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“For a community to be whole and healthy, it must be based on people's love and concern for each other.”
~ Millard Fuller

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN

Golf Club/Course Update
As the golf club is a key asset to our community, Parcels wanted to open this edition with an update related to its possible sale as
well as recent changes Lennar has made. Information is included about the Welcome Center which is also on the selling block.
At the February Town Hall Meeting, a Lennar representative stated that the Welcome Center and the Golf Course were both for
sale. In regards to the Golf Course, he listed three options:
a. The course is sold to members
b. The course is sold to an outside group
c. If a and b fail, there is a possibility that Lennar could proceed with the necessary steps to use the land for
		 more homes. He stressed that this would be the last choice, but it is an option.
Bringing the community up to date, here is the latest:
a. Lennar has rejected an offer from a group of golf members. Lennar’s asking price is $4.3 million
b. Lennar, as of this writing, has not had any offers from outside companies. If there is an outside offer, members
		 have the first right of refusal and can counter the offer.
c. Lennar, as of this writing, has not taken any known steps in Venice that would convert the golf course to homes.
In addition, there will be some changes with the golf club in the next few months including:
✔ The Golf Club is now offering outside play to the public with certain stipulations.
✔ The upstairs restaurant will stop serving food with a reopening target date of October 1st. The grill room
		 will continue to remain open.
✔ Different from past summers, the course will be open on Mondays
In a recent communications to Members by Lennar management in concert with an Ad Hoc member group, it was stated that “
The drivers behind the other two major changes (access to the course by non-members and the closure of the upstairs dining
facility) were both monetary in nature. As a whole, Venetian Golf Club has been losing money for the past 5-6 years. As a forprofit, public corporation, Lennar is no longer willing to take a loss on this Club. Lennar stated that they are willing to break even,
but not take a loss. The discussion resolved that there are two ways to eliminate loss – 1) increase revenue and 2) reduce cost.”
Regarding the Welcome Center, Lennar has reported that “Nothing new on the sales center. We have a couple more repairs that
need to be made and then we will list it with a broker. Should go on the market sometime next month.”
Parcels will stay alert to any changes regarding the sale, upkeep or operation of the golf course that may be of interest or affect
all residents. If other options develop, our goal would be to inform our residents of these updates.
(If you have any comments or feedback about this article or any other article in Parcels, please send them to RogerEffron@comcast.net)
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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Easy Livin at the RC
For those here this summer, we hope you take advantage of the recently announced “Summertime Easy Livin’ Lunch at the
River Club” held on Tuesday-Friday, 11:30 am-2 pm. It’s a relaxed atmosphere for lunch so denims, shorts and golf attire
are permitted. There is enough variety on the buffet line to satisfy a mid-day appetite and at a relatively inexpensive price. A
number of residents were in attendance for opening day, May 1st and appeared to thoroughly enjoy the food.
Let’s never lose sight that residents own the River Club, so supporting “Easy Livin” and other RC events benefits our entire
community. If you are here this summer, make your way up to the River Club for an enjoyable time.
Have an Idea for a Seminar?
We have ended our season of seminars and thank all those who attended one or more of these educational seminars. Yes,
learning is a lifelong experience. The VGRCCA entertains suggestions for next year. In planning these seminars, factors that
are considered include how the subject matter relates to the demographics of our community and how the topic provides
new or helpful information to our residents. If you have any suggested topics and/or suggested speakers please email them
to rogereffron@comcast.net.
Can You Help with Flag Placement for Memorial Day?
Three times a year, the VGRC Community Association sponsors an event where
flags are placed on every corner in the Venetian to honor those who have served
our country. We need volunteers for this activity. For Memorial Day, if you can
assist, please convene at the front gate on FRIDAY, MAY 24TH, 8:30 am. We
would like to see some new faces to add to the team we have counted on for
past holidays.

