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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Thanks Patriotic Volunteers
A number of residents answered the call for volunteers to
help place the American Flags on every street corner of the
Venetian on Memorial Day to honor those who died defending
our Republic. We appreciate their efforts. The next time a
volunteer flag corp will be needed will be on July 4th. An
email will be sent giving time and location. Please read more
about this past Memorial Day flag placement under “ Extra
Helping” in this edition of Parcels.
A Need for Volunteers - LAUREL RD CLEANUP
The next Laurel Road Cleanup is scheduled for Monday, June 18,
2018 at 8:45 am. Volunteers should meet on the south side of Laurel
Road across from the entry to the Venetian. Shirts, gloves, bags and
pickers will be provided. Remember your sunscreen, bottled water,
bug spray and appropriate shoes. If you have a golf cart, please arrive
with your cart so that we can use it to move people to their starting
points. The cart will only be driven on the sidewalk. It will not be used
during the cleanup. Hope to see you on the 18th.
More Bark than Bite
Was it a Subtropical storm, a tropical storm or a hurricane? Not sure how to call it but Alberto was its name. Although the
local weather forecasters did not go into their Defcon Alert mode, they did put out sufficient information about Mr. Alberto.
Well, Mr. Alberto turned out to be a few days of rain, heavy at times, and a slight increase in wind speed. If there was
something good about this event that came days ahead of the official hurricane season, it was a wake up call to residents
about the need to prepare for the upcoming season.
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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Golf Club Dining Open to Community during RC Downtime
With the closing of the restaurant at the River Club set for July 16, 2018, the Venetian Golf Club has graciously agreed to
open up to the community for dining. During the time period the River Club restaurant is closed, residents can enjoy lunch
Tuesday – Sunday from 11 am – 3 pm, and dinner Thursday and Friday evenings from 5 pm – 8 pm.
To make reservations for lunch, dinner or themed events we ask that you call the Food & Beverage Manager, Luke Yost. The
telephone number to reach Luke’s office is 941-441-2290. If Luke is unable to answer your call, please leave a message and
he will return your call. Include your name, date requested and number of people in your party. Reservations will be accepted
up to seven (7) days in advance. Reservations are recommended as there is limited seating available for walk-ins. The Golf
Club will work with the River Club Management to insure that you are kept apprised of the lunch and dinner menus and
featured specials that will be scheduled. Themed events will also be made available for you to enjoy. The Venetian Golf Club
looks forward to serving all residents during the summer months while the River Club is being renovated.
Golf Club Sale Update
Based on a number of questions from residents, both members and non members of the Golf Club, Parcels asked for a quick
update on the status of the possible sale of the golf club to golf members. A key member of the core team looking to purchase
the club stated, “There have been no further discussions with Lennar regarding the sale of the golf club since mid-winter.
There are three condos remaining in inventory and some landscaping requirements to complete, after which Lennar will be
done at VG&RC. We hope that we can resume discussions this fall and reach a conclusion that is good for all parties.”

