking in the middle of the
street clueless about the traffic. By the
way, congratulations to mom and pop;
but remember, please don’t ever feed
them food as your special gift.

LOCAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
• Venetian Residents Participate with “Silver Foxes”
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 – Saturday, March 26, 2016 Venice Theatre’s Main Stage
“THE SILVER FOXES are going BACK TO BROADWAY! Are you familiar with The Silver Foxes? They
are a professionally directed volunteer troupe of over-55 singers, dancers and actors that has been in
existence for almost 25 years. When you go you will notice some of your neighbors who are part of
this troupe. Their reputation has spread far and wide with audience and booking demands growing
each season. They travel throughout the area from November to April performing at communities,
organizations and various other venues. From March 22-26, 2016 The Silver Foxes bring their Big Show
to Venice Theatre’s Main Stage, led by well-known director, Brad Wages. The Silver Foxes are part of
Venice Theatre’s Education and Outreach Dept. The money raised through roadshows and ticket sales
goes to fund theatre camps and programs for community youth looking to be involved in all aspects of
theatre arts as well as for those college bound students looking to major in theatre. Buy your tickets by
calling Venice Theatre’s Box Office at 941-488-1115 or go to www.venicestage.com.
• A Kodak Moment - Venice Camera Club

Showing now through March 19, 2016 Pinebrook South Club House
A number of Venetians are involved in the Venice Camera Club. The Club is holding an exhibition of
Fine Art Photography up to March 29, 2016. It is being held at the Pinebrook South Club House, 1343
Featherbed Lane in Venice. The exhibit is comprised of 80 photographs from over 40 members of the
club and the hours are daily Monday through Friday from 12:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. It’s really a great show.
• Another Wonderful Charity Fundraiser

The 5th Annual Swing for a Cure Scleroderma golf fundraiser recently held at the Venetian was a rousing success again. The event raised more than $62,000, netting approximately $55,000 all earmarked
for research and patient support. More than 200 residents, neighbors and friends participated. Event
co-chairs Ronni and Cos Mallozzi thank the entire community for their generosity.
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LOCAL BUSINESS NEWS
• New Owner of Plaza Venezia
Publix has purchased the Venezia shopping center except for the outparcels. Currently the only cosmetic change that is slated by the new owners will be an upgrade of the landscaping. Three new tenants
will open soon: All State Insurance, Holiday Pools, and Laurel Primary Care (part of the Gulf Coast Medical Group). A current tenant, Quik Pack and Ship, recently added some very nice, reasonably priced gift
items. Please be sure to visit and support these local businesses!
• New Businesses at the Busy Jacaranda Exit

The Jacaranda exit is busy with three new businesses being built. Dunkin Donuts is located next to Race
Trac and is scheduled to open this week. WaWa is being built close to Race Trac and according to the
realtor, should be open in 6-9 months. Finally a new memory Center facility, Autumn Leaves is being
built near the Jacaranda Plaza, but Parcels forgot when they said they would open.
• Cine Bistro Review

Residents Rick and Judy Mazrin attended the new Cine Bistro in the Westfield Southgate Mall. This is a
unique place given that you can watch a current movie while dining. Parcels asked the Mazrins about
their experience.
1. What type of food do they serve….burgers, prime rib, etc.?
A full menu, including filets, sandwiches, appetizers, desserts, coffees, just like a restaurant,
2. Do you eat while you watch?
Your food is delivered before the movie. Eat while you watch the movie.

3. Do they have servers? If so, is food service provided during the movie?
They serve before the movie starts. You can go out and get drinks or more food if you desire.