WE ARE KEEPING AN EYE ON:
Two New Areas Annexed into the City: At a special meeting on April 30, City Council unanimously approved two PreAnnexation Agreements for properties north of Laurel Road and west of Knights Trail. The first being a group of several
parcels totaling 319 acres off Rustic Road. The second area consists of 214 acres known as the “Hurt Property” and is
located north of the Triple Diamond Commerce Park.
The owner has no immediate plans to develop the Hurt Property. A rezoning petition for the Rustic Road property is already
in the hands of the City, submitted contingent on the Pre-Annexation Agreement being approved. The developer has plans to
build approximately 1,000 homes on the Rustic Road property.
City Approves EMS Takeover from the County: On April 23, City Council voted 6-1 to take over ambulance service from
the County. When put in place, all EMS services will be placed under the authority of the Venice Fire Department. If the plan
proceeds as envisioned, ambulance response times will be reduced and the number of EMS trained personnel in our Venice
fire houses increases, all at a net reduction in cost for the services provided.
The work really begins now for our Fire Department. Twenty-four new paramedics must be hired and put into place. New
equipment must be purchased and/or leased. While the Fire Chief would like to transition this change over a two to threeyear period, the county must agree to such a schedule and if they do not, everything will need to be in place in as little as
one year’s time.
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City to Construct New Pumping Station
The City of Venice will shortly announce the construction of a new potable water pumping station. The primary purpose
of this new facility is to provide our Northeast Venice area with not only good but constant water pressure. The pumping
station will be located in the northeast corner of the City owned property on our northern border. Pumps will be electrical
driven and enclosed in a building. The station will include a large ground level storage tank with accommodations for a
future second tank.
Below are two preliminary renderings of the planned facility. The first shows where the pumping station will be located
relative to the Venetian as well as the neighboring concrete and asphalt plants. The second rendering shows that other
than for the entrance into the facility, it will be completely surrounded by a dirt berm with a landscaping buffer on the
top. This berm will not only buffer the pumping station but also help mitigate noise generated within the easterly portion
of the Gene Green Industrial Area. We have every reason to believe that this new pumping station will be an asset to our
community.
The City estimates the start of construction is about a year off. Construction time should be approximately 12 months.
We will keep you updated!

OUTSIDE THE GATES
“Your Grandson is in Jail.”
We hope you never receive a call with those words, but it happens. Recently in conversation with a Venice Fifth Third teller,
she stated that in this location with as many senior citizens living here, our area become fertile territory for the scammer.
One technique is a scammer calling a senior, disguising himself as an attorney, and asking that the grandparent send bail
money to “his office” to bail her grandson out of jail. In fact, while Parcels was conducting a transaction, a senior citizen was
showing another teller a letter she received stating that she won a sizeable amount of money which would be sent to her
banking account. All she needed to do was give her account number to the caller. She came to the bank to see if the amount
had been deposited into her account. Sad. Beware of scammers even in Paradise.
Changes at the Corner
You might have noticed that there is some activity at the corner of Mission Valley Blvd. and Laurel Rd. Parcels took the liberty
of going on to the site and asked the Project Manager what were they building. The answer…. a single-family estate home.
Wow! Can’t wait to see what it looks like.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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What’s Sprouting in the Area?
✔ Three car washes….on Jacaranda near Culver’s; 41 near Albee Farm Rd and even the new
		

Seven Eleven being built on Jacaranda.

✔ One more Dental Clinic– near the new Burger King on 41 across from the other dental clinic
		

( still needs to be confirmed).

✔ A new 7/11 convenience store with a car wash - on Jacaranda, on the left after you cross Border Rd.
✔ More area Storage Units….. at the Jacaranda Roundabout.
✔ New Ace Hardware Store --- in the Jacaranda Common Shopping Center
Restaurant Updates in Downtown Venice
One new and one reimagined restaurant on Venice Island have been getting kudos from Venetians. Seven on Venice (317
W. Venice Avenue) is a family-owned business launched by experienced midwestern restaurateurs, which serves "American
Continental Cuisine Reinvented" and takes reservations. Café Venice Restaurant and Wine Bar (101 W. Venice Avenue)
has moved across the street from their previous location into a beautiful, newly-redecorated space. They are open for lunch
and dinner (reservations taken) and offer both indoor and outdoor seating. As the Season winds down, it is a perfect time to
give these local establishments a try.

