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RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Back in Session
School bells will be heard on August 13th as Sarasota County Schools open their doors for the 2018-19 school year. Please
remember to drive slowly through the school zone on Laurel that will be most likely heavily patrolled by the Sheriff Department.
Also, this year, you can be assured that all schools in Florida will ramp up their security plan. August means also the state
champions Venice High School football team take the field in their home opener on August 24th. And let’s not forget the
outstanding Venice volleyball team which opens their season on August 21st. Finally, as you know there are a number of school
aged children who live at the Venetian and Parcels wishes these youngsters a wonderful, safe and productive school year.
Next Two Months in Hurricane Season
It appears that late August and early September are the two most active months in Florida for hurricanes. If you have not done
so, it might be a good idea to have your own hurricane plan in order to ramp up your readiness for nature’s event. If you are
reading this up north, it might also be a good time to set up someone who would put up your hurricane shutters and if you have
not done so prior to leaving, tie down or store any object that might be whisked away. The Hurricane Readiness Team (HRT)
has been prepared since the beginning of May keeping their fingers crossed that this summer, this area will avoid the H word.
Upcoming Season of Events and Activities
One of the special pluses that being a resident of the Venetian has is an array of educational seminar and activities throughout
much of the year. Soon your Community Association will publish the 2018-19 activities and event brochure. The most
frequent question is will there be Shredfest, CPR training and Bike-O-Rama? The quick answer is yes and you will see those
dates when the brochure is published. And after having great success with last year’s “First Annual Venetian Field Trip” (Ajax
Industries) we have lined up a second Annual Venetian Field Trip. We think many residents will find this to be named second
field trip quite interesting. An added plus this year will be a Volunteer Fair combined with “Show Off” where residents can
show off items they have made including collections.. Slots are still open for Show Off so if you want to participate, please
click reply and tell us what you want to “show off.”
Let's Do Lunch While the River Club is going through its summer renovation, the club has started an awesome lunch spread
at the pool. Parcels had lunch today at the pool and it was wonderful. For $8.95, you will have some great choices…. hot
off the outside grill hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken along with salads, chips and corn on the cob. The Tiki Bar is also open
for those who need a beverage to compliment a filling lunch. Lunch hours are Thursday - Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm. On
Sunday, the brunch actually begins at 10:30 am with a breakfast sandwich special prepared by Chef King.
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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OUTSIDE THE GATES

