Published by the VGRCCA as a service to our members and residents of the Venetian Golf and River Club.
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Keeping Your Dues Up-to-Date • Sale of Golf Club
Upcoming Key Events • Directory Form • Increase in
Re-Cycling Costs • Meet with Mitzie • New Business at the Plaza

“Being the Queen is not all about singing, and being a diva is not all about singing. It has much to do with your service
to people. And your social contributions to your community and your civic contributions as well.”
~ Aretha Franklin (1942-2018)

Happening Here
Another Awesome Bike-O- Rama (V)
Hope to see you and your bike for a safety and maintenance
check at Bike-O-Rama V, Saturday, Jan 5, 9-12 pm. Bike
equipment and bikes for sale. Be there…..an event every
Venetian enjoys. See you on the 5th
Bobby, Marie, Susan, Tommy, Karl, Wanda
…who are they?
You may not know them, but they are the kids whose wishes were granted by the world
renown Make a Wish Foundation. On Saturday, January 12th, The 20th Annual Lessons
for Life will take place at the River Club tennis courts starting at 10 am. Proceeds from this
charitable event helps grant kids their wishes through Make-A Wish Foundation. Area tennis
pros provide quick paced instruction to participants at all skill levels. Then it’s off to the River
Club for a delicious lunch and a HUGE silent auction including a signed ball from Boston Red
Sox phenom, Andrew Benintendi. To register for Lessons for Life, go to https://go.rallyup.
com/lessonsforlife. Venetian residents who are not participating in the event but want to bid
on some of the silent auction items, can come to the River Club at 1 pm. To donate to Lessons
for Life go to https://go.rallyup.com/Checkout/New/160588. It’s a good feeling to know that
the Venetian and the Make A Wish Foundation have put their resources together to provide
this wonderful and worthy charity event.
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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Second Annual “Field Trip
We are fortunate that the Wildlife Center of Venice will have a private tour for selected Venetian
residents as part of the Community Associations’ 2nd Annual Field Trip. The number for this
private tour is limited to paid Community Association members. The field trip is scheduled for
January 17th, 10 am. A first come, first served, sign up form will appear on www.vgrcca.us
beginning on Monday, December 17th. If couples plan to come, please register individually. We
appreciate the Wildlife Center opening their gates for this special tour.
Get Ready for the Inaugural Volunteer Fair/Show Off
Ideas are now being turned into plans as the Community Association gears up for the first Volunteer Fair/ Show Off which
will be held at the River Club on Monday, January 14,2019 from 9 -12 pm. Residents can drop in at any time ( we’ll
even have coffee for you), engaging with various local volunteer organizations that are eager to share what they do as well
as possibly enlist you as a volunteer. There will be nine volunteer organizations in attendance. The other part of the room are
your neighbors and fellow residents….they want to show off something they are very proud of. A very interesting collection!
So, mark the date on your calendar and whether you want to spend 10 minutes or an hour or so at the event, we hope we’ll
see you on January 14th. Events like this, assuming they are successful, add to the exciting life of our Venetian residents.
Please see the flyer at the end of Parcels.
One on One with Resident Council Members
Our community is very fortunate in having two city council persons residing on property. Please mark your calendar for
Monday, January 21 at 5 PM at the River Club for a conversation with Councilperson Mitzie Fiedler. She will bring
audience members up to date on council activities that affect our area and the City of Venice. This will be informal setting
with plenty of time to ask all of your burning questions.
The other Council resident, Rich Cautero, who was just reelected in November 2018 has also been elected by his colleagues
as Vice Mayor. His session with Venetian residents, similar to Ms. Fiedler’s, will take place on March 18, 2019. Details in
future Parcels.
A Wonderful Fund Raiser for the Laurel Civic Association
What transformed from the original group in 1969 is a non-profit organization, the
Laurel Civic Association, that has over 300 active volunteers from the Nokomis
area who organize programs aimed at improving peoples' lives through better
health and education. Their annual fundraiser is January 26, 2019, 5:30 pm
at the River Club. It’s $95.00 per person with includes a delicious dinner and
both a silent and live auction. The goal of this event is to raise money for the
programs focusing on the children: After School, Teen Empowerment and Earning
by Learning Summer Reading Programs.
Please attend with your friends and make up a table for 8 or 10. To make a
reservation or donation please send a check made out to Laurel Civic Association
c/o Claire Call, 123 Avalini Way, North Venice, Fl 34275.
If you have a talent for making special items and wish to donate something for our
Silent Auction, please contact Margie Mancini at margaretmmancini@icloud.com.
Update: Sale of Golf Club
On November 28, 2018,Lennar Homes, who owns our golf course, held a meeting with golf members to provide them with an
update on the status and sale of the course. The hour-long meeting provided opportunities for members to ask questions of
both Lennar and Icon Mgt. Services, the company that manages the course. As all residents, members or not, are potentially
impacted by the future of the golf course, Parcels wanted to provide the relevant takeaways from that meeting. They are (1)
there are no offers to purchase the golf club currently under consideration (2) Lennar is not actively marketing the golf course
(3) Lennar would prefer to sell the golf course to golf club members other than an outside party/company (4) Lennar will be
putting in additional funds this year to enhance the experience of golf members. Lennar indicated that the Welcome Center
is not part of the sale of the Golf club and no mention was made of its future.
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Wildlife Center Fund Raiser
The Wildlife Center of Venice is holding a major dinner/fundraiser at the Venetian on January 29th. The evening will feature
Gary Roberts, who is billed as both a comedian and hypnotist. Add to his comedy routine, a great dinner, a silent auction
and an auction raffle and you have a great evening. Of even more significance, this event will provide funds to a wonderful
organization that frequently responds to our call to aid an injured animal. As we do with charitable events, let’s have a strong
representation from our community. For more details or reservations, contact Ivy Smart at the Wildlife Center at 941-4849657. Should be a fun event with proceeds for an organization that serves a great purpose in this area.

