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Published by the VGRCCA as a service to its members and residents of the
Venetian Golf and River Club.
•To our loyal readers When Parcels was first published in 2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping with the growth of this area, Parcels has grown as well. In this edition we have over 15
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels, you will see various sections that contain similar kinds of articles. We will continue
to make improvements in the future to ensure that Parcels is enjoyable to read.

December 2015
October 2015

We really enjoy hearing from our readers and your comments and feedback are greatly valued. What
Published
byand
thewhat
VGRCCA
as awant
service
members
andonresidents
ofwrite
the
articles
do you enjoy
else do you
to see?to
Toits
contact
us, just click
“Reply” and
Venetian
Golfand
and
River
your comments. Welcome to another
great season
thanks
for Club.
reading Parcels From Paradise.
•To our loyal readers When Parcels was first published in 2010, on occasion we struggled for subjects.
In keeping
with IN
theYOUR
growthOWN
of this
area, Parcels
grown as AND
well. EVENTS
In this edition
we have
over 15
RIGHT
BACKYARD
– has
ACTIVITIES
AT THE
VENETIAN
articles. This has caused us to format Parcels to become even more reader friendly. As you read through
this month’s Parcels,
will seeitvarious
sections
similar
of Presidential
articles. We debates,
will continue
•Candidate
Forum you
Although
probably
won’tthat
be ascontain
exciting
as thekinds
recent
one
to the
make
improvements
in theisfuture
to ensure
thatCandidate
Parcels is enjoyable
to read.
of
well-attended
events
the
annual
VG&RC
Forum,
which
will
be
held
on
Tuesday,
• Important Meetings
October 13th at 6 pm at the River Club. Featured will be the two candidates running for City Council,
We really enjoy hearing from our readers and your comments and feedback are greatly valued. What
Emilio
and Fredmeetings
Fraize. You
alsoofbriefly
hear from
councilman-elect
Rich Cautero
There Carlesimo
are two important
thewill
week
December
7th. On
Monday December
7th, thewho
City
articles do you enjoy and what else do you want to see? To contact us, just click on “Reply” and write
lives at the Venetian. As we have done in recent years, there will be an opportunity to ask questions of
your
comments.
Welcome
to another great
season
and thanks for reading
ParcelsThe
From Paradise.
of Venice
will hold
a Comprehensive
Plan
begins
the
candidates.
We have
a sizeable number
ofWorkshop
Venetiansseeking
who arepublic
eligibleinput.
to vote andmeeting
hope that
the at
Candidate
willLodge
help allonbecome
better
informed
voters. Trail.
The event
should
last
about
an opinions
hour.
4:00 pm atForum
the Elks
Discovery
Way
off of Knights
Sharing
your
ideas
and

1|Page
about the Comp Plan, especially for northeast Venice, is one of the major reasons that Venetians

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD – ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN

need to be well represented.
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• Jolly St. Nick
New General Manager Scott Kissell has personally been in touch with the North Pole and has arranged
for Santa to visit the River Club on Sunday, December 20th for the Annual “Breakfast with Santa.”
The breakfast begins at 9:30 am and, assuming that Santa can get Rudolf and his buddies up that
early, plans to arrive at 10 am. Breakfast with Santa is a memorable event for the youngsters and
their families. Bring your cameras!!Due to its popularity, reservations should be made in advance by
contacting the River Club.

• Welcome New Residents
A new resident orientation will take place on Monday, January 11, at the River Club from 4:00-5:30pm.
New residents will hear all the necessary things one needs to know such as making reservations for
dining and fitness classes, the role of VCDD, POA and VGRCCA and registering guests for use of the
fitness center. After the presentation, new residents will meet and greet many River Club committee
members at a happy hour with complimentary hors d’oeuvres. Call the River Club for reservations @
941-412-9550.
• The River Club Introduces Two New Classes
Beginning in January, residents will see both an Art Class and a Jewelry Class at the River Club. These
hour-long classes will also feature a post class luncheon to introduce the craft series, General Manager Scott Kissell and Food and Beverage Manager Tom Nurney invite residents to meet the artist
for a craft exhibition demonstration on January 14th from 3:00-5:30pm, then remain for the music,
drinks and light fare scheduled for that Thursday evening. For more details, contact the River Club at
941-412-9550.