WALL OF SOMETHING - 24/7, 365 days
Even though many residents have headed northward, the Wall
of Something is still open for business. Given the summer
months, it might be a good time to place recommendations
for vendors and service providers that have demonstrated
great service. Residents are always looking for pet sitters,
handymen, roofers, cleaning services, heating and AC
contractors and even dentists. Remember, new people are
always filtering into the Venetian and they are searching for
recommendations.
Click on HTTPWWWVGRCCAUSWALLOF SOMETHING
VGRC holds Informative Hurricane Preparation Seminars
A sizeable crowd attended the Hurricane Preparation seminars held on
June 4 and 5th. As was stated in the email blast announcing the event,
the seminar was intended to provide sufficient information to help
residents make one of three decisions if a hurricane is imminent. These
three decisions are (1) leave and head north (2) go to an Evacuation
Center or (3) hunker down in your own house. Also in attendance at
the event to provide helpful information was Venice Fire Chief Shawn
Carvey and Lt. Andrew Leisenring from the Venice Police Department.
Carvey pointed out that during the height of the hurricane, emergency
personnel do not respond but still call 911. He also mentioned that if
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you are planning to leave, you should consider it 4 days before the
actual event to avoid massive traffic congestion. In addition, Rae
Dowling from Florida Power and Light gave an excellent presentation
on what steps FPL has taken to improve the services they provide
during a hurricane. They have an excellent web site at www.fpl.com.
Ms. Dowling also recommended to download their “app” that will be
helpful in the event of a storm. At the seminar, the role of the HRT
was described. The volunteer resident team is deployed at the point
when a hurricane is imminent and all personnel employed at the
River Club leave the property to tend to their own family safety. Also at this point, the security staff also leaves and the gates
are taken down. The HRT had its first real test last year with Irma and now is prepared for what lies ahead this hurricane
season. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation has been posted on the Community Association web site, WWWVGRCCAUS.
Thanks to all who attended one of the two seminars.
ON SCHEDULE
The CDD stated that on June 1, 2018 the “clicker” mechanism for the entry gates would be turned off and the transition to
the all sticker entry would occur. And, it happened on schedule! However, there were a few ( no names mentioned ) residents
who attempted to use their clickers on June 1 and when told by our wonderful privacy guards that they were no longer in
use, commented, “ What stickers? “ I never was told anything about this” “ I never got an email about this?” and a few other
comments not fit to print. But the good news is an estimated 90% + read the emails, looked at the posted signs, followed
the instruction and thus smiled on June 1st as the gate lifted on cue. Look for the email blast sent out by the CDD on
June 4th to explain next steps.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
SARASOTA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL INFORMATION MEETING
A public workshop will be held to discuss the following development applications for a proposed hospital and related health
care facilities on 65.43+ acres located south of Laurel Road, east of Pinebrook Road, and west of I-75, in the City of Venice
at 2600 Laurel Road, Nokomis, Florida: (1) an application to amend the existing Planned Commercial Development (PCD)
district zoning designation to reflect a hospital and related health care facilities instead of a retail shopping center and office
uses, and to specify design standards; (2) an application for special exception to allow for the hospital and related health
care facilities uses; and (3) an application for site and development plan approval. The applications will support the new
Sarasota Memorial Hospital - Laurel Road, the first phase of which will consist of a Hospital with 90 Acute Care Beds and
approximately 200,000 gross square feet of Medical Office Building. We look forward to seeing you there. This is not a public
hearing, its purpose being to inform neighboring property owners of the nature of the proposal and to seek their comments.
The workshop will be held on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Venice Nokomis Elks
Lodge #1854, 1021 Discovery Way, Nokomis, Florida 34275

