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Parcels is a publication of the Venetian Golf and River Club Community Association (www.vgrcca.us) a voluntary, membershipbased organization founded in 2008. Its mission, primarily focusing on issues “outside the gates” is separate and distinct from
the Property Owners Association ( POA ) and the Venetian Community Development District ( VCDD)

INSIDE THE GATES
Reflections from the President:
I am looking forward to working with the Community Association as a lot will be happening “outside the gate” this year. The
new hospital is under construction, five new communities are opening nearby, and numerous commercial establishments will
undoubtably be moving into the area.
Our monthly meetings are conducted the 4th Tuesday of every month and are open to all. I encourage you to attend and look
forward to your input. Please also feel free to email me at dianemaskol@comcast.net.
Thank you.
Diane Maskol
President, VGRC Community Association
We Can Do Better
Three times a year - Veteran’s Day, July 4th and Memorial Day the community honors those who served by placing flags on
every corner in our community along with the front driveway. This tradition started by the VGRC Community Association has
received positive recognition from residents. This task requires volunteers to give about fifteen minutes of their time to first,
place the flags and then about 2-3 days later, pick them up. About 18 volunteers are needed to get the job done efficiently.
This last time commemorating Memorial Days, only 7 residents showed up to place the flag. Although we know
many residents have left, we believe we can do better by having more residents volunteer for this worthwhile
project. The next time for flag placement is on Wednesday July 3rd,8:30 am at the front gate. Hopefully we will see more
helping hands
Speaking of American flags, with as many flags being placed and with the summer winds and rain, some flag may droop a
little. Feel free to straighten any flag if you see this. It would be appreciated.
Golf Course Update
In the last edition, Parcels stated that occasionally there would be an update on the sale of the golf course and Welcome
Center. As of this writing, the status of both remain the same.
Kudos
Hats off to our own Tennis Pro, Charles, “Charlie” Sandemenico for being named by the U.S. Professional Tennis Association
as the District 8 Pro of the Year.
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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Hurricane Prep Meetings
The Hurricane Seminars attracted a number of residents who were eager to learn best ways to deal with the possibility of
the oncoming force of nature. Having information and getting prepared now are the first steps in anyone’s plans. The two
seminar handouts, a power point presentation and information provided by our own city, have been posted on the Community
Association’s web site at www.vgrcca.us Two key points to remember….one, deciding to stay or evacuate is a decision that
should be made at least four days prior to the impending hurricane. Secondly, if there is a hurricane, clean-up of the streets
will be assumed by the landscaper hired by the CDD but clean up on your property is to be completed by the landscaper hired
by your HOA or if you are not in an HOA, the company you have hired (or yourself). Even if you are still up north tending to
your property clean up post hurricane is a must.

Let the Wall Be Our Own Trip Advisor
Where have you been this summer that you would like to share or
recommend with others? The best place to share the information
is on the Wall of Something, www.vgrcca.us/wall of something.
Everyone is always looking for great places to visit. Been to Norway,
Asheville, Vancouver or even Mt. Dora….write your review on the
Wall.
Speaking of the Wall, The Wall of Something has been in existence
for the past two years and overall the Community Association
have been pleased with the results. The Wall has stayed away
from having the site be a source of negativism or political rhetoric.
However, in the interest of continuous improvement , the Community Association is currently evaluating the Wall and seeing
how it can serve our residents even better. If you have a suggestion, please hit “reply” and let us know. Thanks to all who
have used the Wall over the past two years.
Resident Directories are available this year at the River Club. ….one per household. You will need a photo identification
when picking them up. The Directory is a joint effort of the POA and the VGRC Community Association. It presents a major
task of compiling all the data. Thanks to resident volunteers Charlene Moeckel, Nancy Flood and Pat Jones for the many
hours put into this project, and to Al Churilla for providing the beautiful photos as well as to all the Venetians that sent in their
"people photos."
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NEW BITES

New Place: Old Site
There is a new Mediterranean restaurant, Thracian, opening on Tamiami catty-corner from Captain Eddie’s. Many restaurants
have been at this location over the years and have not made it. Let’s hope this one has more success. Give it a try.
Here Come the Dogs
Another place where restaurants have tried but not lasted, has been the location near the Bypass. The last restaurant was
The Sand Trap. Now, Tony’s Chicago Beef Co. will open at that location. You may recognize Tony’s through his other location
on Tamiami at Fruitville.

HELPFUL ADVICE
Sunscreen Info
Sunscreen is important for all those remaining in Paradise this summer. There are a great number of choices so what are the
best ones? You might want to find out by clicking on to an interesting topic at https://draxe.com/best-sunscreens/
New Rules on Texting
The Florida legislature recently passed a new Texting law while driving. Now it becomes a primary offense where you can
get pulled over by the police if you are texting. In addition, please note that in a school or construction zone, a driver must go
totally hands free when operating a wireless device. Another words, put the iPhone down or you may see the blue flashing
light in your rear view mirror.