Downtown Venice
The city is making progress with a major transformation project for downtown Venice. Businesses remain open and we
encourage summer residents to patronize downtown merchants and restaurants during this time. There is parking and the
city has done a good job with signage directing visitors around the construction.
A Busy Place -Jacaranda Roundabout
It’s getting crowded around the Roundabout. The empty land has attracted a major housing development, mentioned
previously in Parcels, plus the new Venice Bayfront Hospital and more recently, approval was given for a car dealership. The
brand of the dealership is not known yet. Get ready for traffic!
Red Tide
For those snowbirds, you should know that this summer has probably been the worst year for Red Tide. It’s bad……really
bad. According to news sources, red tide has lingered in southwest Florida’s coast since October and at times, stretches
from Tampa to the Keys. The impact of red tide has had an impact on not only locals who want to spend a day at the
beach as well as tourists who want to spend a few days in this area of the sunshine state. In the city of Venice’s most
recent newsletter, found at https://www.venicegov.com/, on page 12 you will find a very complete FAQ document about
red tide authored by Mote Marine. We’re sure it will answer many questions about this major issue in southwest Florida
that has even made national news.
Florida Votes
The August primary for Floridians will be held on August 28th. There are some interesting primary races that deserve
watching including the Governor’s Race, US Senate and House of Representative and the lively Sarasota County School
Board race. These races will help determine whose name will be placed on the November ballot. If you are new to
Florida and have declared this state as your permanent residence and/or have changed address (even within the
Venetian) to be eligible to vote in the November election, you must register at least 29 days before the election. Go to
http://www.sarasotavotes.com/content.aspx?id=16 for details.
The New Venice Bayfront Regional Hospital
We have mentioned in previous Parcels about the plans for the new Sarasota Memorial Hospital at Pinebrook and Laurel. We must
not forget that Venice Bayfront will be building a 210-bed hospital at the Jacaranda Roundabout. It is anticipated that the hospital
will be open in about three and a half years. The new hospital will have a helipad but not a trauma center. The “old” hospital on the
island will serve a medical purpose but details are being worked out. Exciting times in the medical world for Venice.
West Nile Virus Sarasota County has experienced an increase in mosquito borne disease activity in the Venice area. No
human cases have been reported. The following is part of a news release by the Florida Department of Health:
The Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County (DOH-Sarasota) today advised residents there has been an
increase in mosquito-borne disease activity in areas of Sarasota County.
Pools of mosquito's trapped in Sarasota County have tested positive for West Nile Virus. A pool is a collection of no
more than 50 mosquitoes. Sarasota County Mosquito Management Services and the Florida Department of Health
in Sarasota County (DOH-Sarasota) staff has been trapping and collecting mosquito's at several sites throughout the
county this summer as part of Sarasota County's mosquito management plan. Trapped mosquito's are then sent to a
lab where they are tested for West Nile virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus, and St. Louis Encephalitis virus.
The pools of mosquitoes that tested positive for West Nile Virus were collected in unincorporated areas of Sarasota
County near Venice. Sarasota County Mosquito Management Services has already treated the area.
This is the first time in 2018 that the virus has been detected in the area. No human cases of West Nile virus have
been reported in Sarasota County at this time. Sarasota County Mosquito Management Services and DOH-Sarasota
continue surveillance and prevention efforts.
West Nile Virus affects the central nervous system and can cause serious illness. However, about 80 percent of people
who become infected with the virus will not show any symptoms.
DOH-Sarasota reminds residents and visitors to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes and to take basic precautions to
help limit exposure.
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Notes from the POA for August
The POA board meeting was held on August 1 and 1 resident attended.
Discussion topics included:
• 2019 budget – the proposed budget for next year will increase dues by 4% to $209 per quarter. The reasons for this change
are the bulk agreement with Comcast, which will rise by 3%, and higher staff salaries. Reductions in other areas will hold the
overall increase to 4%. Final discussion and approval of the budget will take place at the October 4th POA board meeting.
• Revised Rules – the board approved updates to our Rules and ACC Standards, with changes on the posting of signs,
accessory structures, gates, solar panels, allowance for potted plants, tree trimming and tree removal. The new document will
be posted on the POA website and should be available within the next 2 weeks.
• Compliance actions – the board voted to charge fines to 4 homeowners for violations on irrigation, yard ornaments, and
installation of unpainted metal hurricane shutters.
• Electronic voting – Venetian homeowners will be receiving a notice in the US Mail in September that the board will be voting
on a new on-line electronic voting system at the October 4th POA board meeting. This system will allow homeowners to vote for
board members via a secure website established by our POA attorney.
• Temporary meeting location – residents are reminded that POA board and committee meetings are being held at the
Welcome Center until mid-September when the River Club reopens. Please use the main entrance to enter the building.
• POA website – please visit our updated website – www.venetianpoa.com – to view the Rules & Regulations, download ACC
forms, register for dues autopay, and find POA documents and financial information.

THE WALL OF SOMETHING

An Electronic Bulletin Board for all Venetian Residents!
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Visit us at www.vgrcca.us and Click the wall of something
Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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M I N G M E E TCalendar
ING DAT E S

These meetings are Upcoming
held at the Rivermeeting
Club and are
open to all residents
dates
•
•

These meetings are held at the WELCOME CENTER and are open to all residents:

Aug 14 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:

Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
Aug 23 – POA Rules Committee – 10:00 am jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 10:00 am)
Sept 5 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)

These meetings are held at the GOLF CLUB and are open to all residents:

Aug 13 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Aug 27–VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Sept 10 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
These meetings are held at the RIVER CLUB and are open to all residents:

Sept 25 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us

(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
Oct 4 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(NOTE CHANGE in this month’s meeting date to Thursday, Oct. 4)
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