4. Is the movie price separate from the dinner price? Can you just go to see the movie and not have any meal?
The movie is separate. Pay for tickets online or at ticket desk. Pay for food after you pick your
items. You do not have to order food if you don’t want to; but, that’s the idea, like a dinner show.
Prices are competitive. We think it’s worth the price. Add 17% percent tip onto your bill.
5. Do you have to get early to take care of all of your dinner needs, prior to the movie starting? How early?
When you get seated a server gives you a menu. You order then pay immediately. You can bring
drinks in from the lounge area. We arrived an hour early to get a feeling for what they do. We
enjoyed a cocktail then brought it into the show.
6. How is the setting?
The seats are very comfortable - oversized and they recline. Not crowded together, either! They
have a big screen and a good sound system.
Thanks to Judy and Rick for this helpful review!
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OUTSIDE THE GATES
KEY AREA DEVELOPMENTS
• Support for a New Hospital
As mentioned at the Town Hall meeting, Sarasota Memorial Hospital is going through a process that will
lead to the building of a hospital some three miles from the Venetian. In a two page letter to the Agency
of Health Care Administration in Tallahassee, Florida, VGRCCA President John Moeckel concluded with
“The Venetian Golf and River Club Community Association requests that Sarasota Memorial Hospital’s
application to build a new acute care hospital in Venice, Florida is approved.” Individual letters of
support can be sent by residence to: The Agency of Health Care Administration, 2727 Mahan Drive, MS
#8, Tallahassee, FL 32308, Attn: Marisol Fitch, Health Administration Services Manager.
• Final Answer - Sunday Operations

There has been some confusion as to whether certain companies on our northern border were permitted
to work on Sunday evening. In the past, companies were permitted for Sunday evening work after
submitting a special application to the city. Recently, the City Manager, after conferring with the City
Attorney, ruled that under no circumstance, are the companies permitted to work on Sunday evening.
• Comprehensive Plan Update

Remember that community meeting held at the Elks Lodge where input was given for the city’s
Comprehensive Plan. To review all of the data from this meeting, visit the Venice City Government link:
http://venicegov.com/Municipal_links/Plann_zoning/comp_plan_update/files/Northeast%20Venice.pdf.
Please note that the raw data is 365 pages but you can get through it very quickly. It is interesting to see
the comments residents made in this area.
• Batter Up

The Atlanta Braves are scouting the area where they can relocate their spring training facility. The latest
reports indicates an interest in the property around Rt. 41 and River Road in south Sarasota. This would
add another team that will be located within driving distance from the Venetian. The other three are the
Pirates in Bradenton; Tampa in Charlotte County; Orioles in Sarasota.
AROUND THE CITY AND STATE

• Zika Virus
Governor Rick Scott directed State Surgeon General Dr. John Armstrong to activate a Zika Virus
Information Hotline for Florida residents and visitors, as well as anyone planning on traveling to Florida
in the near future. The hotline will be managed by the Florida Department of Health, and will answer
questions on the Zika virus and the state’s preparedness efforts. The phone number for the Zika Virus
Information Hotline is 855-622-6735.

• Parks Master Plan - Take the Survey
A survey about future parks and recreation for Venice has been placed on the city’s website. Go to
www.venicegov.com, under “Latest News” and you will see the Parks Master Plan Survey. The survey
should be available until the end of the month. Don’t put it off, though. It is important that our residents
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take advantage of this opportunity to provide input.
• Contacting Your Local Elected Officials

Throughout the Town Hall meeting, there were questions regarding how to contact city and county
elected officials. Here is some contact information that should be helpful
Venice and County Government Contact Information
City of Venice:
If you want to send an email for all Venice Council members, use the email,
citycouncil@venicegov.com. You can also send individual emails by using the
first letter of the Council member’s first name accompanied by the full last name
followed by sending it to venicegov.com. For example, if you wanted to send an
email to Council member Kit McKeon, the email is kmckeon@venicegov.com. To
mail or hand deliver your letter, the address for city council is 401 W. Venice
Ave, Venice, Florida 34285. The phone number is (941) 486- 2626
Sarasota County:

Similar to the City of Venice, you can send an individual email to one of the County
Commissioner by using the Commissioner’s first letter of the first name, his/her
full last name followed by scgov.net. For example, if you wanted to send an email to
Commissioner Alan Maio you would send it to amaio@scgov.net. For US mail, the
address for the county commissioners is 1660 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, Florida.
34236. Their phone number is 941-861-5000.

