Published by the VGRCCA as a service to our members and residents of the Venetian Golf and River Club.

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD:
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
GET THOSE BIKES READY
FOR BIKE-O-RAMA V

Bike-O-Rama V is back!!! This ultra popular event will
be held from 9 am-12 noon on Saturday, January 6,
2018 in the River Club parking lot. The VGRC Community Association who sponsors the event will also
have a membership table on site for those needing to
update their membership. It is a great event in cooperation with International Bicycles on Tamiami Trail.
Just bring your bike in order for the talented bike
maintenance team to check it out. Bike merchandise
and new bikes will be on sale. If your bike is in need
of more than a check up, you can have International
Bicycles take your bike to their store for more extensive repairs. We have a few surprises this year for
those patient people who wait in line for their time
with the maintenance folks. It’s a wonderful annual
event and it’s free! See you on the Bike-O-Rama V.

HONORING THY FLAG

Old Glory catches the eye of every resident and
visitor as they enter the Venetian. A small dedication
event was held during Veteran Day weekend for the
new flagpole, the new flag and the evening spotlights. The Community Association gifted the above
items to the CDD.
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INSIDE THIS EDITION /
HIGHLIGHTS
IN THIS EDITION:
Community Association
Board Vacancy
Update: Hurricane
Readiness Team
Upcoming Medical
Marijuana Seminar
Two wonderful charity
events at the Venetian
Special Mailing Discount

BOARD VACANCY

STOP SIGNS

Last season, after having a committee study the traffic problems at the Venetian, the CDD gave the green
light for the placement of a number of additional stop
signs on property. Hopefully, these new locations will
help curtail some of the community’s ongoing speeding issues. By the way, stop signs are for any vehicle
on the road including golf carts.

The VGRC Community Association Executive Board
has an opening due to the recent resignation of
Carol Barbieri, a tireless and dedicated worker who
added so much to the vitality of the organization. If
you want to know more information about serving
as a Community Association Board member, contact
President John Moeckel at jcminfl@yahoo.com or
phone (941) 480-0035. As there is some urgency in
filling this vacancy, please contact Mr. Moeckel as
soon as possible.

Neal Community Projects

Have a comment? Hit reply and
tell us what you think.

HURRICANE READINESS TEAM
SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
The hurricane season is officially over. 2017 will be
remembered as the first time our own Hurricane
Readiness Team (HRT) sprang into action anticipatCONTINUED PAGE 2

Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

ing Hurricane Irma as it came up the western coast of Florida. The Hurricane
Response Team consists of volunteers who are here most of the hurricane season. There are a few openings on the core leadership team. An informational
meeting will be announced and held within the next two months to give further
details for those interested in serving on the 2018 HRT leadership team.
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5 pm. The seminars are about an hour in length with the last few minutes open
to questions from the audience. In respect to the speakers and fellow audience
members, we ask that audience members remain until the event is concluded.
A membership table will be at the seminar for those who need to update their
membership. The topic of “ Medical Marijuana” “ reflects a new direction for the
sunshine state which could mean a large audience for the January 16th seminar.
expected to draw a large audience.

THROW IT AGAINST THE WALL
We’ve beaten the drums about the Wall of Something and the sound has been
heard. Remember, the Wall is Venetian’s own electronic bulletin board for just
our residents. Please note that it is for more than just selling items. You can post
almost anything on the Wall. If you have not’ been on the Wall recently, take a
look at the variety of postings on the Wall.by clicking on http://www.vgrcca.us/
wall-of-something.

A COMMON THEME….MEMBERSHIP

MEDICAL MARIJUANA SEMINAR
For those who are new residents, you will have an opportunity to attend a number of educational seminars sponsored
by the Community Association. For the past five years, we
have held a variety of seminars on a wide array of topics.
The first seminar this year was on Marine Mammals. The next seminar is on
Medical Marijuana and will be held at the River Club on Tuesday, January 16th,

Many of the preceding stories have a common theme…they are all sponsored
by the VGRC Community Association. With the exception of the upcoming Shredfest and CPR training, all events are free to any resident. We are probably one of
the only communities in this area that has an array of programs, seminars and
events open to our residents. Our monthly newsletter Parcels is something that
other communities just don’t have. The reason we can do it is due to the majority
of residents realizing that their Community Association small membership dues
adds to the residents’ quality of life. If you are not a member or need to renew
your membership, please take the time to complete the membership form at the
end of this edition of Parcels.

