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The February edition will primarily highlight the upcoming Annual Town Hall meeting.
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VGRC COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL TOWN HALL MEETING

TAKE THE JOURNEY
The Event - The Annual Town Hall Meeting sponsored by the VGRC Community Association, will be held
on Monday, February 22,2016 at the Laurel Nokomis School. Our theme is “Take the Journey” as we
“travel” throughout Northeast Venice noting all the changes that may take place in the coming years.
Location - The school is located on Laurel Rd. on the left. The doors open at 4:45 PM and early arrivals
will be able to talk with individuals who sponsor Venetian special interest groups. The event will be
held in the school’s cafeteria, which is in the rear of the school. Follow the signs to the location.

Starting/Ending Time - The doors open at 4:45 PM when a number of Venetian interest groups will
have tables to dispense information to residents. The Town Hall Meeting begins promptly at 5:30 pm.
Like previous Town Hall meetings, we anticipate this meeting to last about an hour.
The Pre Meeting - For all those smart early arrivals, we have set up tables staffed by individuals who
are in charge of Venetian common interest groups. You will see fishing, kayaking, arts and crafts, Clean
Up Laurel Road and many others.

Parking - We suggest carpooling. Parking is available in the front of the school or in the back of the
school. To access the back of the school, take OLD Albee Farm Road, (the street directly adjacent to the
school) and the entrance is 500 yards on the left.

Why Should Residents Attend? - Residents have a vested interest in what happens in their community.
Remember, North Venice is an area that still is in flux. That means more houses, more traffic, and more
people. The Town Hall meeting will keep you current on those developments which may affect you and
potentially your property values.
What Topics Are On The Agenda? - All are current issues. There will be a host of topics including:
• Sarasota Memorial Hospital
• The proposed concrete crushing plan
• The Portofino project (Knights Trail and Laurel)
• The acquisition of the mineral property on our Northern border
• Honore Rd opening
• And more..
How Were The Topics Decided? - A survey was sent out to all residents in early January. The topics for
the Town Hall agenda are those that received
the highest number of votes.
Will I Be Able To Ask Questions? - We will
attempt to give audience members an
opportunity to ask questions. Also, speakers
will remain after the agenda is completed
to give residents an opportunity to ask
questions one-on-one.
Who’s Speaking? - People “in the know” who
can capably address the topic and questions.
You will hear from such people as Venice
Mayor John Holic, County Commissioner Alan
Maio and the COO of the Sarasota Memorial
Hospital.
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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD — ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
• Eye Seminar
The next educational seminar will be held on Monday, February 29, 2016 at 5 PM at the River Club.
The topic is, “The Eyes Have It.” Some say that of all the senses, the eyes are the most important. Many
independent activities are connected to our eyesight. Our speaker will come from the Center for Sight
and provide vital and practical information on our eyes and their care.
• Identity Theft Monday
The VGRC Community Association was pleased with the turnout for Identity Theft Monday. According
to the Shredding Truck Company, Venetians shredded over 2,400 lbs. of “stuff” in ninety minutes. Some
brought lots of stuff, some brought just a bag of stuff; but everyone appreciated the event. Also on that
day, the Venice Police Department spoke to over 100 residents about identity theft. It was certainly a
wake-up call stressing the importance of protecting yourself from fraud and scam.

• Box Tops
Please remember to eat your Cheerios and cut their BOX TOPS
for the fundraiser to benefit the Laurel Nokomis School.
• The Little Boat that . . .
On Sunday, January 31, a group of residents had scheduled a 3-hour boat cruise to raise money for the
Laurel Civic Association. The event was nearly a sell out and the weather was perfect. But wait! The
organizers were notified on the Friday before the event that the boat was not permitted to leave the
dock because two recently-added generators to the boat had yet to receive the required Coast Guard
approval. As a result, the organizers notified every participant and offered them the option to cancel for
a refund. Not one took the offer! All in all, everyone had a great time even though the boat never pushed
off the dock. The group raised over $10K for the Laurel Civic Association and also praised Marina Jack’s
for all they did to make this a wonderful event…without ever leaving the dock.
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LOCAL NEWS, EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
• Chief Sworn In
On Tuesday, January 26, Tom Mattmuller was sworn in as Venice Police Chief. Mattmuller rose through
the ranks of the Police Department and now will take charge of protecting our city. He has been very
helpful to Venetian residents while serving in his previous position. You can meet Chief Mattmuller at
the Town Hall Meeting.

• Code Red
The City of Venice is revamping its “Code Red” system so it can be activated by a weather alert. Code
Red is a reverse 911 system that calls citizens in an emergency. The enhanced Code Red will be activated
automatically if the National Weather Service issues a weather alert such as a tornado warning. To receive
the alerts, residents must register at www.venicegov.com. Click on Code Red on the bottom right corner.

