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In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will see various sections that contain similar kinds of articles. We will continue
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•Candidate Forum Although it probably won’t
as exciting as the recent Presidential debates, one
of the well-attended events is the annual VG&RC Candidate Forum, which will be held on Tuesday,
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,
Emilio Carlesimo and Fred Fraize. Thank
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hear Parcels.
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Candidate Forum will help all become better informed voters. The event should last about an hour.
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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD — ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
• Volunteers Needed to Place American Flags
For three major national holidays, your VGRC Community Association places flags along the driveway to
honor those who have valiantly served our country. The upcoming Memorial Day is one of the holidays.
Volunteers are needed to assist with the flag placement by showing up at the Guard Gate on Friday,
May 27, at 9 am. This year we will also attempt to place flags along every street corner. Therefore, we need
more volunteers than previous years, especially those with a golf cart. We hope to have a large group of
volunteers for this worthy task.

• Coffee and Conversation with Rich
On May 9th, the VGRC Community Association sponsored a one-hour “ Coffee and Conversation with
Rich Cautero with approximately 60 people in attendance. Rich opened with a short summary of current
and future issues the council is addressing and then opened it up for questions and feedback. There
were a number of great questions and Rich answered them all in a manner that demonstrated that he
certainly does his homework. Audience members left complimenting Mr. Cautero on his presentation
and were in support of more early morning coffee and conversations. Stay tuned.
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• The Heat is On
If you are reading this article in Bangor, Maine or the Upper Peninsula in Michigan, you can stop reading.
For those still in the Sunshine State, make sure you read it. In a recent publication by Venice Regional Bayfront Health Hospital, it indicated that the Center for Disease Control estimates that there are about 685
heat related deaths per year. Those 65 years or older and those with chronic illnesses are at higher risk. As
one has heard frequently, keeping hydrated is one of the main routes to preventing a heat stroke. Experts
state that while active in the heat, continually drink water even though you may not feel thirsty. 16-32
oz. of water should be consumed hourly in extreme heat conditions. Wear lightweight and light colored
clothing and avoid alcohol and caffeine. Signs of heat strokes include dry, hot skin and lack of sweating;
dizziness or confusion; intense headaches; rapid heartbeat and pulse; nausea; vomiting and a body temperature that exceeds 103. Call 911 or seek immediate treatment if experiencing any of these signs. Let’s
have a safe summer in Paradise and prepare for the heat if engaging in an outdoor activity.
• A Unique and Charitable Event
It is a usual name but on Friday, May 20th at the River Club, the Inaugural Men, Whiskey and Watches
will be held from 6-10 pm. This is a charitable event benefitting the Child Protection Center. Sounds
like a great deal of fun with whiskey tasting, men’s fashions, luxury watches, high performance cars
and live music. Resident Steve Griese is the co-chair of the event. Tickets can be purchase by clicking on
www.2016mwwvenice.eventbrite.com

• A Needed Reminder
Parcels applaud the CDD Field Manager by recently putting out an important reminder about speeding
concerns. It was shocking to read that the detectors have recorded speeds up to 60 mph. Picture that dog and
his owner, a runner, an avid walker,
a youngster coming home from
school, that Sand Hill crane and
her chicks right in front of you, all
causing you to put your foot quickly
on the brake. So how long does it take
to stop? Parcels reached out to AAA
and asked for any information about
speed and stopping distances. The
football field chart provided gives
that answer and is a reminder of
what would happen if you suddenly
brake due to that pedestrian who
just was not paying attention.
Let’s do all we can to slow down…
we will get there soon enough.
• 2016-17 Seminars
Over the summer, the VGRC Community Association will be planning its series of one-hour seminars for
the 2016-17 season. We have been fortunate in having excellent topics, knowledgeable speakers and a
sizeable audience for each seminar. If you have any ideas that will be of interest to the residents of the
Venetian, let us know by emailing rogereffron@comcast.net
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OUTSIDE THE GATES
• A New Place to Shop….Soon
A new food market will be opening in the strip mall, on 41, where Total Wine is located. It is called
Sprouts Farmer Market. The Market is described as an American chain of healthy grocery stores with
more than 220 locations from coast to coast. Sprouts stores are approximately 30,000 square feet,
smaller than a typical conventional supermarket. Based out of Phoenix, this will be one of the first
stores in Florida. For more information click on https://www.sprouts.com/

• Library Temporary Location
It will be a few months before the library opens it door at its temporary quarters. The new location will
be at the Hamilton Building, located behind the Venice Theater, near the Intracoastal Waterway, 245
North Tamiami Trail. No decision has been made as to where and when the new library will be built. The
old library was closed down this year due to a serious mold problem and will remain closed.