SUMMER!
Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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A UNIQUE JOB OPPORTUNITY
As we all have seen, the issue of school safety is on the
minds of every American after a series of deadly shootings.
The solution is complex. In Florida, a law was passed to
have a law enforcement officer in every school. Most public
schools will be served by officers from their local police
department. However in Sarasota County, the School
District has taken the approach of having its own police
department. They recently placed a large advertisement in
the Herald in an attempt to recruit a pool of candidates.
The ad states that previous law enforcement or military
background is a plus. Benefits are provided. For more
information, call 941-927-9000 ext. 31128,
Changing the Landscape in North Venice
There is continual building in northeast Venice and the landscape is taking on a new look To better understand what
developments are on the drawing board or in process, VGRCCA Board Members Tom Jones and Jerry Jasper have put
together a helpful map of this area . You will find it on last page of this edition of Parcels, Currently, there is work being
done on the Treviso Grand Apartments and Aria, a Neal Community venture. Homes are selling in Milano, a Neal community
venture as well. Parcels will keep you updated periodically on residential developments in this area. We trust the map will
make sense of much of the building around us.
Sarasota Library System Reaches Out to Consumer
Our Sarasota Library is one of the best in the business. They now have a mobile app. You can download it from the App Store
by searching for “ Sarasota County Library.” One feature it offers is access to free magazines and e books. On a related note,
the construction on the new Venice Library is moving along and should be ready by the scheduled opening in the fall of 2018.
Good News for Pickleballers
We think Pickleballers will be pleased to know that the Laurel Nokomis School
courts are ready for play for Pickleball. The school district agreed to paint lines on
three tennis courts to accommodate this very popular game. Play is restricted to
after 4:30 pm when school is in session, weekends, school holidays and summer
vacation. The school system owns and operates these courts and naturally expects
a high level of care from those individuals who will use the courts. Pickleball is the
fastest growing sport in the U.S. and primarily appeals to older folks and especially
retirees. It is very social, loads of fun, easy to learn, and most new players can get
good fairly soon. There are many players in the Venetian using other more distant facilities. Now, let's use Laurel Nokomis
School. Newbies, learn more about this ever increasingly popular sport by going to: www.pickleballchannel.com
Finally, the above would not have come about without the persistent efforts of resident and pickleball advocate Jack
Wilson as well as the cooperation received from the Sarasota County Schools.
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FOOD LOVERS
New Restaurant in Osprey
You have to admit that there are plenty of great Italian restaurants to choose from this area. But now in the lineup is a German
Restaurant, called DaVinci’s. It is located at 1080 S. Tamiami Trail in Osprey, not too far from the Tervis Tumbler store. Parcels
recently had lunch at the new restaurant and found a very pleasant eating environment which seats approximately 50. Now
for those German food lovers, you will recognize familiar names such as Wiener schnitzel, Chicken “geschnetzeltes “, Cheese
Spatzle, Onion Roast and more. They are open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and have a beer/wine license. And if you go for
breakfast, let Parcels know how you liked the “Schwabian Breakfast” which includes 3 slices of ham, 3 slices of cheese ,1
boiled egg garnished with tomato and cucumber bread and butter. It’s worth a visit. ( Ed Note: not sure how this new German
restaurant took the name of DaVinci’s. Perhaps we will see now in Venice a new Italian restaurant that will call itself, Hans
and Franz. All this to confuse an old man.)
WHOPPER LOVERS TAKE NOTICE
Raise your hand if you love Whoppers! Got some great news. Word has it that they
are building a Burger King in some of the underdeveloped land near WaWa and
Culver’s on Jacaranda. Perhaps being so close now to that “flame grilled” smell
, it will replace the obnoxious controlled burn fire smoke that finds its way to the
VGRC. No details on the new BK opening date but Parcels, being a Whopper (with
cheese) lover, will definitely keep an eye on any announcement.

EXTRA HELPING
Parcels has attempted in the seven years of publication to
keep the monthly newsletter very positive and upbeat.
However, our flag coordinator and military veteran, Fred
Baughman, indicated that 6-10 flags disappeared over the
Memorial Day weekend. For a number of years volunteers
have placed the flags in the ground on every corner of the
VGRC plus the front driveway.
Perhaps the wind we had that weekend picked them up and
flew the flag on a stick somewhere. Perhaps someone saw
the wind strewn flag in his/her yard and thought best to keep
it or did not to whom it belonged. You decide the probability
of that scenario.
On the other hand,there is the possibility that someone just lifted it from the ground and took it. Frankly, it’s not the cost of
the flags that now have to be replaced by the Community Association that is of major concern.
If a resident, worker, or visitor consciously took the flag for their own use, this act totally disrespected what this one day
stands for…. honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.
The act of the soldier we should consider heroic. The act of the flag taker we should consider unconscionable and sad.
Flags will be placed next on July 4 hopefully without a repeat of what took place on the Memorial Day weekend.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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UPC OMING MEE TING DAT E S
Rdf 4HESE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE 2IVER #LUB AND ARE OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS

Upcoming meeting dates

These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
June 6 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com

•
•

(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)
June 11 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
June 12 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:
Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
June 25 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
June 26 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
June 28 – POA Rules Committee – 10:00 am jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 10:00 am – NOTE new start time)
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