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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD – ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
AT THE VENETIAN
• Candidate Forum
On Monday, October 2, p.m. at the River Center the Annual Candidate Forum. There are two seats
up for election on Election Day. The candidates are
City of Venice Council Member, Seat 1 - Emilio Carlesimo
City of Venice Council Member, Seat 1 - Mitzie Fiedler
City of Venice Council Member, Seat 2 - Deborah Anderson
City of Venice Council Member, Seat 2 - Charles Newsom
For those who are not on property but vote in Florida, the Candidate Forum will be videotaped
and placed on the Community Association’s Web site, www.vgrcca.us, approximately 3-4 days
after the event.
We hope to see many Venetians attending this year’s Candidate Forum
• Rain Dance Works
In April and May, we heard people say after looking at the dried up lakes, “we need the rain.” In
August, especially this year, we heard people say, “enough is enough.” Yes, it rained and rained.
Pictured below is the result of the Myakka River flooding along the River Walk behind the River
Club, provided by one of our fine residents.

• Veteran Charity Golf Event
The 3rd Annual Veteran Charity Golf Event will be held at our golf course on Thursday, November
3, 2017 with opening ceremonies beginning at 8:40 am. Any resident of the Venetian can play in this
event. It doesn’t matter whether you are veteran, a member of our golf club or even a golfer who has
just started playing the dastardly game. The goals are to raise money for a worthy charity and have a
good time. The event benefits the James Haley Fisher House in Tampa, which is where families can
stay at no costs while their loved one is being treated at the Veteran Association Facility. The event
includes a patriotic opening ceremony, a golf scramble and a delicious luncheon buffet where our
veterans are honored. Details are in the golf shop. BTW, even if you are a single and want to participate,
the golf staff will pair you up with other golfers. It’s a great event for a great cause. See you on the 3rd.
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• Wall of Something
The Wall of Something became a valuable communication tool during Hurricane Irma. What we
discovered is that many did not know about the Wall or how to access it. Therefore, look for more
and better branding. As a refresher, the Wall is an electronic bulletin board where you can post about
anything. If you have not been to the Wall, go to (and bookmark) www.vgrcca.us/wallofsomething.
• Clean Up Laurel : A Call for Volunteers
Want to help the community and the broader community
all in one activity? For the past few years the VGRCCA
has taken on the project of cleaning up Laurel Rd., up to
the old CVS store. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS. The next day
is Thursday, October 19th. Meet on Laurel Rd. directly
across from the Venetian at 8 am. The clean up takes
little time but has a huge impact. We’ll even give you a
tee shirt if you are a first time volunteer.
• Communications: Are You A Standout?
Speaking of communications, it is considered very, very important in a community our size. The
CDD, POA and their management teams along with the VGRC Community Association sends out
a number of important communications throughout the year. Hate to say this, but there are those
who read it and those who don’t. How do we know this? Recently, there were a number of emails
sent out noting the city would not be picking up the red recycled bins. If you drove down any street
in the Venetian, you could easily spot those red bins that were left for pickup. So, please when you
get an email regarding this community, please read it. It will make things run even more smoothly
in the community.
• Super Duper Great Event
Don’t miss the event of the season! Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast fundraising soiree,
“CASABLANCA NIGHTS” is happening Saturday Nov. 18, 2017 at 5:30pm at the Venetian River
Club. Join us for a Moroccan Inspired Soiree while enjoying dinner, cocktails, music, entertainment
and an amazing silent and live auction. The generosity of our local
merchants is overwhelming this year! Come help support the children
of the Sun Coast. $125 per person. Seats will sell out quickly. Individual
or entire table reservations are welcome. Wear your casual Moroccan
attire and dance the night away! Contact Linda Cautero, 203-240-0715
or Rosemary BeCraft, 513-315-1635.
• Just “Chillin” on One of the Benches
Both benches are in giving residents an opportunity to just pause and
relax during their walk along Veneto and Pesaro. These benches were
a donation made as part of the Community Association’s Community
Betterment Project.
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• VGRC Membership Drive Ready to Launch
Soon you will be seeing the launching of the 2018 Membership Drive for the VGRC Community
Association. If you need to know if your membership is up this year or you are not sure if you
are a member, you can go to www.vgrcca.us/membership where you can submit your name and
it will tell you the status of your membership.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
• Progress on the Legacy Trail
The long awaited Legacy Trail Overpass is beginning to take shape. The project which was
initiated two years and was heavy in public input will begin, according to state officials, this fall.
Laurel Rd. will remain open during construction, but may be reduced to one lane. Construction
is expected to be completed by late 2018.
• Go Fish…somewhere else.
For those who like to fish from the pier near Sharkey’s, you might find another location. The
pier is now closed until the structural issues can be addressed.
• Need for a New Home
The Wildlife Center on Border Rd. (off of Jacaranda) has been a wonderful neighbor, responding