• Changing of the Guard
We are sorry to report that the popular Venezia Publix store manager, Mike Lawless has departed the store
to manage another Publix store in Sarasota. Mike has always been very accessible to customers as well as a
strong supporter of VGRC charities and events. We will surely miss him. Replacing Mike will be an experienced store manager, Toni Lowery. We welcome Mrs. Lowery to the area.
Also, the long time Principal of Laurel Nokomis Nancy Dubin will be retiring
at the end of the year. Ms. Dubin was one of the presenters at the 2015 Town
Hall meeting held at her school. Ray Wilson currently an Assistant Principal
at Heron Creek Middle School will replace her beginning school year, 201617. On a related note, the kids of Laurel Nokomis will be jumping with joy
on June 3rd, the last day of school for the year.

• Medical Practice to Open Soon
The Gulf Coast Medical Group Laurel Primary Care Clinic is scheduled to open at Plaza Venezia in mid
June. There will be two physicians and a support staff. Most likely the hours will be will be 8:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday

• Take Heed….Click It or Ticket
The National Click It or Ticket campaign in which the Venice Police Department will participate will
run from Monday, May 23-Monday, June 6, 2016. Like last year, Florida will participate in a 4-hour “Border to Border” event that will run from Florida to Canada kicking off the national campaign for seat belt
use to save lives. This kickoff event will begin on May 23 at 6 p.m. until 10 p.m.

According to law enforcement officials, seat belt use is the single most effective way to reduce fatalities in
motor vehicle crashes. Across the country from May 23-June 5, law enforcement officers will actively be
participating in the mobilization to ensure all motor vehicle occupants are buckled up day and night to
reduce the risk of injury and death caused in traffic crashes. An increased enforcement of seat belt laws
coupled with publicity has proven to be an effective method to increase seat belt use rates and decrease fatal
crashes, officials say.
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• Beer Lovers
The biggest beer festival Venice has ever seen, featuring the best brews around will take place on
Saturday, May 28, 2016 at Centennial Park in beautiful downtown Venice. Sample over 60 different
craft and import brews. Representatives from the breweries will be on hand to answer any questions.
This event will also feature live music, and local merchants and food vendors. Tickets are $35 advance
purchase and $45 day of, for an armband, glass and an afternoon of unlimited beer tasting. $45 VIP
advance purchase; $55 day of event. Tickets can be purchased online and starting May 1, also at Burgundy
Square Cafe, 227 Miami Ave. W., and City Vapor, 779 U.S. 41 Bypass in the Gulf Coast Plaza (across from
the Brickyard Plaza). A percentage of the revenue from this event will benefit EARS Animal Rescue. If
you go, please acknowledge the importance about drinking and driving.

• Hurricane Seminar
The City of Venice is sponsoring its Annual Hurricane Preparedness Seminar on Wednesday,
May 25th at City Hall beginning at 9 am. The 3-hour seminar will feature a host of speakers including
Bob Harrigan, Fire Chief Shawn Carvey and Emergency Management Logistic Chief Anne Miller. Any
member of the public is welcomed to attend.

• Controlled Burns
Background – Parcels had a request from a resident to do a story about controlled burns. The resident
was concerned about the smoke that was coming into the Venetian. Parcels contacted Debbie Blanco,
Environmental Specialist,Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources. She provided the
following information. She also references the Florida Forest Service in her explanation. If you go to their
web site, you will see even more information about controlled burns including the detailed forms that
must be completed. You will read that all weather conditions are considered before any controlled burns
but, as we know, sometimes weather just does not cooperate.
Historically, natural fires periodically burned hundreds of square miles of Florida’s fire-dependent
plant communities, such as, pine flatwoods, dry prairie and scrub. Fire promotes healthy habitats by
consuming a build-up of leaf litter, recycling valuable nutrients, maintaining open stands of trees to
allow sunlight, encouraging a variety of wildflowers and grasses, and discouraging tree diseases. Without fire, these communities may change into thick oak forests. As they change, so do the plants and animals originally found there. Some wildlife, such as Florida scrub jays, gopher tortoises and fox squirrels
may eventually disappear from an area if fire-dependent habitats are not maintained with periodic fire.
To mimic the benefits of natural fire, land stewards use fire, under very controlled parameters, called a
prescription. Prescribed fires allow professionals to simulate what nature would have achieved if wildfires could safely burn.

Hazardous fuel buildup is another reason fire managers conduct prescribed burns. Reducing levels of
heavy, thick vegetation by burning under controlled conditions helps to minimize the intensity and
severity of wildfires that are caused by lightning or, potentially, by humans.

