Published by the VGRCCA as a service to our members and residents of the Venetian Golf and River Club.
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s Hurricane preparations underway s New vet in town s Bike ride with the Mayor
s We’re on top of it s Waiting on the judge s CodeRED s Hospital good news

IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Hurricane Season Around the Corner – Community Meeting Set
The Hurricane Readiness Team is already gearing up for the 2018 Hurricane Season. June marks the beginning of Hurricane
Season for Floridians. The HRT was formed in 2014 and consists of a team of resident volunteers who will be deployed if a
hurricane is imminent.
To update the community on hurricane preparations, we are holding two hurricane information sessions at the River Club.
They are as follows
Monday, June 4, 5 pm
Tuesday, June 5, 9 am
We urge residents to attend one of these sessions. The more you know as a resident the better prepared you will be if our
community will be facing a hurricane this season.

Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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Positive Response to Golf Membership Offer
The response from the VGRC residents to the Golf Club Summer Membership offering has been amazing. We would like
to encourage all golfers to sign up for this great deal. The VGRC Golf Club will be giving a $350 discount off of the $1000
membership dues for summer golf. The residents of Venetian can become Venetian Golf Club Members from May 15-October
15 for just $650 (plus tax). The summer golf membership is a family membership. Summer members will enjoy unlimited
golf (paying only the current cart fee), unlimited use of the practice facility, full dining privileges, charging privileges, 20%
discount on all apparel in the Golf Shop, 7 day advance tee times, up to 3 guests per day (paying applicable member-guest
rates), and reciprocity to limited Private Clubs in the area. This price is effective immediately. For details, please contact
Denise Payton, Membership Director at the Golf Club or call her at 941-441-2288.
Our River Club…Prepping for the Make Over
The CDD Board of Supervisors recently approved clubhouse renovations. Renovations will include new color selections for
all interior areas, flooring throughout the restaurant, offices and tennis shop, wall finishes, new furnishings, lighting, window
treatments, and artwork. Acoustic attenuation solutions will also be used in the dining and bar areas of the facility. This
comprehensive acoustic attenuation plan will involve flooring, wall and ceiling treatments, as well as window treatments so to
obtain the best and most cost-effective result to dampen the noise levels throughout our facility. Renovations are scheduled
to begin in July and should last approximately eight weeks. The River Club intends to keep open as many amenities as
possible during the renovation period. Tennis and pool operations should not be interrupted during this time and it is
our hope that fitness activities will be the least affected during the shutdown. Once a finalized schedule is developed,
details will be sent out to the community.
Lost and Found – Tennis shop
Did you know that there is a community lost and found? According to one of our fine privacy guards, when they find
something in their ride through the entire community, they turn it in to the Tennis Pro Shop located in the River Club. Now
where in the heck are my glasses?
Lost and Fawn
Parcels hears about good deeds in our community and here’s one of them. A fawn had apparently followed a resident and
went down probably because of fatigue. Most likely, the fawn separated from mommy and could not be found. The security
office was notified by a passing resident and called the Wildlife Center who came and took the fawn. Kudos to the residents
who took ownership of the situation and resolved it.

SAY GOODBYE
It’s hard to say goodbye sometimes but it is upon us, the end of the Clicker era at the Venetian will end on Friday, June 1st.
There is a goodbye Clicker barrel located in the inside exit lane of the Venetian. And to help you cope with the loss of your
clicker that has been a part of your car for many years, may we leave you with:
Goodbye old friend, farewell it seems.
We'll dance again in my dreams.
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OUTSIDE THE GATES
New Places Nearby
ALDI, the unique and discount grocery store has opened this week marking the beginning of retail development in this area of
Tamiami Trail near Laurel Rd. The German based company has an interesting array of groceries and home goods. Be ready to
rent your cart for just a quarter and bag your own groceries. Starbucks is also scheduled for this same area and tentatively
plans to open in August. The entrance to both stores is off of Laurel Rd, near the CVS store. Don’t turn right on 41 expecting
to enter the stores.

