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INSIDE THIS EDITION / HIGHLIGHTS

•To our loyal readers When Parcels was first published in 2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will
see various
that contain
“Coffee
and sections
Conversation
withsimilar
Rich”kinds
pg.of2articles. We will continue
to make improvements in the future to ensure that Parcels is enjoyable to read.

New Utility Emergency Line pg. 3

We really enjoy hearing from our readers and your comments and feedback are greatly valued. What
articles do you enjoy and what else
you want to see?
To contact
FiredoDepartment
Saga
Ends us,
pg.just
5 click on “Reply” and write
your comments. Welcome to another great season and thanks for reading Parcels From Paradise.

Roundabout Anxiety pg. 5

Update on Concrete Crushing Plant and Other Important Issues pg. 6
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD – ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Take a Minute pg. 7

•Candidate Forum Although it probably won’t be as exciting as the recent Presidential debates, one
And MORE
of the well-attended events is the annual VG&RC Candidate Forum, which will be held on Tuesday,
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,
Emilio Carlesimo and Fred Fraize. You will also briefly hear from councilman-elect Rich Cautero who
Thank you for reading Parcels.
lives at the Venetian. As we have done in recent years, there will be an opportunity to ask questions of
the candidates. We have
number
of Venetians
who areand
eligible
to vote
and hope that the
If youa sizeable
have a story
idea
click on “reply”
let us
know.
Candidate Forum will help all become better informed voters. The event should last about an hour.
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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD — ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
• Coffee and Conversation with Rich
Monday, May 9, 2016
9:00 A.M.

Venetian River Club

The Venetian is fortunate in having for the first time, a community resident serving on City Council. Rich
Cautero was elected last fall and has certainly made his mark in a short timer. Councilman Cautero will hold
a “Coffee and Conversation with Rich” on Monday, May 9th at the River Club from 9 – 10 am. This event
is sponsored by your VGRC Community Association. Those attending will be able to hear from Rich about
the key issues that council is facing. There will be ample time to ask questions and give citizen feedback. It’s
a great way to find out what is happening in your city while enjoying that morning cup of coffee.

Parcels applauds Rich and others who give their time freely to making this a better city. The city is always
looking for residents willing to participate on one of the many advisory boards. Recently, Venetian
resident Fred Gibson was appointed by the Mayor to serve on the Construction Board of Adjustments and
Appeals. If you are interested in volunteering on one of the City of Venice’s many Advisory Boards, go to
https://venice.granicus.com/boards/w/a1670d2da5a32ba5 for details.
• Harrigan a Huge Success
The final VGRC Community Association educational seminar featuring ABC 7’s meteorologist,
Bob Harrigan, was highly successful in front of a packed house. Bob provided some interesting facts
about the weather and stayed after his presentation to answer individual questions. Bob generally feels
that this area is not a prime target for hurricanes. He strongly emphasized that when you hear thunder,
immediately take shelter. He couldn’t say enough about not prolonging your golf or tennis game or any
other outdoor activity when you hear that first boom. His presentation was well received and we thank
Bob for such an outstanding and informative presentation.
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• Box Tops For Education- Let’s Keep it Going
Snowbirds, before you head home check your pantry for the pink, dime sized, box top stamps. The
effort to collect box top stamps continues throughout the summer. And once you get to your summer
spot, keep collecting them as they won’t take up much room in your luggage on the way back to Paradise. For all of those who stay in Paradise, keep bringing them to the River Club. Each box top is worth
a dime to our Laurel Nokomis Elementary School.

• How Do You Say It?
A long time resident and snowbird on Mestre Pl. recently reported to Parcels that she was awoken by
some loud grunting sounds coming from her backyard. Curious, she took a look out the window and saw
two alligators engaged in……well…..not sure how to say it in this family oriented community. What we
can report is that once the “act” was completed the male alligator rolled over and went to sleep while
the female alligator sat on the bank of the lake appearing to work on her claws. (Ed note – the previous
sentence was somewhat of a stretch) Yes, April is the mating season for those prehistoric creatures. We
advise all residents to be careful during this time, as the males get quite frisky, going lake to lake to find
that special woman.
• A Great Deal - Special Summer Golf Membership Offer
The now private Venetian Golf Club is offering a Summer Golf Membership program. These limited seasonal memberships are being offered from May 15 through October 15 and give full access to the Golf
Club. The Membership fee of $1000 + tax includes unlimited golf, golf events & tournaments, charge
account privileges, complimentary practice range privileges, GolfNet handicap system, exclusive access
to Member Dining, seven day advance tee times and limited reciprocal privileges. Don’t delay, this is a
limited time offer that can only be enjoyed this summer. For more information, contact Joseph Iafe, General Manager, at 941-441-2287 or email at josephiafe@wcicommunities.com.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