Outside the Gates
Lack of Service Workers in the Area
Although it is not considered yet as being of crisis proportion, the
lack of service workers in this area is certainly a major concern.
This situation has an impact on all of us as we go about our daily
routines. Parcels recently had conversations with various local
business owners who indicated that their number one challenge is
hiring service workers and retaining them. That’s why you see the
“Help Wanted” sign out for many restaurants, on various service
trucks and other service related establishments. More recently a
banner was spotted at our local Publix indicating they are looking
for workers. Closer to home, our River Club and Golf Club have their own challenges getting a large pool of service workers.
The solutions are not simple and may translate into higher costs for the consumer. Parcels will keep an eye on this topic
and bring you any updates that may impact this issue. In the meantime, we presume that the best advice to Venetians when
frequenting a business with service workers, is “be patient.”.
Mayor’s Feed the Hungry Program Initiative
The Mayors’ Feed the Hungry Program, in which the City of Venice participates, relies upon the public for donations to
provide food gift cards during the holiday season to those in need. This year, donations have significantly been lower than
in the past. The program gives away $10 Publix food gift cards for the holidays to people who register at the food pantries
of our member organizations. Last year, organizers were able to give away $100,000 for Thanksgiving and $60,000 for
Christmas/Hanukkah. Even so, they were not able to fill all requests. This year, the request for food gift cards is even
greater than last year. The program just gave away $110,000 for Thanksgiving, using up all the funding available. They were
expecting another $60,000 to $100,000 to come in from their fund drive campaign to allow organizers to make another gift
card distribution for Christmas/Hanukkah, which did not materialize. Program Executive Director Scott Biehler is appealing
to the public for donations. They can be made online at www.mayorsfeedthehungry.org or a check can be mailed
to: Mayors’ Feed the Hungry, P.O. Box 1992, Sarasota, FL 34230-1992.
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Car Ride Service for those with Difficulty Driving
There is a wonderful car ride service that caters to adults who are older than 60 as well as adults of any age with vision
challenges. ITN SunCoast is a non-profit organization for those of us who find that driving a car themselves is not safe or
reasonable. The service is used for shopping, doctors’ appointments or any other reason--and they’re very affordable. They
are available every day, and travel anywhere within Sarasota or Manatee Counties. Most drivers are volunteers who use their
own cars. Ride requests must be made by phone or email no later than 1 pm the day before the ride is needed. The phone
number is 941-364-7530; website is iTNSunCoast.org. If you are looking for something meaningful to do, even one hour a
month, consider volunteer driving for ITN, or helping out with the many phone calls in their office. This non-profit organization
reimburses for gas and will credits drivers for future personal rides.