UPCOMING CHARITY EVENTS
A TENNIS CHARITY EVENT TO BE HELD AT THE VENETIAN

For 18 years an outstanding charity tennis event has been held in the Sarasota area
called Lessons for Life.
This year’s Lesson for Life is being held for the first time at the Venetian! It’s a wonderful event where tennis players of all levels rotate from court to court being taught
by local tennis professionals from the Greater Sarasota area.
Lessons for Life is being held on Saturday, January 13, 2018, with check in at
10:30 am. The pro led lessons
begin at 11 am followed by a 1
pm lunch and an outstanding
silent auction. A special kids’
zone will be available for those
future Roger Federer’s. Cost is
$60 for individual adults prior to
1/1/2018 and $ 75.00 thereafter. For $100.00, you can pay for
two adults, ($125 after 1/1/18.) The costs for youngsters under 18 is only $25.00
This year’s charity is St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Their groundbreaking
research has helped push the survival rate for childhood cancer from less than 20%
in 1962 to more than 80% today. Register for this year’s Lessons for Life at www.
fundraising.st.jude.org/Venetian.
If you cannot participate in Lessons for Life but want to make a charity donation (last
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minute tax exemption for 2017) you can donate also through the above web site.
Let’s support this great annual charity event being held on our own tennis courts.
For more information contact our Tennis Pro, Charlie Sandomenico at 941-441-2271

LAUREL CIVIC ASSOCIATION
FUNDRAISER ON JANUARY 27.

The After School Homework Assistance Program at the Laurel Civic Association (LCA)
is a program that works! It works by providing area students, from kindergarten to high
school seniors, with warm meals, tutoring, mentoring, love and friendship. Inspired
academically and socially, these children learn, at a very young age, the significance
of a sound education and the importance of a strong community through teamwork.
Our Venetian family has taken the LCA under its wings. The number of volunteers
from our community who donate their time and skills to tutor the children in the
After School Program is astounding. Last year, the Venetian Community came
together to raise over $21,000.00 for the LCA. With your help, our goal is to surpass
that amount this year. Please join us at the Venetian River Club for our annual LCA
fundraiser on January 27, 2018. The night will include another great River Club
dinner, both live and silent auctions and entertainment featuring our own Venetian
band, Assisted Living. Ticket price: $95.00 per person (checks made out to the Laurel Civic Association) c/o Claire Call, 123 Avalini Way, N. Venice, FL 34275. Tables of
8 and 10 are available if you wish to reserve a table for your group.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/

Parcels from Paradise - Keeping Venetian Residents Connected...

December 2017

OUTSIDE THE GATES

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AT THE RINGLING

STATE CHAMPIONS

Recently, a resident informed Parcels about an educational opportunity that may
be of interest to residents. As you may know, Ringling College in Sarasota is one
of those unique post secondary institutions prepares artists, designers and writers. They also have a continuing education program that for those individuals
who just want to add more learning to their lives. You can get more information
at https://www.ringling.edu/

Congratulations to our own Venice High School Football Team for bringing home
the State Football Championship trophy by defeating St. Johns Bartram Trail,
37-24. There are a number of Venetian residents who faithfully attend all Venice
H.S. Friday night home games. These residents must have been dancing in the
streets after hearing the good news. The high school may have to enlarge their
trophy case as the Girl’s Volleyball Team captured the State Championship just
last month. Go Indians!