• Water Line Breaks and Sewer Back Ups
The City of Venice Utilities Department has recently reviewed and updated contact procedures for
the public to use in the event of service emergencies like a water line break or sewer back up. The
emergency phone line for Utility service problems is 941-486-2770. This is not a new number,
but it should be noted that this line is designated for emergencies only. A Utilities employee is on
duty, including after regular business hours, to receive emergency calls. The Utilities Department
phone system protocol has been changed to accommodate emergency situations where a number
of residents may be calling at the same time. After discovery of an emergency situation (either
detected by city staff or via a resident call), the system will be programmed to provide an automated message to subsequent callers indicating that the problem is known and is being addressed.
The automated message will also afford the caller an option to leave a message and their contact
information is they wish to receive a return call about the incident. If a utility function or other
critical public service failure rises to a general public health and safety crisis, callers can also dial
911 to reach the Sarasota County Public Safety dispatch center. However, the newly upgraded Utilities answering service should be sufficient to address most Utilities Department problems.
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• Paradise Grill Update
The new Paradise Grill which is in the old location of Ophelia in the shopping plaza at Laurel and 41 is
up and running. As with any new restaurant there are some early hiccups in business operation. But
they all have been corrected. Residents Kathy and Bob Alexander forwarded the following comments
about their recent experience - “We had a great experience last evening. The menu was varied and all
our meals were delicious. The owner came over and chatted. It was a bit empty, so we are hoping more
folks will give it a try and support them. We will surely be back.”

• Are you a “waver or non-waver?”
You can add to your to your summer do list a one hour drive to St. Petersburg to see major league
baseball featuring the Tampa Bay Rays. You don’t have to ever worry about a rainout at the domed
Tropicana Field. What a great way to spend a hot day in air conditioned comfort, chowing down on a
hot dog, smothered with onions, sauerkraut and mustard and watching America’s pastime. If you are
really a true baseball aficionado, you can participate with thousands in the “wave”…unless you are
one of those anti-wave people who refuse to stand up. Go to www.tampabayrays.mlb.com for tickets
and schedules. If you want to take an even shorter drive down 75, Exit 179, you can see Tampa’s
Class A team, the Charlotte Stone Crabs. It’s a fun thing to do. The crowds are small and the beer and
weenies are inexpensive. Perhaps you will see one of the future stars of the Rays and tell your great
grandchildren that you remember when Derek was playing with the Crabs. Batter up!
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• Final Chapter: As the Fire Department Turns
Parcels has been covering in soap opera fashion the ongoing saga of the possible merger of the Venice
Fire Department with the Sarasota Fire Department. The story has been going back and forth. One
week, it’s on; another week, it’s maybe; another week, possibly if the following takes place. At a recent
Council Meeting, it was decided that the soap opera will not continue. The issue of the merger is over.
Thank goodness.
• Roundabout Anxiety

What has 161 crashes in a 3-year period and when some senior approach it, heart palpitations
increase? You win the prize if you said the Jacaranda roundabout. The Venice roundabout is the
worst intersection by far, with 50 crashes last year and a 4.16 rate per volume of daily traffic.
The county considers a 2.0 rate as
critical. The next worst roundabout in
2014 was Honore Avenue at Webber
Street with nine crashes and a 1.38 rate,
not enough to put it near the Top 20
worst intersections. County officials are
studying the problem and attempting to
come up with a solution that will reduce
the fender benders. Parcels, as a public
service, thought it would be beneficial to
provide the following hand-drawn map
which clearly depicts how easy it is to
master the Jacaranda roundabout:

• “Only in the agony of parting do we look into the depths of love.” ~George Eliot
A wave, a tear and a right turn on Laurel heading to the entrance to Interstate 75. Yes, it’s the annual
pilgrimage north for many who have settled at the Venetian during the winter months. About a third of
the residents will remain on premise this summer, hoping that the humidity is somewhat tolerable. We
hope if you are heading north that your journey is a safe one. We trust you will continue to read Parcels
to keep abreast of what is taking place in Paradise. We will be awaiting your return in the fall and pardon us if we tell you how easy it was to make restaurant reservations, get a tennis court or tee time, do
laps in the empty swimming pool and not worry about traffic on the interstate. Keep in touch!
• Honore Rd. Opening
As of this writing, the new Honore Rd. has not opened and a call to county officials indicated it would
be “soon.” A Parcels reader pointed out with this 2,7 mile, extension opening, it will provide a backdoor
“shortcut” to the Westfield Shopping Center/Costco’s. Map it and you’ll get there faster than 41.