Part of Your “To Do” List
How to look up your membership??
Need to see if you VGRC Community Association membership is current? Go to www.vgrcca.us/membership where you
can just put in your name ( address is optional) and it will inform you of your membership status. If you need to update your
membership, it’s easy….on the same page, there is a membership form as well as a quick online process. Your membership
financially supports many of the good things that all community members value including our Hurricane Response Team,
our flag placement honoring those who have served, Shredfest/Junkfest, Bike-O-Rama, Parcels, The Wall of Something and
many educational seminars. Taking care of your membership dues for 2019 would be appreciated.
2019 Directory Release Form
The 2019 Directory is currently being compiled, and will soon be ready for review, editing, and publishing. The Venetian
Directory is a cooperative effort between the Community Association and the Venetian POA. The directory is an important
addition to all of us living here. It is used to find residents that you want to contact. Sometimes this can be for an emergency
situation. Please note:
1. If all the information in last year’s listing is correct, do nothing.
2. If you have even one small change, the entire form needs to be resubmitted and signed.
3. NEW HOMEOWNERS, you MUST submit the signed form in order for your information to
appear in the 2019 Venetian Directory.
All Directory changes are done on a hard copy and must be signed - according to Florida Law. If you filled out your
information for the River Club or the Golf Club online that will not get transferred to the printed Directory.
Forms can be found on the Community Association Website http://www.VGRCCA.us under "Resources" then "Documents."
Or on the Venetian POA website http://www.venetianpoa.com.
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Posters or Peekers
Parcels keeps emphasizing the value of the Wall of Something to our community. The postings are just our residents.
Remember, the Wall is not just for posting items for sale. Basically, you can post almost anything. There are a few exceptions
which are listed under the guidelines. We’re sure there are those
who want to know about great vacation spots, a wonderful store
in downtown Venice, a local shoe cobbler, a podiatrist, that
great production at Venice Theatre and a local hotel that is both
reasonably priced and clean. So get on the Wall….www.vgrcca.
us/wallofsomething and post until your hearts content. And of
course, we need “peekers”…..those residents who just want to
look at the Wall to see what’s new. Thank you, peekers……
keep peekin’.

New in Town
Gunnin’ For it
There is a new gun range coming to the Nokomis Area. It will be called Full Impact Guns and Range, located at 616
N.Tamiami Ave near the Kiles Hardware store not too far from Laurel Rd.. According to publicity on the shop, it will have a
state of the art, safe and well supervised indoor shooting range and a huge selection of firearms of all types. They are looking
for an end of the year opening.
Venice Library
The newly built Venice Public Library located on the island will officially open on December 15th after a dedication service.
We are fortunate in having one of the best county library systems in the state. Libraries have changed over the years and
our library reflects that. Books are now online, movie rentals are available and various programs ( i.e. an editing workshop,
free tax workshop) and services are offered at the library. The new Venice library will include a coffee cafe, a 135-person
meeting room, a reading garden and fountain, teen area and creation station, children's area, the Friends Bookstore and a
portable technology lab. This new addition to downtown Venice along with the changes to the center of town gives our city
an even more appealing flavor.
New Business in the Plaza
Word has it that a new store will be opening soon in Plaza Venezia on the same side as the Veterinarian. It is called Stretch
Zone. It is an interesting concept and after you visit their web site at https://www.stretchzone.com/, you will discover that
their name clearly describes what they do. Parcels welcome this new business into the neighborhood.
Just a few stores from the Stretch Zone is Qwik Pack and Ship. Mentioned in the November edition of Parcels, Qwik Pack
is running a special 15 percent off of all FedEx shipments. Just come in and mention that the “Mayor sent me” to receive
your discount. The sale ends Saturday, December 15th.
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Here’s some good news about the Sarasota Memorial Hospital
Recently, one of our residents experienced a major heart episode and 911 was called. The Fire Department responded and
realized the nature of the heart issue required a quick response to the hospital. Time was of critical importance. Therefore,
Bayflight, an aeromedical transport services was called in. The hospital chosen was Sarasota Memorial Hospital. The chopper
landed on Laurel Rd and the patient was taken from his home via ambulance to the awaiting chopper. A side note from this
story was later mentioned by the Ass’t Fire Chief, VFD. In the future when the new Sarasota Memorial Hospital -Venice is
completed at Laurel and Pinebrook the EMT’s will be able to transport the distressed patient in an ambulance in much shorter
time. According to SMH officials, they will also have at the new location a team of Cardiology and Emergency Medicine
specialists. Of importance, the resident in this story is making noticeable progress in his recovery. Keep up the good work!
Thought You Should Know
Effective Saturday, Dec. 1, 2018, a 23% temporary recycling surcharge will be added to the current collection fees for program
recycling in the City of Venice. This recycling surcharge will average $1.94 per month for a single-family home. This surcharge is
due to an increase in the third-party cost of hauling/processing recyclable materials and a worldwide loss in demand for resale
of the recyclable materials. The company which currently processes recycling for all of Sarasota County has raised the cost for
processing from approximately $57 per ton to $177 per ton.
Additionally, the City would historically resell this recyclable material and generate revenue, however the global market demand
has dropped rapidly, further increasing the overall cost of recycling. The City of Venice Solid Waste and Recycling Division is an
enterprise fund, which means it is solely funded by user fees. Therefore, this temporary surcharge will allow the City of Venice
to continue recycling operations and will be adjusted in the future as these temporary market conditions change.
Where’s Florida’s Property Tax Rank?
Parcels came across an article that ranked property taxes by state. Many residents have flocked to Florida since compared to
their state, property taxes in the sunshine state are lower. Here is the link to the ranking and if you are still holding property
in New Jersey, better close your eyes and have some Johnny Walker nearby.
The link is https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-the-highest-and-lowest-property-taxes/11585/