• Ladies Charity Golf Event
Open to any female resident and their house guests, a Ladies Charity Golf Event will be held on Tuesday, February 2nd at 8:30 am. The cost is $16 inclusive for a gourmet luncheon, plus cart fee if applicable, and a minimum suggested donation of $35.00. This charity event benefits In Stride Therapy,
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(www.InStridetherapy.org),located in Nokomis. InStride is a therapeutic equine riding center, treating children with physical and/or mental challenges. Their goal is to improve the child’s special needs with therapy
trained & guided horses. Signup in the Ladies Locker Room at the Golf Club beginning in January. Again, one
does not have to be a member of the Golf Club to participate in this charitable event.

• Coming Soon…Bike-O-Rama III
It’s back . . . . . Bike-O-Rama III. This is a very popular event that draws a steady crowd. It will be held on
Saturday, January 9 at the River Club parking lot. In cooperation with locally-owned International Bicycle,
residents can bring their bikes to receive a quick maintenance check. In addition, new bikes and bike equipment will be on sale. The event begins at 9 am and ends at noon. The VGRC Community Association sponsors
this event and will have a membership table for those who still need to join, See you at Bike-O-Rama III.

• New Offerings at the Golf Club
The Venetian Golf Club will go entirely private beginning January 1,2016. Along with this transition, the club
is offering two new membership categories. First a Social Dining membership giving you unlimited access
to the Clubhouse including all social events,lounge entertainment, happy hours and the 2nd floor private
dining room where you will experience the brilliance of Chef Tim along with his supporting cast of friendly
and upbeat servers. The second category for residents is a Summer Golf Membership, which goes from May
15 to October 15. Summer members will be able to make reservations 7 days in advance, play unlimited
golf on the course and have access to the dining experience. During this period, the Club holds some outstanding events for members, for which seasonal members would be eligible. For more information, go to
http://www.venetiangolfandriverclub.com/membership
Speaking of the golf club, if you are looking for a wonderful gift for one of those relatives or friends in the
north who are spending time looking out the window counting the days until they can get their clubs out,
visit the Pro Shop at the Golf Club. They have a large inventory of golf related items. All resident are welcomed to shop at the Venetian Golf Club.

• Cruise for the Kids
In the last edition of Parcels, a story was printed about the Laurel Civic Association and the involvement of
a number of residents volunteering at the Association’s Community Center. It was mentioned that the residents were planning a fundraiser and this one is quite interesting. It’s called Cruise for the Kids, which benefits the Laurel Civic Association. The Cruise for Kids will be held on Sunday, January 31 from 4:30p.m. This
special sunset dinner cruise, leaving from Marina Jacks, includes a wonderful dinner and entertainment by
the very popular band, Assisted Living. Cost is $125.00 per person. For more details, contact Margie Mancini,
at margaretmmancini@icloud.com, or 978-660-6138. It’s time to “Rock the Boat” for this great cause.
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• A Highly Successful First Venture
The first Veteran’s Day Golf Scramble was a huge success. Over 100 golfers participated in the golf scramble
and luncheon. The event raised $6,900 benefitting the Fischer House in Tampa. Many contributed to the
charity even though they could not participate. At the luncheon, all veterans were duly recognized and honored. The committee that organized this event proudly stated that,“we exceeded all expectations.” Look for a
repeat event next year.

• Gone Fishin’
A fishing interest group is being formed with an organizational meeting scheduled for Monday, January 18, at 5:30 PM at the River Club. Please email Tony DelNegro at atdelnegro@gmail.com indicating
your interests(freshwater, saltwater, charters, fly fishing etc.) and if you plan to attend the meeting.
Sounds like a wonderful interest group being formed
• Seminar Seasons Begins
A series of educational seminars sponsored by the VGRC Community Association begins in January. On
January 12th at 5 pm, the seminar, “The Beat Goes On” will feature a cardiologist from Sarasota Memorial Hospital discussing heart-related issues for men and women. Heart disease is the leading cause
of death in the US with around 611,105 deaths each year. Coronary heart disease costs the US $108.9
billion each year and is the most common type of heart disease. Most seminars begin at 5 pm and last
about an hour. There will be a time period for questions and answers and, in most cases, the presenter
remains after the session for individual questions. All residents are welcomed.