Show-Off…
Seminar Planning for 2018-19
Because of the very positive response, it appears that the Community
Association will continue its learning seminars for next year. One idea that has been
tossed around is an event called “ Show Off.” What we would vision is that we would have
tables at the River Club where residents could “show off” something they have or done. For example,
it might be a book one authored, an invention, marble or stamp collection, picture albums, pez dispensers,
artwork, jewelry, doll collection, record collection, antique collection, etc. etc. The list is endless!! This would
not be a sales event. It would run possibly 2-3 hours giving residents time to come when convenient. Not sure
the date but most likely during the season.
Right now, we need to see how many people have interest and might participate in “ Show Off.” If you are interested
please click “reply” and share with Parcels your name and a brief explanation as to what you would be showing off.

Parcels Encourages All Venetians to Sign Up for CodeRED.
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send EMERGENCY notifications by phone, email, text and social media to keep citizens
informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or
other emergency situations.
The City of Venice also uses CodeRED Weather Warning. CodeRED Weather Warning is a unique service that automatically
notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after the National Weather Service has issued a warning. The
CodeRED Weather Warning is available to you at no cost.
The City may also activate CodeRED to send GENERAL notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety
matters, such as planned road closures, water main repairs, water and power service interruptions, etc. By selecting the box
for GENERAL alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications.
Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy.
Click on https://www.venicegov.com/government/fire/weather-and-disasterinformation/ code-red
It is a great service from the city for our residents.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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Bike With Mayor Holic
The annual “Bike with the Mayor” ride, with Venice Mayor John Holic, is set for Saturday, May 19 at 10 a.m. from Sharky’s
on the Pier, 1600 Harbor Dr. A short, casual ride will be followed by refreshments and a discussion session with Mayor
Holic. Please bring a bicycle and a helmet. Come out and celebrate National Bike Month in May! Venice is a Bicycle Friendly
Community. For more information, please contact city Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper at dculpepper@
venicegov.com or 941-882-7448.
Food Lovers Take Notice
Two relatively new restaurants have opened on Tamiami Trail south of Center Rd, on the left side. We have reported previously
that Venice will have its own Metro Diner (third one in this area) and now it’s open on Tamiami Trail in front of the complex
that houses Frank’s Theatre. The menu is very comprehensive and if you like waffles with covered by fried chicken and ice
cream, Metro Diner is the place for you. Metro Diner serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. Food portions are “HUGE.”
The other restaurant is an interesting one and maybe hard to find. It is called the Greenhouse and is located on Tamiami
in the same strip center as Yummies and Venice Printer. But once you get there, you surely will find a variety of good food.
Greenhouse is set up buffet style with a salad bar, soups (8 varieties) and a variety of hot food. Homemade desserts are
prepared for those who love this part of a great meal. You can also order ala carte if you desire. It’s inexpensive, it’s mom
and pop run, and it’s one of those places where the ambience may not be the best but the food makes up for it. Give it a try.
Some Good News….
Venice Regional Bayfront Hospital recently received word that they went from a C to a B in the Leapfrog rating, a semi annual
ranking by this nonprofit organization. Leapfrog Group collects safety, quality, and resource use information. They report on
the issues that matter to patients and purchasers—from maternity care and surgical outcomes, to hand washing policies
and nursing standards. Sarasota Memorial retained their A grade in the Leapfrog rating.
Wake Me When the Announcement is Made
The wait is…….. still on. There is no word from the judge who is ruling on the feasibility of a new hospital in this area for both
Sarasota Memorial Hospital and Bayfront Venice Hospital. The announcement was supposed to be made around February
and according to a recent article in the Gondolier, there is no word as to when it will be made.
New Vet in Town
There is a new veterinary physician in town, Marano Animal Hospital not far from the Venetian. It is located in Jacaranda
Commons Shopping Center between the British Pub and Publix. It’s a family run business with Dr. Jason Marano serving as
the sole vetenarian. Dr. Marana has an undergraduate degree from Rutgers and attended the University of Florida College
of Veterinary Medicine. He provides full service vet services and offers a “wellness club” for check ups every 6 months. The
new office is inviting to both owners and your loyal canine or feline. Marano Animal Hospital is open from Monday- Saturday.