to the VGRC when we call them for injured wildlife. They have grown to treat over 4500 wildlife
patients each year in their primary region of Sarasota County and west Charlotte County. They
are looking for a permanent home across the street from their current location and have started
a fundraising drive to make this a reality. If you would like to help the Wildlife Center by
donating, go to https://www.gofundme.com/venice-wildlife-center-relocation. Consider it...
the Wildlife Center does good work!
• Meet the Venice Area Garden Club.
Do you love gardening? Do you love floral design? Do you want to have fun and friendship
while doing what you love? Attend a Venice Area Garden Club meeting and see what we’re all
about. Whether you are a long time resident, new to the area or a seasonal resident, you will
find the women and men of VAGC are friendly, environmentally aware and happy to share their
gardening and floral design knowledge. VAGC provides continuing education and resources in
gardening and the study of horticulture as well as the art form of floral design. VAGC supports
the preservation of our fragile Florida environment and participates in beautification of our
community. VAGC meets the first Thursday of each month (October thru June) at Venice Gardens
Community Center on Shamrock Blvd. For further information. Contact Membership Chair:
Elaine Hudon (603) 566-6292 or www.vagc-florida.org
• World Rowing Championship
Sarasota will be hosting the World Rowing Championship at Benderson Park (near the University
Town Center.) The Championship runs until October 1st so you still have time to make it to the
competition. Rowing is an exciting sport to watch with this event bringing the best of the best
throughout the world.
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UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
• Sarasota Memorial Hospital Needs Your
Support…..Again
Last year, Florida’s Agency for Healthcare
Administration gave preliminary approval to
Sarasota Memorial’s plan to establish a new
hospital at Laurel and Pinebrook roads.. Sarasota
Memorial Hospital expects a final decision from
the state in early 2018.
In the meantime, Sarasota Memorial Hospital
taking no chances – In October 2017, SMHCS
plans to submit a new application for the
Laurel Road hospital, to ensure that Sarasota
Memorial continues to have a place in line
in the state’s next approval cycle. Sarasota
Memorial is committed to building a hospital on
Laurel Road and the new application is an extra
insurance measure that will allow SMHCS to pursue its Venice hospital with minimal delay.
SMH is asking Venetian residents consider writing a letter of support to accompany the
hospital’s new application.
Time is of the essence, as Sarasota Memorial Hospital needs the letter no later than
Oct. 2, 2017. If you wrote a letter of support last year, you can use the same letter, just
insert the current date and your signature.
Please send your letter to Ellen Simon at Sarasota Memorial Hospital at Ellen-Simon@smh.com,
and she will package all of the letters and send with the application to the state. If you have any
questions, feel free to contact Ellen via email or (941) 917-1499.
• McLeod Concrete Crushing Plant
McLeod has submitted a legal opinion to the City which opines that the Pre-Annexation
Agreement which contains a limitation on concrete recycling does not apply to them. Your
Community Association legal counsel disagrees but rather than the possibility of a prolonged
litigation battle, it has been proposed the McLeod that we enter into a mutual agreement similar
to that with Crush-It as a means to mitigate any noise impact. McLeod has not responded. The
Planning Commission Public Hearing on this facility was held on Monday, September 25 at 1:30 pm
in the City Hall Council Chambers. We have requested a continuance but will not know if it will
be granted until Monday’s meeting.
• John Nolen Gardens Site & Development Plan Application
The Site and Development Plan application is with the City’s Planning staff. A Planning
Commission Public Hearing date for consideration of this Plan has not been set.
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• Treviso Grand Apartments
The proposed apartment complex is located in the northeast corner of the large vacant field at
Laurel and Knights Trail. An advisory committee including representatives from both Willow
Chase and the VGRC has been established and recently blessed changes in the architecture,
which adds considerably, more Northern Italian features to the buildings. No date is set for Site
and Development Plan consideration by the City’s Planning Commission.
• Ajax Paving Public Workshop
A public workshop will be held at 5:30 pm on September 27, 2017 at the Community Hall Room,
Venice City Hall to discuss a Rezone Petition for the Ajax Property located north of us on Gene
Green Road. It is our understanding that the request will be for a small expansion of their office
building as well as the construction of a new building at the rear of the property which will
serve as a training center. We will follow this project but indications it will have no impact on
the Venetian.
• Comprehensive Plan Update
After much deliberation, City Council has approved the proposed Comp Plan. It now goes to
the State for comment. Most all the changes proposed by your Community Association were
included in the updated Plan. The next large effort relative to the Comp Plan update will be the
rewriting of the applicable LDRs (Land Development Regulations).
• Fire Fee
City Council voted to postpone the enactment of any potential “ Fire Fee” assessment until after
a yet to be formed Stakeholders Group, consisting of City of Venice residents, consider how best
the Fire Department be financed. The Stakeholders Group will present their recommendations
to City Council well in advance of next year’s budget deliberations.