• A Great Suggestion
The VGRCCA places flags on the main driveway for three major National Holidays…Memorial Day, July
4th and Labor Day. At the Memorial Day placement, the volunteer team proposed that flags should also
be placed at the corners of each street along Persaro and Veneto. Within minutes, the team was off and
running placing the flags in these new locations. A few days later, a resident approached Parcels and
wondered why flags were not placed at the corner of her street? She was told that her street was not
directly off Veneto or Pesaro. However, she suggested that it would be a great idea if the VGRC Community Association, could place them on every corner of every street. At the last VGRC Community Association board meeting, it was unanimously decided to purchase more flags to place on the corner of every
street throughout the Venetian. Thanks for the suggestion.
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• Box Tops
Just a quick note to remember to take off the coupon on box tops of various products and bring them to the
River Club. A special box is located at the River Club where you can deposit your collection. Each coupon is
worth ten cents. The list of products that are part of this project is listed at www.boxtops4education.com.
The Venetian Box Top efforts benefit our local Laurel Nokomis School.
• Thanks, Jerry
The VGRC Community Association bids farewell to Jerry Jasper who resigned at the end of November
from the Board. Jerry was a key person on the Board by knowing about the details for all the issues outside the gates. When information was needed, Jerry did the research and did it thoroughly. He spent a
great deal of his time building important relationships with developers and politicians. The VGRC Community Association thanks Jerry for his years of valuable service to the organization and community.

LOCAL NEWS, EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
• Cautero Sworn In
On Wednesday, November 18th at City Hall, Venetian resident Richard Cautero was sworn in for a threeyear council term. Once sworn in, Mr. Cautero took his assigned seat on Council and began working on
the many issues that our fine city faces. We wish him best of luck and appreciate his interest in serving
the citizens of Venice.

• West Coast Black Theatre
If you haven’t seen a performance at the West Coast Black Theatre, get there! WBTT has enjoyed tremendous growth from a grassroots organization to a successful not-for-profit, professional theatre with
a five-show season at its own theatre campus on Orange Ave, close to downtown Sarasota. This year
the theatre has new cushioned seats and assigned reserved seating. The theatre is quite small,but the
intimacy makes this a special place to see great performers. Tickets sell fast and are quite reasonable.
For more information, go to westcoastblacktheatre.org.
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OUTSIDE THE GATES
• Food With A View
A so-called concession stand might be nothing special for many except when it comes to the North Jetty
Tap and Grill. The North Jetty Tap and Grill has a pavilion atmosphere where you can enjoy quality
food at a very reasonable price while overlooking the Gulf and Intercoastal Waterway. There is plenty of
outdoor covered seating and a great relaxing place to take your out-of-towners. They have a full menu
that can satisfy anyone’s appetite. Having breakfast and a cup of coffee at the Tap and Grill will assuredly start your day off in the right way. They even have beer and wine for those who enjoy watching the
sunset with a glass in their hands. The building is relatively new and is in proximity to the North Jetty
Fish Camp, which is well known by locals. The North Jetty Tap and Grill is located on South Casey Key
Rd. and is open from 8 am – 6pm.

• WaWa Location
In last month’s Parcels, it was mentioned that there would be service station supreme,WaWa coming
to Venice. However the company was tight lipped about its location. That has changed. The new WaWa
will be located at the Jacaranda extension competing with Speedway, RaceTrac and Shell. Let the gas
wars begin.

Also, it appears that Dunkin Donuts will be building a location on Jacaranda next to RaceTrac. Let the
donut wars begin!
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• A Five Star Resort
In mid-December, Bayside Pet Resort on Tamiami (near Tervis Outlet store) will open. Note that the
name is “ Resort” not “Kennel.” Parcels was invited to a pre opening preview and found the accommodations for Tricksie, Poochie, and Mattie make the Ritz Carlton look like Motel 5.5. Perhaps Bailey will
take advantage of the massage offered to canines. Maybe even a dip in the pool (see picture below).
So, if you are flying back to the cold north during the holidays, don’t worry about, Fido who will be
enjoying himself at the Resort, possibly in one of the suites that has its own television. And if you miss
your Chihuahua,King, Bayside Pet Resort has web cams where you can watch his every move. For more
details, http://www.baysidepetspa.com/. We haven’t forgotten you cat lovers….they are also welcomed
with the same red carpet treatment. Your feline, Max, can spend much of his time watching the virtual
fish tank…..yes, you read it correctly.