Fire managers adhere to strict guidelines before conducting a burn. Before a torch is lit, they evaluate
the weather and the site conditions. Sarasota County Fire Department employs Fire Mitigation Specialists as well as a trained burn crew to plan and carry out prescribed fire on county preserves. They
consider slightly different parameters depending on whether the properties are rural or urban. These
guidelines include ranges of wind speed, wind direction, relative humidity, dispersion and others. The
final authorization for prescribed burning is granted by the local district office of the Florida Forest
Service (http://www.freshfromflorida.com).
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NEWS FROM THE POA
The POA Board of Directors met on May 4 and about 20 residents attended. The board approved two
new members each to the ACC and Rules committees. We welcome them and thank those who have
recently left the committees for their service to VG&RC. The board also voted to adopt a new maximum
fining amount for any rule violation. The issue of short-term home rentals was discussed and the board
approved a new rule that makes it a violation to advertise a short-term rental at the Venetian. Rentals
must be for at least 2 months and no more than 4 times per year.

UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
There are many external issues that the VGRC Community Association is monitoring. To keep
residents abreast of the issues, we wanted to provide the following quick updates:
• Concrete Crushing Plant - No change. The application for the plant has not yet been submitted to the City.

• The Bridges (Affordable Housing) - Any discussions have been shelved until the updated Comp Plan
completed late this year or early next.
• New Post Office Distribution Center - Similar to the above, any discussions have been delayed until
the updated Comp Plan has been completed late this year or early next year.

• City Bond Issues: Road Repair – This Bond Issue was approved by the city and residents will see it
on the November ballot. However, the. Public Safety Referendum was sent back for clarification and
possible reduction in bonding level.
• County Bond Issue - This Bond Referendum contains funding for a Sheriff’s vehicle maintenance
facility on the west side of Honore just north of Laurel. It appears that this bond issue may not make
it onto the November ballot.

• City Purchase of “Ajax Property” - Sale to the City of the 39 acres adjoining the north boundary of
the Venetian should be finalized in June. This will keep the property out of the hands of an industrial
developer. Potential uses include recreational park facilities.
• A Vision for North Venice - At the last City Council meeting, the Mayor proposed the City engage a
consultant to determine how connectivity, walkability and green space could be incorporated into the
existing northeast Venice communities (that’s us!). The consensus of Council was that such a study
should not even be considered until the revised Comp Plan is completed.

• Sarasota Memorial Hospital in Venice - Sarasota Memorial submitted its Certificate of Need
application to the Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration. June 3rd is the expected date of an
initial decision from the Agency. An appeal process is available to parties. Recently a number of area
hospitals have informed the Agency that they oppose the building of a hospital in North Venice.
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EXTRA HELPINGS

On May 9th, the River Club was very alive with two events. First, Coffee and Conversation with Rich
Cautero was well attended and quite valuable for those residents who showed up at the early hour
of 8 am(see previous article). At 9:30 am in the same room, the CDD held their monthly meeting. A
packed house was waiting to give their input to the Board about the possibility of a fee for fitness
classes. Although there was a distinct difference in topics, there was a degree of commonality with
both meetings. Let’s face it. Venetians are interested in what happens in both their community and
city. That’s not a new revelation. We saw over 400 people attend the Town Hall Meeting in February.
When input was needed for the Comp Plan, Venetians filled the Elks Hall to share their viewpoints.
We hope that when there is an issue that impacts our community, residents continue to show up
and respectfully share their opinions.
Parcels and the Community Association will continue to publicize upcoming meetings of interest.
There is a lot on the plate including the Concrete Crushing Plan, the possibility of a new hospital
in the area, the potential of new park facilities in North Venice and more. As a community, we must
remain active and physically present at meetings when opinions are sought. We saw this on May
9th and hope that this level of participation continues.

One final note. Rich Cautero and the five CDD Directors are all elected officials. Often, they have to
make tough decisions and we are sure they understood that when they threw their hat in the ring.
If you would like to also “jump in the ring”,there are three seats on the CDD that will be voted on
by the residents in November. There are also 2 seats open on City Council. It’s a great way to serve
your community. Even though there may be some moments, all in all, those who are elected by the
community (i.e. CDDD Board of Directors or POA Board) and capably serve our community, gain the
respect and appreciation from our residents for their time and commitment.
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

•
•

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
May 23 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
May 24 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30 pm)
June 1 – POA board meeting – 1:30pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wednesday at 1:30pm)
June 6 – VCDD public hearing on fees – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(special meeting to decide on possible fees for fitness classes)

June 7 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Klopotic at cklopotic@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
June 13 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
June 20 – POA Rules Committee – 9:00 am cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Monday at 9:00 am)
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