Remember: Communication is not confidential

As in most states, your communication to any elected official is a matter of public record. In essence, anyone
can see the communication you sent. Not to discourage anyone, but remember your communication
can be viewed by the media that may lead to a call from the press or in certain situations, a quote (or
the entire communication) being printed or referred to by the media. When you are communicating in
written form with elected public officials, the word confidential is not part of the equation. However,
Sunshine State rules should not discourage one from communicating with any elected official whether
it is the city, state or federal government.
One final note... if you want to avoid a written record of the details of your communication, you can
always elect to call the official.

VGRCCA Membership

• Membership and Your Property Values
Bill Dwyer, Venetian Golf and River Club Community Association (VGRCCA) Membership Chair, is pleased
to announce that the association has experienced steady growth in membership. This growth exemplifies
and validates the need for dedicated team that focuses time and resources to issues “outside the gates”.
To our current members, the VGRCCA appreciates and values your support. For those residents who
are deciding on whether to join, please consider that you have a sizeable investment in your home.
With that investment, you have an interest in preserving the value of your home. A key factor that can
adversely affect your property value is the surrounding neighborhood. With the growth in our area, now
more than ever Venetian homeowners are faced with activities that will affect our community. Some of
the changes may be a plus; but others can result in adverse consequences. The good news is that we
have the VGRCCA focused upon monitoring activity, reporting issues to its members, and taking action
when required on “outside the gate”issues that adversely affect our quality of life and property value.
VGRCCA’s membership is nearing 700 members. The VGRCCA stands united with these members who
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share an interest and concern for the relationship between outside the gates developments and their
property value. If you are not a member, we ask that you please join the VGRCCA by completing
the form at the end of this edition of Parcels or online at www.vgrcca.us.

Straight from the POA
At the March POA Board Meeting, about 20 homeowners were in attendance. Topics covered
included legal counsel and rules pertaining to dogs, lanai under-overhang paint colors, and lanai
lighting. Appeals to the rules on Norfolk pines and swinging screen doors were denied. Terms and
new members for ACC and Rules committees were discussed, along with fining procedures and limits,
ACC standards regarding the number of front yard trees and heights, and allowance of queen palms
but not royal palms. An e-blast on safety of the community’s roads and sidewalks was discussed for
Christine to send out to residents

EXTRA HELPINGS

• Place your Bets: The Turtle or Pepe
Ok, it’s time to place your bets on who will win the race....The Turtle vs. Government Political Process
(a.k.a. Pepe).Well, early odds say that the Turtle is a 2-1 favorite over Pepe. That is good news for Venetian
residents. Why? It is apparent that it is a rather lengthy process for city and county governments to approve
various policies and procedures. We even heard this at our recent Town Hall meeting when there was some
frustration when many of the topics finished with the words of “in process”, stay tuned” and “it will be a few
years before something happens.” Although we would like to see the Sarasota Memorial Hospital built on
Monday, the Concrete Crushing Plant issue resolved by Tuesday, and the Affordable Housing issue resolved
by Wednesday, that’s unrealistic. Government political process is slow. However, here’s the good news. While
these plans and ideas are out there, the city and county give residents ample time to give input. We have seen
workshops on the Village of Milano, the Concrete Crushing Plant, the City’s Comprehensive Plan and more.
In this edition of Parcels we urge Venetians to complete a Parks and Recreation Survey. If you want your
opinions to be heard, you can instantly email your Council Member (please see contact information article).
In addition, you can address Council directly during the audience participation segment. The important fact
is that there is time NOW to give input - before the “race” is over. Once the bricks are laid, the train has left
the station. It’s great that Pepe is slower than the Turtle - it gives us ample opportunity to be part of the race.
Have a comment or a suggestion for a future article? Let us know by clicking on Reply to this email.
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Presentation By Jerry Jasper at the Town Hall Meeting regarding the
Concrete Crushing Plant
Let me start off by saying that we are in the very early stages of investigating exactly what the potential
crushing plant applicant will propose and how it might affect our Community. Other than some past history
on the property upon which the plant would be built, the only definitive information we have directly from
the proposer was that provided in a Public Workshop presentation and a follow up email to us clarifying
some of the statements made at that Workshop. That presentation was held at City Hall on January 11. The
Workshop, even though held on the Island and in the evening, was attended by nearly 50 Venetian residents.
For those of you who were not there, I recall the preliminary site plan for the proposed new facility included
an office, a shop warehouse, an area to store idle portable crusher equipment and a space where a portable
crusher would be set up on site to process reclaimable concrete and I assume, reclaimable asphalt as
well. There were designated storage areas for scrap concrete and asphalt being brought in from various
outside construction sites on a continuing basis as well as areas to store the materials once they had been
processed. We were told the plan was to stockpile scrap materials until a sufficient amount was accumulated
to justify a crushing operation, which might last for a matter of days or even a few weeks. It was stated that
the accumulated operating time for the crusher would be equivalent to approximately three months per
year, meaning it would be operating about one-quarter of the time. The delivery of the scrap materials and
shipping of the recycled materials would occur on a continuing basis.

