Published by the VGRCCA as a service to our members and residents of the Venetian Golf and River Club.

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD:
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
VETERAN DAY FLAG PLACEMENT

Saturday, November 11th, 8: 30 am is the date and
time for those willing to volunteer in helping to place
American flags throughout the Venetian to honor
those who served. Please meet at the front gate
where assignments will be given.

OLD GLORY PROUDLY FLIES

When you turn into the Venetian you will notice a new
flagpole that was recently erected. The VGRC Community Association as part of its community betterment project presented the flagpole and flag to the
CDD. Soon, you will see a spotlight that will shine on
the flag. Thanks to the increase in membership the
Community Association this year was able to provide
to the community the new flagpole/flag and the two
benches on Veneto and Pesaro.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE OFF TO
A GOOD START
The 2018 membership drive for the Community Association is now officially under way. Every resident will
receive a letter indicating their membership status--1
your dues are current 2- your membership is up for
renewal or 3- you are not a current member of the
Association. You can also check your status by clicking on www.vgrcca.us/membership and putting in
your last name and address. Please remember that
your dues help fund the many expenses that are
incurred during the year. These include Parcels from
Paradise, mailings and emails, Hurricane Response
expenses and the many seminars and events that are
offered. We hope that you will join the vast majority of
your neighbors in supporting the Association.

VENETIANS WELCOME MOTE
MARINE ON NOVEMBER 14TH

Our one-hour monthly seminars kick off with a wonderful presentation on Marine Mammals presented
by Mote Marine Laboratories. Mote Marine is located
in Sarasota and is regarded as one of the best marine
research labs in the
world. The seminar is
being held on Thursday,
November 16, 4 pm
at the River Club. If you
have not attended one of
the past seminars, please
note that most seminars are an hour in length with
questions to the presenters during the last 10-15
minutes of the presentation. We ask so as not to disrupt other audience members and in respect to the
speaker, that you remain for the entire presentation.
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LOST AND FOUND

Parcels thought it would be interesting to print just
some of the many items found by the Laurel Rd.
Clean Up Crew Volunteers in their monthly sweep of
CONTINUED PAGE 2

Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
the area. They include discharged car battery; used diapers; old campaign and
tradesperson signs; every kind of booze and beer bottle imaginable, all unfortunately empty; boards, rebars, bamboo poles and old fencing, enough styrofoam
cups to supply all the restaurants in Venice. We hope when the call is given to
volunteer for the Laurel Rd Cleanup, you will answer that call. The next Laurel
Rd. Cleanup where volunteers are needed is Monday, November 20, 8:30 am,
across the street from the main driveway. It is suggested to bring sunscreen and
water and wear some sturdy shoes. Long pants are also suggested over shorts.

SCHEDULE CONFLICT

Due to a schedule conflict, the upcoming Close Up Conversation on November
14th with Sheriff Tom Knight had to be cancelled. We will find a suitable date in
the future when Sheriff Knight can engage with our residents.

(CONTINUED)

VET GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Veteran Golf Tournament was meant for a perfect day and it was definitely a
perfect day on November 3rd. The opening ceremony was a great kickoff to the
event with an honor guard from the local high school ROTC, a brilliant singing of
our National Anthem by 11-year-old Daniella Morales and a moving fly over of a
1942 Boeing Stearman.
After golf, a delicious lunch was provided during which time all Veterans were
honored along with five Venetian residents ( pictured below) who gave service
to their country during WWII and the Korean Conflict. The sell out event, now in
its third year, raised over $11,700 for the Fisher House in Tampa. Thanks to all
who participated.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
SEE, CLICK, FIX
A resident approached Parcels recently about a problem that they believe fell
into the realm of responsibility for the City of Venice. Parcels advised him to utilize SEECLICKFIX, Venice Connect, that allows citizens to report quality-of-life
issues (such as potholes, roadside junk and tall grass) and request city services.
With free SeeClickFix mobile app and website tools, Venice citizens will now be
able to provide city staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions, and more
— valuable information needed to get the job done efficiently. Sarasota County
is also a SeeClickFix partner, so issues that are actually outside of Venice city
limits in unincorporated Sarasota County will be sent to the County Contact Center for assignment. Go to www.venicegov.com for details.

AND THEN THE JOLLY OLD MAN
ARRIVES AT THE RIVER CLUB

The Annual Breakfast with Santa will be held at the River Club on Sunday
morning , December 17th at the River Club. Reservations can be made online.
Assuming that there are no sleigh traffic jams and that the reindeers have not
conducted a work stoppage, Santa will arrive in grand splendor around 9:45
am. The youngsters and even the adults can sit on Santa’s lap telling Jolly Old
St. Nick, whether they have been a good boy or girl as well as share what they
want the big guy to deliver. Bring the family, bring the camera and enjoy this
annual event.