THE FINAL HELPING
Irma was here and now is gone. It was some type of experience for all of us. For those who
remained, especially rookie hurricaners, it was pretty scary. Adding to the fear factor were pictures
of the devastation from Houston (Hurricane Harvey) and watching respected meteorologists
use words like “monster and beast” in their description of Irma.
Watching the path of Irma was a story in itself. Initially, when they discussed the path in
Florida, it appeared it was going to hit the east coast. We all breathed a sigh of relief. We are
going to escape this behemoth again. The weather reporters said, “ It looks like it is turning
west.” West? West? Oh, %^#@$*&^, that’s us! All of us on property sprung into action.
Constant wind and rain, no electricity and hunkering down in your home just listening. For
those who evacuated, we know it was a tough decision and you also faced the challenges of
traffic jams and gas stations that ran out of petrol. For those “up north” we recognize that you
were on pins and needles wondering what was taking place with your home. Can’t blame you.
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But the bottom line is our community overall had minimal damage. This was the first time the
structures of our homes were tested and they withstood the test.
Our community came together, pitched in to help or share their concern and when you look
back, you have to say this is a great place to live.
At the end of Parcels there are a few pictures of our community post hurricane that is a visual
reminder of what we faced.
Now that things have calmed down at the Venetian, we wanted to acknowledge the following:
Kudos to those Venetian who volunteered to be a part of the HRT team.
A note of appreciation to the property managers for the CDD and POA who were able to
implement their plans to keep Venetians safe as well as return to the Venetian as quickly as
possible to tend to the aftermath of Irma
Take a bow, GM of our Golf Club, for making the decision to open the golf club as a special
place for Venetian to stay during the night of the hurricane.
A sincere thank you to the River Club Manager and his employees for not only “tying down”
the River Club in anticipation of the hurricane but quickly getting things back in order ready
for classes, tennis, eating and other activities.
Our appreciation to the landscape companies who quickly began their clean up process.
A big hug to the security team for getting back to their post on Monday to serve the vital role
they play.
Bravo to the City of Venice, especially the City Manager and his staff for implementing their
hurricane emergency plan as well as frequently updating the city via Code Red
A standing ovation to the Police and Fire Chiefs of the Venice Police Department for being
there for the special circumstances at the Venetian.
Gracias to the many residents, both here and up north, who sent a note to the HRT thanking
them for doing their job.
Our gratitude to those Venetians who stood their ground during the hurricane and were calm
and cooperative after the hurricane
An applause to every Venetian whether they were here or not, who kept our community in
their prayers and sent notes of encouragement
Thanks to the POA, CDD, and VGRC Community Association for their leadership in the
community, setting the stage for a high level of preparation.
A note of appreciation to those who have joined the VGRC Community Association, thus
providing the financial resources to purchase supplies and equipment needed by the HRT team.
Due to everyone’s effort and cooperation, as we said in our many Hurricane emails, ‘WE
KICKED IRMA’S ______________.”
P.S. If we left anyone out, we apologize for the omission. In the course of thanking people, there may
be an oversight. We’re sorry if that happens.
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A PORTRAIT OF IRMA
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2018 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Joining The VGRC Community Association
Thank you for your VGRC Community Association membership. Your dues
keep both our organization and community strong!

Please complete the items below.

DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term

Membership Cost

1. Online at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/ We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
___ One year
$35.00
The information
below is on the website.
___ Two years
$55.00
___ Three years

$75.00

2. Write a check, payable to VGRC Community Association and mail to:
Treasurer
O WAYS TO JOIN:
on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
305 Martellago
r check to: Treasurer
North Venice, FL 34275
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

ON:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

____________________________________________________Date:__________________

Membership Term

ub Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

Membership Cost

__________________________________________________________________________

___ One year
___ Two years
_________________________________________
___ Three years (Best Offer!)
Owner Signature

__________________________________________________________________________

___________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________

____________________

$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

Note the discount for multi-year membership.

MEMBER(S) INFORMATION (Please Print)
Name(s):

Date:

Venetian Address:
Other Mailing Address:
Preferred Telephone #:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:

We consider our household (Please check the appropriate box)
 Full-Time at the Venetian

 Part-Time at the Venetian

 We do not live at the Venetian,

but own property at the VGRCCA

Thanks again for joining, and through your email we send you our very informative newsletter, Parcels.
073117 - Membership Information Form