• Subway Plaza
Not sure the official name but we call it the “Subway Plaza” on Laurel. The official name is the Laurel
Square Shopping Center. The Subway Shop has been the bright light in a plaza filled with dark, empty
spaces. Recently, Parcels had a conversation with the broker handling the shopping center. During the
conversation, he asked what stores Venetians would like to see at the Plaza. A quick survey was sent out to
a small sample of Venetian residents. They responded with a long list of suggestions, really too long to list.
There were numerous “votes” for a coffee shop (i.e. Starbucks), a Mexican restaurant, and an ice cream/
yogurt shop. The broker said that he recently has had more showings of the plaza than previously and he
may have some good news soon. If so, we’ll announce it at the Town Hall meeting on February 22nd.
• Library Alternative
With the Venice library now closed, the closet library is the Jacaranda Public Library, located at 4143
Woodmere. It’s easy to find. Get on Jacaranda and turn left on Woodmere, which is the street on your left
before Home Depot. Their hours are 10-5 pm on Monday, Friday and Saturday: On Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday, the hours are 10 - 8 pm. In addition, a library kiosk has been established at the Venice
Community Center (326 S. Nokomis Ave.) to order, drop off and pick up library items. The hours are
Monday - Thursday, 9 AM. - 6 PM and Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM. The County is looking for a suitable temporary
replacement for the Venice library. Parcels will closely monitor this story.
• A Gastronomical Experience
The answer: Corn Beef, Blintzes and Rugelach. The question: Name three dishes that would be hard
to pass up at the annual Jewish Food Festival. This event, started in 1994, is being held on Sunday,
February 14, 2016 from 10 a.m. - 4 P.M. It is held at the Jewish Congregation of Venice located at 600
N. Auburn Avenue, nearby the VG&RC. Take the Jacaranda Extension to Border Road, turn right, and
Auburn Road is the first left once you cross the overpass. The event also offers take-out service for those
needing a Jewish food fix later in the day. If you haven’t been there, give it a try!
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• Preparing Yourself for the Primary Monsoons
For those who are now Florida citizen, you may wonder if there is a Presidential primary. The answer is
yes. It will be held on March 15, 2016. All the information regarding this election can be found at http://
elections.mytimetovote.com/dates/florida.html. Get ready for plenty of ads, plenty of speeches and plenty of
baby kissing. The clock is ticking as we get closer to November.

NEW FINDS

• Hop on the Trolley
San Francisco is known for its fleet of colorful trolleys. Now, Venice can now boast that it also has a
trolley. Beginning mid-January and running through April 30,2016, the City of Venice has initiated a
pilot program utilizing a brightly colored red and green trolley to provide free transportation along
the main streets of the city. The trolley runs from 10 AM- 6 pm, Monday through Saturday. You can
board it at Centennial Park next to the fountains as well as at any designated trolley stop. The trolley
has comfortable, open-air seating and roll down Plexiglas protection in case of an unexpected Florida
downpour. The trolley makes scheduled stops every 30 minutes along W. Venice Avenue, Tampa Avenue,
Miami Avenue, out to Venice Beach, on to Sharkey’s parking area and returning to Centennial Park. The
driver provides a brief and interesting history of our city while taking you to your destination. There are
trolley signs located at Centennial Park, Venice Beach and Sharkey’s parking lot to remind Venetians to
use this fun and free transportation to enjoy Venice.

• Airport (VNC) With Good Eats
There is a somewhat hole in the wall restaurant off the beaten path you might want to try. It’s the Suncoast Café, located at the Venice Airport. It is very intimate with seating for about 40 (and offers award
winning chili that you can’t pass up!). There are a number of historic pictures of the Airport around the
room and the service is, of course, very attentive. Breakfast and lunch are served everyday from 7:30
AM-3:30 PM seven days a week.

The restaurant is inside the Suncoast Air Center. You’re also a windowpane away from the runway where
you might enjoy watching a plane or two coming into Paradise. Although it is not LGA or ATL, you can
tell your friends you had a great meal at VNC.
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NOTES FROM THE POA
This month’s POA Board Meeting was held on February 3 at 1:30 PM. About 15 homeowners were in
attendance. Items discussed included Rules & Regulations, POA contracts, term limits for ACC and Rules
Committee members, a possible change in legal counsel and other topics. Christine Klopotic, Property
Manager, will be following up on several items from the meeting including scheduling a meeting with
the current POA attorney, Cohen & Grigsby.

EXTRA HELPINGS
Throughout this edition, you have seen the Town Hall meeting repeatedly mentioned. In the past, the
Annual Town Hall meeting, sponsored by the VGRC Community Association has provided important
and current information for residents and this year should be no different. What is unique with our
development is that the surrounding area contains available land which is ripe and attractive for builders
and developers. You will hear at the Town Hall Meeting, the latest information regarding those issues
that affect you as a homeowner. Your attendance at the Town Hall meeting also sends a message to
the Mayor, City Council members, and Sarasota County officials that Venetian residents are concerned
about the northeast part of Venice. We hope to see you on Monday, February 22nd at this important
meeting where you will “TAKE THE JOURNEY.”

Happy Valentines Day
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

•
•

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
Feb. 8 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)

Feb. 9 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm

Contact Christine Klopotic at cklopotic@castlegroup.com to submit ACC forms
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2:00 pm)
Feb. 17 – POA Rules Committee – 3:00 pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 3:00 pm)
Feb. 22– VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30am)
Feb. 23 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:30pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:30 pm)
March 2 – POA board meeting – 1:30pm cklopotic@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Monday at 1:30pm)

This event will be held at Laurel Nokomis School on Laurel Road:
Feb. 22 – Town Hall meeting – 5:30pm www.vgrcca.us
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term
___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

Membership Cost
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