UPDATE: HONORE RD. IS NOW OPEN!
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UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
• Concrete Crushing Plant
Crush-It, the company proposing to build a concrete crushing plant on Gene Green Road just north of Toscana
Isles, has applied to the City for a Temporary Use Permit. When issued, this would allow them to temporarily set up a potable crushing plant and bring in scrap concrete to simulate the operation they are proposing.
Professional acoustical engineers would then perform studies on the operating plant to determine the noise
impact on Toscana Isles and the Venetian. The Temporary Use Permit will be time limited, providing a fixed
duration for the test facility to be setup, the tests to be performed and the portable crushing equipment and
any support facilities to be removed from the site. Representatives from your Community Association are
following this proposed facility very closely, working with both the City and Vanguard Land, the developers
of Toscana Isles. No commitments have been made to Crush-It based on the results of these tests.
• City Purchase of Old Venice Minerals Property
As previously reported, the City had budgeted to purchase the lower 39 acres of the Old Venice Minerals
property, now commonly referred to as the Ajax Property. This is the property bordering the Venetian on
the north where until recently, the tall piles of mined aggregate, also known as “Mount Venice”, were located.
Over the past few weeks, funding was almost lost due to a need to make up a shortfall in certain City pension
obligations. During this period, your community representatives have been making it known to City Council members that the City needs to purchase this property in order to keep it out of the hands of a private
industrial buyer. At their last meeting, Council voted 6 to 0 to purchase this property using alternate funding
available to them. Representatives from your Community Association are already working with the City as to
how this property can best be used to mitigate the impact on homeowners living in the northeast part of the
Venetian. You can be assured that residents in the affected area will be continually consulted as this process
with the City goes ahead.

• County Sheriff Fleet Maintenance Facility
Sarasota County is planning to put a bond referendum on this November’s ballot that will include a new
County Sheriff Fleet Maintenance Facility. One of the locations high on the list for this new facility is
County owned property on the west side of the new Honore Ave. extension, just north of Laurel Rd. Plans
are that the facility would be accessed from the Honore Ave. side of the property with the Laurel Rd. side
being buffered by existing wetlands and landscaping. Should this project go ahead, Sheriff Tom Knight and
County Commissioner Al Maio have assured us that any building would be attractive and blend well into
the surroundings. This facility is just one projects that would be involved in moving many existing Sheriff
operations from the existing space on Ringling Blvd. in downtown Sarasota, freeing up property next to the
County Jail, possibly for future expansion of that detention facility. As always, Parcels will keep you informed
as this proposal develops.
• Sarasota Memorial Hospital in Venice
Sarasota Memorial submitted its Certificate of Need application to Florida’s Agency for Health Care
Administration. More than 180 letters of support accompanied it from people throughout the community.
(Thank you for your support!) June 3 is the deadline for the initial decision from the state. If the state denies
our application, we can request a hearing to appeal the ruling. If the state approves our application, other
local hospitals can appeal that decision. Assuming we are approved and there are no delays, construction
will take about three years, so we would expect the new Laurel Road hospital to open its doors in 2019. In
addition, the city of North Port recently withdrew its interest in having a SMH in their city.
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NEWS FROM THE POA
The POA Board of Directors met on April 6 and about 15 residents attended. A new legal firm, Becker
& Poliakoff, was selected to handle the POA’s needs and has received our new client Information. Our
previous firm, Cohen and Grigsby, has received our resignation. Appeals to rules regarding a front
door glass insert containing color and a home business were denied. Several topics including rule
violation fining procedures and amounts, applicants to the Rules committee, and the painting of a wall
connecting two courtyard homes were discussed. The board voted to include the entire back wall of
a home, including the area inside the covered lanai where sliding doors are located, in the paint color
selection approval process by the ACC. An attending homeowner brought up the subject of short term
home rentals being frequently listed on the VRBO website, in violation of the rules for rental terms. The
board agreed to be more attentive to this issue and possibly consider amending the rules to prohibit
the advertising of a rental less than 2 months in length on any website or notice. New signs for the
riverwalk will be ordered to indicate that golf carts are not permitted to use the walkway.
In addition, the Rules Committee will now be meeting at the third MONDAY of the month at 9 am. The
first meeting will be Monday, May 16 at 9 am.

EXTRA HELPINGS
Recently, Parcels went on a Caribbean cruise, the first one in thirty years. As expected Parcels had a
great time and probably came back with the needle on the scale going more to the right. But there was
a part of the cruise that had a lasting impression. In many of the countries that were visited (Mexico,
Belize, Honduras),there were glaring signs of extensive poverty and unhealthy living conditions. We
took pause to realize how fortunate we are to live in this wonderful country and in place in Florida that
we call “paradise.” Yes, we may have our complaints but when you really think about it, they are very
small in comparison to those who do not have even the basics of life.

TAKE A MINUTE
We want to hear from you. Can you take a minute, “hit reply” (or send to rogereffron@comcast.net)
and respond to any or all of the following:
A. What do you enjoy in reading Parcels in Paradise?

B. Do you have any suggestions for future articles that you would like to see in Parcels? Any way we can
improve Parcels?

C. This year, we had a number of one-hour educational seminars will be spending time this summer
planning for 2016-17. Do you have suggestions as to any topics you would like to see presented?
D. If you are a full timer, do you have any event or attraction that you would recommend to other residents for this summer?
P.S. if you are not a member of the Community Association,take a minute and go online to
www.vgrcca.us and join the Association.
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Just take a minute, right now! We would love to hear from you.

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

•
•

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
April 20 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com

(beginning in May, meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Monday at 9:00 am)
April 25 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
April 26 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30 pm)
May 4 – POA board meeting – 1:30pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Monday at 1:30pm)
May 9 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

May 10 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Klopotic at cklopotic@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
May 16 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Monday at 9:00 am
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