Extra Helping

“Airing Dirty Laundry Nearby”
Social Media like Facebook have its advantages and its disadvantages. Today’s social media outlets might be considered wild
wild west media….very little controls if any….write what you want no matter how truthful or harmful it may be. However, social
media has its benefits of getting the word out very quickly and in an unfiltered manner. Recently, the VGRCCA Community
Association Board at its November meeting, was made aware by a resident of some of the postings on a local social media site.
This site caters to those residents at the Venetian as well as communities in proximity to our own. There are some very good
facets of this social media web site, but there are also some downsides. The site lists negative comments about our community
written allegedly by our own residents. On one hand, people can write what they want to write. On the other hand, airing dirty
laundry on a local social media site surely doesn’t help those who are eager to sell their home or enhance the image of our
community. In addition, imagine if a resident places on the site his/her observation of the VGRC with the words, “weak security.”
Do we really want others in this area, especially those who with bad intentions, to see that post? Therefore, when it comes to
Social Media outlets, especially those viewed by locals, you might think twice about your complaint and as an alternative want
to air your issue with those organizations or personnel that are in a position to address it.
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Pictures of the season
Hey Mister, Before I sit on your lap and start tellin’ you
everything I want you to bring me ,how do I know you ain’t
one of those imposters? I want to talk to the man himself and
don’t want to waste my valuable time talking to a wannabee.
Got any I.D. dude?
We Will End our December Parcels Here
Our outstanding Treasurer is also an outstanding
photographer. He submitted this picture below,
recently taken from Valenza Loop. His photos say a
thousand words about the joy of living in Florida.

SEASONS
GREETING
from your
VGRC COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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U P C O M ING M EE T ING DA T E S
These meetings are
held at the River
Club and are
open to all residents
Upcoming
meeting
dates
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:
•
•

Dec. 10 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
Dec. 11 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:
Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
Dec. 18 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)
Dec. 27 – POA Rules Committee – 10:00 am jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 10:00 am)
Jan. 2 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)
Jan. 5 – Bike-O-Rama – 9am to noon www.vgrcca.us
(Held in the River Club parking lot – bring your bike for a free check-up)
Jan. 8 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:
Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.
(meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) jladyzhensky@castlegroup.com
Jan. 14 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org
(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
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2019 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Joining The VGRC Community Association
Thank you for your VGRC Community Association membership. Your dues
keep both our organization and community strong!

Please complete the items below.

016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term

Membership Cost

1. Online at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/ We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
$35.00
The information
below is on the website.
$55.00

___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

$75.00

2. Write a check, payable to VGRC Community Association and mail to:
Treasurer
E TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
curely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
305 Martellago
ail your check to: Treasurer
North Venice, FL 34275
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

le to:

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

ORMATION:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________

Membership Term

River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

Membership Cost

dress: ___________________________________________________________________________

___ One year
___ Two years
_________________________________________
___ Three years (Best Offer!)
Owner Signature

hone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________

___________________________
Name

$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

Note the discount for multi-year membership.

MEMBER(S) INFORMATION (Please Print)
Name(s):

Date:

Venetian Address:
Other Mailing Address:
Preferred Telephone #:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:

We consider our household (Please check the appropriate box)
 Full-Time at the Venetian

 Part-Time at the Venetian

 We do not live at the Venetian,

but own property at the VGRCCA

Thanks again for joining, and through your email we send you our very informative newsletter, Parcels.
073117 - MeMbership inforMation forM

VOLUNTEER
FAIR
Monday
January 14, 2019
RC
9 am - 12 noon

SHOW
OFF FFEE
FREE CO