WE’RE KEEPING AN EYE ON...
Answers to your Growth Questions
Growth is an on-going topic for those who live in Venice especially residents in northeast Venice. Our residents see growth
taking place every day. The City of Venice has put out a very comprehensive and helpful question and answer document
addressing many of the concerns that residents have. Take a look at it. You can find it at
https://www.venicegov.com/residents/development-growth-fact-sheet
ROADS, ROADS, ROADS!
Growth brings roads, but often, not soon enough. In Florida, public roads are built on actual need, not PROJECTED need.
The modus operandi is to wait until the road, street or intersection cannot handle any more traffic and THEN put together a
plan. Great examples are River Road, sections of Hwy 41 and the I-75 /University interchange.
One answer to this dilemma is the use of Private-Public Partnerships. All of a sudden, such partnerships are hot topics of
discussion for roads in our area.
• On May20, 2019 Pat Neal, on behalf of a group of developers, made a presentation to the regional transportation
planning council known as the Sarasota/ Manatee MPO. He presented a plan to fill in the “Missing Link” on a northsouth connector east of I-75. That missing link would be a tie-in from Lorraine Road at Clark Road to Knights Trail Road,
meaning Knights Trail would no longer be “one way in –one way out”. The proposal, which received resounding support
at the MPO Board meeting, is that this group of developers would provide the Right of Way necessary for construction
of the “Missing Link”. This would be a County road and we understand discussions regarding this proposal are taking
place with Sarasota County “as we speak”. The next logical step could be a Private-Public Partnership to build this
road. This would allow the “Missing Link” to be built much sooner and historically, at considerably less cost. If you
would like further details go to: www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpYSfOagwI8&feature=youtu.be
The video is of the full MPO Board meeting. Mr. Neal’s presentation starts at approximately timeline 1:27:00.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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• On June 11, 2019 the Venice City Council voted unanimously to direct staff to start a dialogue with Pat Neal regarding
a Private- Public Partnership for the improvement of Laurel Road from Knights Trail to Jacaranda Blvd. The configuration
is to be four lanes, bike paths and sidewalks both sides, with a center median. It was pointed out that this section of
Laurel Road is in quite bad shape, experiencing increased traffic and will continue to do so with all the new homes,
new hospitals and other proposed development in the area. It was also noted that in spite of this need, the MPO, being
the regional transportation planning council, does not show a widened East Laurel Road in either their five- or ten-year
plans. A Private-Public Partnership could mean that Mr. Neal would proceed with construction now, being reimbursed
over time using Road Impact/Mobility funds. This would certainly be an appropriate use of Road Impact/Mobility funds
primarily collected from development activity in Northeast Venice. To see City Council’s discussion on this proposal, go
to  http://venice.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1062
The discussion starts at time line 5:09:30
• On June 25, 2019, City Council will hold a Public Hearing on the Rezoning of 300 acres identified as the GCCF
Property. This property is located on the south side of Laurel Road, directly across from Willow Chase and the new
Treviso Grand apartments.
Without question, the proposed north-south connector road running through the GCCF property between Laurel and Border
Roads will be a major point of discussion at this hearing. The developer has requested an option that would allow the road
to be gated; in other words, private. The Planning Commission has recommended to City Council that the connector road be
made public. There is not sufficient space here to outline the pros and cons of private versus public, but it should suffice to
say, if private…the developer pays for it; if public…the City foots the bill. The City’s source of funds would most likely be
Road Impact/Mobility Fees. Realizing the amount of Road Impact/Mobility funds are limited, your Community Association
Board asked the Planning Commission to make the widening of Laurel Road between Knights Trail and Jacaranda Blvd a
priority over a public GCCF connector as it relates to the use of these limited funds. Our request was not considered by the
Planning Commission. We intend to make the same argument at the City Council hearing, hoping it will be better received.
We question a City expenditure in the order of magnitude of $8 million on a new public road for which, to the best of our
knowledge, a study has never been done to determine if this public connector is even needed or for that matter, desired.
ROADS, ROADS, ROADS! You Community Association will keep you advised as the three above “plans” progress through
their respective venues.

What is it?
Know what it is? A few hints….it’s been
officially approved by the city; it plans to open
in 2021 and if you want to ponder as to what it
is, go to McDonalds on Laurel Rd., get a cup of
coffee and look east.
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Venetian Calendar
Upcoming meeting dates

UPC OMING MEE TING DAT E S
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents
These
meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents:

•
•

June 24 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)
June 25 – VGRCCA board meeting – 3:00 pm www.vgrcca.us
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 3:00 pm)

June 27 – POA Rules Committee – 10:00 am POApropertymanager@castlegroup.com
(meetings are held monthly on the 4th Thursday at 10:00 am)

July 3 – POA board meeting –1:00 pm

POApropertymanager@castlegroup.com

(Meetings are held monthly on the 1st Wed. at 1pm)

July 9 – Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – 2:00 pm NOTE:

Submit ACC forms at the Property Manager’s office by Monday of the prior week.

(meetings held monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 2 pm) POApropertymanager@castlegroup.com

July 15 –VCDD board meeting – 9:30 am www.venetiancdd.org

(meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:30 am)

2019 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Joining The VGRC Community Association
Thank you for your VGRC Community Association membership. Your dues
keep both our organization and community strong!

Please complete the items below.

016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term

Membership Cost

1. Online at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/ We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
$35.00
The information
below is on the website.
$55.00

___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

$75.00

2. Write a check, payable to VGRC Community Association and mail to:
Treasurer
E TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
curely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
305 Martellago
ail your check to: Treasurer
North Venice, FL 34275
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

le to:

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

ORMATION:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________

Membership Term

River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

Membership Cost

dress: ___________________________________________________________________________

___ One year
___ Two years
_________________________________________
___ Three years (Best Offer!)
Owner Signature

hone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________

___________________________
Name

$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

Note the discount for multi-year membership.

MEMBER(S) INFORMATION (Please Print)
Name(s):

Date:

Venetian Address:
Other Mailing Address:
Preferred Telephone #:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:

We consider our household (Please check the appropriate box)
 Full-Time at the Venetian

 Part-Time at the Venetian

 We do not live at the Venetian,

but own property at the VGRCCA

Thanks again for joining, and through your email we send you our very informative newsletter, Parcels.
073117 - MeMbership inforMation forM