Monday, May 27 2019
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HURRICANE UPDATE
With the hurricane season one month away, this section focuses on three topics
A. Advice to those who do not remain on property for the
		 majority of hurricane season (June – November 30)
B. Recruiting members for the Venetian
		 Hurricane Readiness Team
C. Preliminary announcement regarding an all
		 community Hurricane Information meeting in June.
Heading North
Before you leave for the northern states, it would be advisable to find someone or some company to put up your shutters. As
stated in a previous Parcels, the shuttering up process during Irma was simply a “shutter mess.” Now is the time to contract
with someone, not a few days before the hurricane. Other things you can do now include:
✔ Tie down ( strong bungy cords) or take in any object that can be a “missile” if the winds pick up.
✔ Most garage doors have a side lock. Secure the lock when you leave.
✔ Know the details of your insurance policy
✔ Place financial papers in a secure location away from the floor level.
Joining the HRT Team
We are beginning to recruit for members to serve on the 2019 Venetian’s Hurricane Readiness Team. Information regarding
the Hurricane Readiness Team can be found at https://www.vgrcca.us/about/activities/hurricane-readiness-team/
The team is activated when a hurricane is imminent and personnel from the POA and CDD leave.
We have at this time a substantial core of members but need to fill a few replacement positions. We also have some
vacancies for our “Security Team” which reports to the HRT. The primary function of the “security team” is to staff the front
gate monitoring all vehicles wanted to enter the VGRC.
Consider joining the HRT if:
A. You are on property for the majority of weeks from June to November 30. Once appointed we will put out a
		 schedule that will determine who’s here, who’s away.
B. You are able to handle stressful situations as well as take directions from those in charge
C. You are in reasonably good health and can tolerate the summer heat of Venice
D. You have text capability on your phone which is the way you are alerted.
E. You are able to work cooperatively in a team environment.
If interested, please complete the application at the end of Parcels.
III. COMMUNITY MEETING
In June, we will conduct an important all community meeting focusing on what to do if a hurricane strikes the Venetian.
The approximately one-hour session will be conducted by members of the Hurricane Readiness Team and the Venice Fire
Department.
We will have two sessions giving residents the option of attending one of the sessions. An e blast will be sent later in May
giving the dates and times for these June meetings.
Once the dates and times are finalized we hope you will place this important meeting on your calendar and plan to attend.
Ending with a Smile
Promise Parcels that if you are traveling by plane this summer and awaiting at the gate for your plane, you will NOT face
time or put your phone on “speaker” so that everyone who is also waiting to board will have to listen (aka endure) to your
conversation.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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HRT MEMBER APPLICATION-2019
Your Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
I am interested in being on the:
Hurricane Readiness Team (HRT)
Security Team
Either one, where needed
Your Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Your Cell Phone:____________________________________________________________________________
Your E mail:_______________________________________________________________________________
Any special experiences or skills that might relate to this team:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
To submit this form, you can
1. Scan and attach it to an email and send to rogereffron@comcast.net
Or
2. Download it, complete it and drop it off to the receptionist at the River Club.
If you have a question, feel free to email Roger with your question. We will later ask all HRT members of their “away
schedule/non-availability“ during the hurricane season.
Thank you.

UPC OMING MEE TING DAT E S
These meetings are held at the River Club and are open to all residents

2019 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM
Joining The VGRC Community Association
Thank you for your VGRC Community Association membership. Your dues
keep both our organization and community strong!

Please complete the items below.

016 DUES & MEMBER INFORMATION FORM

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO JOIN:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)
Membership Term

Membership Cost

1. Online at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/ We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
$35.00
The information
below is on the website.
$55.00

___ One year
___ Two years
___ Three years

$75.00

2. Write a check, payable to VGRC Community Association and mail to:
Treasurer
E TWO WAYS TO JOIN:
curely on-line with PayPal at www.vgrcca.us Click on “membership”
305 Martellago
ail your check to: Treasurer
North Venice, FL 34275
305 Martellago Drive
North Venice, FL 34275

le to:

VGRC Community Association, Inc.

ORMATION:

Dues Per Household (Please check the appropriate box)

s): ________________________________________________________Date:__________________

Membership Term

River Club Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

Membership Cost

dress: ___________________________________________________________________________

___ One year
___ Two years
_________________________________________
___ Three years (Best Offer!)
Owner Signature

hone #: ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ Alternate E-mail: _________________________________

___________________________
Name

$30.00
$50.00
$70.00

Note the discount for multi-year membership.

MEMBER(S) INFORMATION (Please Print)
Name(s):

Date:

Venetian Address:
Other Mailing Address:
Preferred Telephone #:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:

We consider our household (Please check the appropriate box)
 Full-Time at the Venetian

 Part-Time at the Venetian

 We do not live at the Venetian,

but own property at the VGRCCA

Thanks again for joining, and through your email we send you our very informative newsletter, Parcels.
073117 - MeMbership inforMation forM