HOLIDAY EVENTS
The holiday season brings out in Venice decorations, parties and parades but
none of that white stuff falling from the sky. Get on your calendar these very
popular city events:
- Venice Holiday Parade, Saturday, November 25 in downtown Venice,
starting at 7 pm. The rules about the placement of chairs, a major issue in
our quiet city, will come out soon
- Downtown Christmas Walk will be held on Thursday, December 7th,
5-8 pm. Stores open to customers
- Holiday Boat Parade, December 2nd at the Intercostal Waterway.
Very colorful event. Time is from 6 pm to 9 pm
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OUTSIDE THE GATES

Continued from page 2
a children’s story time room, great for the grandkids. In the meantime, if you are
REMINDER: APPLICATION FOR POLICE ACADEMY
As mentioned in last month’s edition of Parcels, The Venice Police Department book hungry visit the temporary site in the Hamilton Building behind the Venice
is pleased to begin accepting applications for the Fifth Annual Citizen Police Theatre or the Jacaranda Public Library.
Academy. The Citizen Police Academy is an option given to interested individuals
to help understand local law enforcement practices. The Academy is a dynamic
10-week program held on Wednesday’s beginning in February 2018, from 6:00
to 8:00 p.m. Applications will be accepted through November 22, 2017.
http://venicegov.com/Municipal_links/Police/citizens_academy.asp

WOW….A NEW LIBRARY IN VENICE!

Construction on the new Venice library has started with a completion date anticipated in the fall, 2018. The library will run a cost of about $11 million with
county funds. It will be situated on the same property that the old library was
located. The William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library will provide many new
features including an outdoor reading garden, a large public meeting room and

UPDATES ON BUILDINGS AND PLACES

Parcels is being constantly asked as to what are they building on the left side
of Laurel Rd. The answer is a new Dollar General which is slated to open in
2018. It appears they are making great progress with the new building. As to
those who want to know what is taking place by Speedway on 41, you will see
a new Aldi Grocery Store. A Starbucks is also scheduled for this same plaza.
Robbie Reef on Venetian Way has gone. But in its place, will be Pinchers
Crab Shack. It is slated to open in about 45 days. The name explains their main
feature. Metro Diner is being built on the property previously occupied by the
torn down British Pub on 41. Metro Diner is a chain of some 27 restaurants.
This is their first one in Venice. And now the big question - what’s with the CVS
building? Nothing new….sorry.

UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
the well being of our Venetian community. We were told that this plant would
have no noticeable impact on our neighborhood. We said, “Prove it”. At that
point Crush-It agreed to set up a demonstration crushing operation that would
duplicate their proposed future operations. Stating they wanted to be a good
neighbor, they agreed to what was necessary to mitigate the noise generated
from the crushing operation to a level satisfactory to us. They did just that which
resulted in our support.
When the proposed McLeod plant was announced, it was suggested to the owner that we sit down with them and work out a process where we could support
their plant and at the same time, ensure it would not have a noticeable impact
on the Venetian Community. We were met with silence. Since that time, on many
occasions both privately and publically, we have again proposed to them that
we meet to work out an arrangement, citing our many past successes in similar
situations. The last such effort along these lines was answered by a lawsuit from
them against our Community Association.
On November 14, we will plead our case in front of City Council asking that they
facilitate an arrangement with McLeod similar to that we had with Crush-It. We
will be asking for your support at the November 14 Public Hearing. Details to
follow.

THE TALE OF TWO CONCRETE CRUSHING PLANTS

On November 6, your Community Association spoke in front of the City Planning
Commission in support of the Crush-It concrete crushing plant.
On November 14, your Community Association will speak in front of City Council
explaining why we can’t presently support the McLeod concrete crushing plant
(aka 700 Gene Green LLC).

TICK TOCK

We are still awaiting the status of the Sarasota Memorial Hospital that is now
in the hands of a judge in Jacksonville. We expect a ruling in early 2018 as to
whether the application to build a hospital at the corner of Pinebrook and Laurel
is a go. Stay tuned.

These proposed plants are both located in the industrial area north of us. You
ask, why the inconsistency? What’s the difference?
When the proposed Crush-It plant was announced, we met with the owner and
advised him of our concerns regarding the impact of this type operation on

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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NOTES FROM THE POA FOR NOVEMBER
The POA board meeting was held on November 1st and 5 residents attended.
Discussion topics included:
• General topics – recap of the hurricane and what to do about Washingtonian
palms growing too tall; also installation and removal of metal storm shutters
within the 5 day storm period. The board also discussed the use of texts for
compliance and emergency notifications to residents, delinquencies, and the
lease application fee.
• POA board elections – 5 homeowners have filed their candidacy for the 3
board seats up for election at the POA annual meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 6 at
5pm at Laurel-Nokomis School. There will be a “Meet the Candidates Night”
on Nov. 13 at 5pm at the River Club to hear a discussion of the issues.
• Irrigation compliance – the board approved fines for 8 homeowners who
were in violation of the irrigation rules in September and October. (Residents
are allowed 1 violation in a 90 day period before fines are assessed.) Residents
who were reported by the front gate rover to be in violation are contacted via
email within 2 days of the report and asked to check their irrigation control for
errors.
• POA committee openings – both the ACC and Rules committees have openings and homeowners are encouraged to become involved in our community
through participation in these important committees. Please contact the property
manager’s office at 941-441-1813 or jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
• POA website – www.venetianpoa.com – residents are encouraged to visit and
use the new website for POA rules, regulations, forms and general information.
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
•
•

Nov. 13 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Nov . 13 – POA Candidate Forum –5:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(Hear the candidates for the Venetian POA board speak on the issues)
Nov. 14 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE: Submit
ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com

Nov. 16 – Marine Mammals – 4 pm www.vgrcca.us
Nov. 20 – POA Rules Committee – 1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com

(SPECIAL TIME; meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 9:00 am)
Nov. 27 – VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Nov. 28– VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
Dec. 6 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm. )

This meeting will be held at Laurel-Nokomis School on Laurel Road:
Dec. 6 – POA Annual Meeting –5:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com

(Issues will be discussed; Votes will be counted for the Venetian POA board election)

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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