SPECIAL MAILING DISCOUNTS FOR VENETIANS
Venetian residents can receive a special holiday mailing discount on Fed. Ex
mailing at Qwik Pack and Ship in Plaza Venezia on Laurel Rd. Senders will
receive a special 15% off Fed. Ex.mailing services. So if you have those holiday
gifts you need to send, visit congenial owner Steve Csiszar letting him know
the “Venetian Mayor sent me” (or you are a Venetian resident) and receive the
discount. This offer evaporates on December 22nd.

UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
FUTURE PLANS OF THE NEAL COMMUNITIES
You don’t have to live in Venice for a long time to realize that the Neal Communities has a major presence in northeast Venice. A recent conversation with President Pat Neal of Neal Communities revealed the following:
Neal Communities is still under contract with the Gulf Coast Community Foundation for the purchase of “The Bridges” property and the bordering 150 acres to
the east. They intend to go forward with the purchase subject to some minor
title issues being resolved. They are looking at an approximate closing date of or
about March 31, 2018.
• Neal Communities and their partners have sold the “Woods of Venice” site on
Border Road to Meritage, a public homebuilder headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona
but building in several nearby Southwest Florida locations. Meritage is primarily a
single-family homebuilder. Neal will proceed on their behalf toward an approved
Site and Development Plan for this development. It is expected that the property
will be conveyed to Meritage about the end of February 2018.
• The Neal owned property on the west side of Jacaranda, across from Milano,
will be known as “Aria” and developed by Neal Signature Homes, their custom
home division. Aria homes will be priced from about $490,000 to about $790,000.
Site work is expected to commence in March 2018.
With all the Neal Communities activity in our area, President Pat Neal wants to
make certain they are being good neighbors. He has asked that you call him at
941-586-8757 or Randy Olsen, Area Construction Manager, at 941-713-5006
with any questions or concerns you have regarding their ongoing construction
operations.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
THE REALITY IS…

Happy Holidays!

The industrial companies are in compliance with all the City Ordinances and
Land Development Regulations and are protected by strong State Private Property Rights Statutes. We are relegated to "work with" the industrial companies
on our borders, as we have no legal recourse against them.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/

Page 3

Parcels from Paradise - Keeping Venetian Residents Connected...

December 2017

NOTES FROM THE POA FOR DECEMBER

The POA annual meeting was held on December 6th and over 200 residents attended.

The ballots for the election for 3 board seats were tabulated. Lew Perry and Tom Jones were
re-elected and Diane Bazlamit was chosen for the seat being vacated by the retirement of
Jerry Jasper.
POA board officers for 2018 are:
				Tom Jones – President
				Lew Perry – VP
				Steve Thomaston – Treasurer
				Diane Bazlamit – Secretary
				Jerry Flood - Director
Discussion topics included:
• Washingtonian palm trees – a presentation by Truman Henard of the ACC urged homeowners who still have these trees to consider removing and replacing them. The reasons are: many
trees are up to 40 feet tall and can grow 3 feet per year to 100 feet. They are lightning rods
and a high risk in winds for breaking or falling over. The cost to prune them will continue to
increase, and trimming will be required up to twice each year. Owners removing them will be
given a special allowance of up to 1 year to plant a replacement.
• Hurricane shutters – the rule for use of hurricane shutters was reviewed. The full text of rule
1.4 and other rules and standards are posted at www.venetianpoa.com under the tab marked
“ACC Info”.
• Irrigation rules – the need to control our irrigation water use and prevent possible heavy
fines from the water agency was reviewed. The irrigation schedule is posted on the POA website under the “VGRC Documents” tab, and front gate personnel will continue to monitor and
report violations. Fines for improper irrigation can range from $100 to $1,000.

Page 4

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/

Parcels from Paradise - Keeping Venetian Residents Connected...

December 2017

Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
•
•

Dec. 19– VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us

(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
Jan. 3 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)
Jan. 5 – SPECIAL VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Jan. 6 – Bike-O-Rama – 9am to noon www.vgrcca.us
(bring your bike and get a free maintenance and safety check)
Jan. 9 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE: Submit
ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week. (meetings
are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
Jan. 25 – POA Rules Committee – 1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 9:00 am)

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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