Now, for a bit of history. This property, known as 520 Gene Green Road, consists of 9.9 acres and is located
northwest of us, next to the Preferred Materials Asphalt plant and directly north of the Toscana Isles
development. If you look at the map in your hand-out, you will find it top-center, marked “Rinker Materials
Site”. In June of 2004, it was annexed into the City of Venice with all the other industrial properties to our
north with the exception of the Ajax Paving plant. At that time, the property belonged to APAC, now known
as Preferred Materials.
About one year after the property was annexed into the City, Rinker Materials, a contract purchaser, applied
to the City to have the property rezoned to “Planned Industrial Development” for the purpose of constructing
a Concrete Block Manufacturing Facility. In January 2006, the City approved that rezoning and the proposed
Block Plant. For the next 9 ½ years the property remained dormant and in possession of the same owner
until July, 2015, when it was purchased by an entity connected to Crush-It, Inc.
John Peshkin, the developer of Toscana Isles, and we have agreed that first and foremost, we need to determine
exactly what impact, noise-wise, the proposed crushing plant will have on our respective communities. As a
result, emails have been exchanged with the landowner’s attorney suggesting that a noise study would be a
good first step and asking if they were willing to cooperate in such a venture. They answered in the affirmative.
We solicited and received proposals from two acoustical consultants familiar with industrial generated noise.
Just today, one of those proposals was provided to the landowner’s attorney for agreement on scope and cost.

At this time, it is premature to argue the “legalities” of what the landowner might propose as there is not a
formal application to determine exactly what they plan or on what basis they are requesting approval. For
now, we intend to continue interfacing with Crush-It and their attorney regarding the noise studies. We fully
realize that when it comes to outside influences on our community, this proposed crushing plant ranks very
close to or is number one among your concerns. At the appropriate time and, may I re-emphasize, at the
appropriate time, let your City Council Members and Planning Commissioners know how you feel about
this proposed plant. In my mind, that time will not arrive until Crush-It’s rezoning application has been
submitted and a determination has been made as to how it will impact our Community. Please be assured
that we will keep you, as Venetian residents, updated on a continuing basis via email blasts and if necessary,
community meetings, as future developments arise.
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

•
•

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
March 14 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
March 14 – VGRCCA seminar: “Police use of force” – 5:00pm www.vgrcca.us
March 16 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)
March 22 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30 pm)
March 22 – VGRCCA annual meeting – 5:00pm www.vgrcca.us
March 28– VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
April 6 – POA board meeting – 1:30pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Monday at 1:30pm)

April 12 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Klopotic at cklopotic@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