MEMBERSHIP
We know that the holiday means a busy time for everyone. However, one thing you need to add to your list if
you have not done so, is to submit your Community Association membership dues for 2016. If you do by January 1st, you will receive a small reduction. The VGRC Community Association is a grassroots organization
that focuses much of its attention on issues outside the gates that may impact the quality of life for Venetians.
The organization also taps into community resources leading to various educational seminars throughout
the year. In addition, the VGRC Community Association sponsors Flu Shots, collaborates with Venice Fire
Department for CPR training, prepares the Community Directory, places flags to honor those who served and
finally, publishes Parcels. The membership fee is nominal. The last page of this edition is a membership form
to be completed. If you are uncertain as to your membership status, click “Reply” on this email.
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EXTRA HELPINGS
Gen • er • ous adj. (of someone) willing to give help or support, especially more than is usual or expected.
If someone asks you to describe the people living in the Venetian, you might want to add the word, “generous” to your long list of descriptors. There are those who are very generous by financially backing a
charitable event.

Initially there were a few charitable events and now the list has grown. We have shown support for
some of the larger events such as Big Brothers/Big Sisters Gala, the Scleroderma Event (almost a sell
out as of this writing) and the Lady Golf Classic which was mentioned previously in this edition. This
year, we have seen the Veterans Golf Scramble and the upcoming Cruise for Kids. Surely, we have missed
a few but the point is no matter what the charity is, Venetian residents have stepped up to the plate in
support. Some may say that we are getting overbooked with charity events. Parcels believes that there
is no finish line when being generous.

When there is a charitable event where money is requested, somehow the generosity of Venetian takes
over and the event ends up being a huge success. As a community, you might conclude that we care for
others, especially those who are less fortunate than we are. Let’s hope that continues in the years to come.
There is another form of generosity other than financial. There are plenty of residents who are generous with their time. They know that their commitment of time leads to an even better quality of life. It
was impressive that 14 people said, “I’ll give my time” when candidates were sought for the first time
resident run five member POA. Most of those who serve on committees or a Board, know that with a
community of our size, once in a while they take some “heat” for a particular decision. Hopefully all of
us in the end respect the time they give to our community.
Parcels salutes those who have given their time generously. Listed below are those individuals who have
this past year served on a VGRC committee or board. When you see them, thank them for making this a
better community. All of us appreciate their generosity of time.

CDD

Mike Craychee

Social Committee
Diane Bazlamit
Barbara Bracco
Linda Cautero
Virginia Keller
Sara Quinn
Sue Terrana
Denise Waite-Milykovic

Jerry Jasper

Harry Orenstein

RIVER CLUB Committees

Fitness Committee
Georganne Babey
Annette Dwyer
Lew Perry
Mary Piaseczynski
Nessa Klienglass
Nancy Butler-Rogers
Jim Summers

Jim Shea

Tennis Committee
Larry Babyak
Dennis Brann
Laurie Kealing
Roger Quinn
Noel Samuels
Katherine Souza
Bruce Smith

POA Board

ACC Committee
Annette Dwyer
Joe Johnson
Truman Henard
Scott Pasawicz
Renee Pearlman

Tom Jones
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Marge Chandler
Bill Dwyer

Facilities Committee
Martin Crane
Joe DeVirgilio
Bruce Fiedler
Jerry Flood
Steven Klienglass
Phil Knight
Jim Siekmann

ACC Committee Rules Committee

Carol Barbieri
Raymond Driscoll

VGRC Community Association

Carol Barbieri
Fred Baughman

Barry Snyder

Roger Effron
Jerry Jasper
Jerry Flood
Tom Jones
Bill Twenstrup

Mitzi Fiedler
Jan Johnson

Dianne Maskol
John Moeckel

Dianne Maskol
Lynn Scisco
Bob Samuels
Bruce Smith

Happy Holidays!

FROM THE VGRC COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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2016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

Membership Term

___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Membership Cost
( Prior to 1/1/16)
$ 30.00
$ 50.00
$ 70.00

Membership Cost
(As of 1/1/16)
$35.00
$55.00
$75.00

Pay securely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
Or mail your check to:
Payable to:

Treasurer
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

MEMBER INFORMATION:

Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________
Venetian Golf & River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________
Other Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Telephone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________
________________________________________
Printed Name
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_________________________________________
Owner Signature