Contact them at 941-480-0055.
New Development Springing Up at the Roundabout
A lot of inquired about the building of a new development near the Jacaranda roundabout. It will be an over 55 community
called the FLORIDIAN CLUB OF SARASOTA. There will be a total of 309 villas and bungalows with 261 one level villas
attached in buildings of 9 and 12 and 48 bungalows in two small three story buildings that surround the pool and Club. This is
a lease only community. Pricing starts at $1415/mo. for a 1 bedroom. The Club will have a virtual golf simulation system, pool
table, a fitness Center, a Pet Spa, along with pickle ball courts and even boat and RV parking (fee based) on the premises.
Go to www.floridianlife.com for more details. Look for occupancy around December, 2018.
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UPDATES ON KEY EXTERNAL ISSUES
The City’s On Top Of It!
The City of Venice’s Planning and Zoning Division has sent letters reminding the two new concrete crushing plants to our
north that they are not authorized to perform any business activities until the following steps are accomplished:
s 3IGN OFF ON ALL lNAL INSPECTIONS
s )SSUANCE OF A #ERTIlCATE OF /CCUPANCY
s )SSUANCE OF A LOCAL BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT
We are pleased to see that the City is providing the proper oversight during the construction phase of these plants and
hopefully will continue to do so once they are in operation.
Your Community Association is On Top of It!
The County is in the final design stages necessary to convert the former Venice Minerals Mining borrow pit on our northern
boundary into what will be known as the Dona Bay Surface Water Storage Facility. The finished storage area will cover
370 acres and is designed to reduce nutrient levels, peak flows, and the volume of freshwater currently discharged into Dona
Bay. Representatives from your Venetian CDD, Property Owners Association and Community Association have met formally
with County representatives on two occasions regarding this project and will continue to do so to assure that the impact on
our community is minimized during the construction stage. While in the early stages, we are also discussing with the County
how the completed facility might benefit our community. Construction is presently schedule to commence in March 2019.
The County is planning to hold a local Public Information meeting in the July-August 2018 time frame. We will encourage
them to also hold a public meeting in the fall after our seasonal residents have returned. Stay tuned for further developments
as we approach the 2019 construction commencement date!
Venice Fire Fee: The Latest
Venice City Council shelved a proposed Fire Fee in Sept 2017 for the 2017-2018 budget. Council referred the matter to a newly
appointed Taxpayer Stakeholder Group to examine alternatives to raise funds for the 2.4 million shortfall in the budget. The
Group reported back to Council on 4/19/2018 at a joint meeting suggesting either raising the Millage rate on the Ad Valorem
property taxes or institute a fire fee. The new proposal for the fire fee bases the fee on a per 100 square foot living space rate
in lieu of a county appraised value. A lot of work remains for council before we see a final product. The VGRCCA will follow the
progress of the fire fee. Please keep an eye out for public informational meetings and public comment on this topic.
Extra Helping
Each day in May you can tell the difference. Life is a little slower, restaurants are not as crowded and you don’t have to take
your life in your hands when entering the Jacaranda Roundabout. Yes, the “season” is coming to an end. For those who are
full time, we will be facing the summer heat, afternoon downpours (you could set your watch at 3:40 pm for the downpour)
and definitely a slower life. You will also hear about those amazing vacations that full time residents take. For those who have
migrated north, Parcels will do its best to keep you informed of all the news at the Venetian and in and around Venice. If you
are 1000 miles away and want Parcels to cover a story that might be of interest to you, let us know. You should be receiving
Parcels at least in two out of three summer months and this year, we may even do all three. So keep in touch and no matter
where you live, may you be safe and healthy in the coming months.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/

Page 5

Parcels from Paradise - Keeping Venetian Residents Connected...

Venetian Calendar

UPC OMING MEE TING DAT E S

RdfThese meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents

Upcoming meeting dates

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
May 14 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

•
•
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(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
May 22 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
May 24 – POA Rules Committee – 9:00 am jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 9:00 am)
June 6 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)
June 11 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
June 12 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:
Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
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