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Parcels is a publication of the Venetian Golf and River Club Community Association (www.vgrcca.us) a voluntary, membershipbased organization founded in 2008. Its mission, primarily focusing on issues “outside the gates” is separate and distinct from
the Property Owners Association ( POA ) and the Venetian Community Development District ( VCDD)

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AT THE VENETIAN
Message from the President
While many of our residents are away for the summer, your Community Association board is here and hard at work. We are
attending planning commission meetings, attending water quality summits, speaking before city council and writing letters
to government officials. Don’t forget to read the article in this edition about our “recent win.” We cleaned Laurel Road, placed
flags for July 4, and trained our Hurricane Readiness Team ( HRT). All easier with your support! Thank you.
~ Diane Maskol
President, VGRC Community Association
Putting Up Your Hurricane Shutters
This is a reminder to our residents to prepare NOW for the time when your hurricane shutters may be needed. Pre Irma, the
situation at the Venetian was frankly a mess as many waited until the last minute to contact an individual who would put up
their shutters….only to find out they were booked. As a service to the community, the Community Association has listed on
its Wall of Something (www.vgrcca.us/wallofsomething) some local vendors who have indicated they provide a service of
placing shutters.
Special Care Team: HRT
As part of the Hurricane Readiness Team Plan, there is a team that deals with residents who may require special care. The
special care group might include those who may be permanently or temporarily non ambulatory or have other medical/
social needs that would require someone to check on them. In the beginning
of August, a special email blast will be sent to residents asking who requires
special care. The Special Care team will check on these individuals prior to and
after a potential hurricane in this area.

HURRICANE
READINESS TEAM
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Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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They Answered the Call
It was refreshing. They answered the call. On July 3rd,approximately 20 plus residents
came to the front gate for the purpose of placing flags throughout the community. It was
noted in the June Parcels, that only seven residents showed up for the Memorial Day
Flag Placement in May. The turnout this time was very gratifying. Thanks to all those
who volunteered on the 3rd to help with this patriotic project. The next all community flag
posting will be held on Friday, November 8th, 8:30 am, front gate, for Veterans’ Day
Weekend….might want to make a note on your calendar now.

The Bare Facts
Recently the VCDD Field Manager sent out an alert indicating that there was a bear sighting on property. In the spirit of the Daily
Planet’s Perry White, Parcels, wanted to bear down and follow up this story asking the ultimate question, “ Could there really
have been a bear on property?” First the sighting. It was made by one of our fine privacy guards. She spotted one bear on
Padova eating out of a garbage can early in the morning. The bear, frightened by the vehicle, scampered back into the woods.
Next, Parcels, sought out Dr. Katherine Clements, a naturalist, who is from the University of Florida Extension Service and who
has spoken a number of times at the Venetian. She said, “Yes, that could have been a bear passing through, although bears are
not known to habitat this area. The Myakka River may be an area to attract them.” Dr. Clements even passed along a source,
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bear/living/faqs/ for those who want more information on the furry fellow. We don’t
want to be a bearer of bad news but yes, it appears there was a bear on property. it didn’t harm anyone and is a rare occasion
at the Venetian. Bear in mind, that for Venetian “historians” this is the first time there has been a bear sighting.
HRT: ACTIVE TRAINING
Pictured to the right are a number of HRT residents
participating in a training exercise the week
of July 8th held at the Laurel Rd. Firehouse. A
representative from the Venice Fire Department is
also pictured assisting with the training.
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KEEPING AN EYE ON…
Breaking News - Community Association Position Wins!
Your Community Association has been working hard with government officials to help manage growth in this area. We
addressed city council and requested the city move ahead with a rezone of the land on Laurel across from Willow Chase
and the Treviso Grand Apartments, which resulted in a reduction of hundreds of homes allowed to be built there. In
addition, the property will have to have at least 50% of the land as open space. City Council approved this at their most recent
meeting. This is a big win, as the land already was approved for housing but at a much higher density rate, so this
move is very beneficial to us at the Venetian.

Next Up-Ensuring Laurel Road is Optimized for Venetian Residents
Many of our residents have expressed frustrations with Laurel Road—not the smoothest or prettiest road, not fully bike
friendly, and traffic starting to build. With the Sarasota Memorial Hospital coming in, as well as new communities along
Laurel, Jacaranda and Knights Trail in or close to development, we, the VGRC Community Association, pointed out to City
Council that traffic studies have shown this road is on its way to receiving an “F” grade. As a result, council has listened to
our position and has taken action. The Community Association has asked for a wider road to accommodate the increased
traffic, so we don’t get stuck, but a more aesthetic looking road with a center median as well. The Community Association
has also asked for bike lanes, and sidewalks, on both sides to safely accommodate our athletic community at the Venetian.
Council has directed staff to create this plan and timetable for review at their September 10, 2019 meeting. More
to come, but we are on our way.
Looking Out for You
Your Community Association is working on many other issues, all to ensure our little piece of paradise is preserved. We will
continue to keep you updated monthly.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

November Election: Mayoral Race
With current Mayor John Holic’s term expiring, it appears that there are three individuals who who have filed petition for the
open seat and will appear on the November ballot. They are Frankie Abbruzzino, Bob Daniels and Ronald Feinsod. We will
know officially as to whether there will be more candidates when the deadline closes on Friday, August 23rd, at noon. As in
past years, the VGRC Community Association will hold its Candidate Forum in early October to introduce these individuals.
Nearby Sherriff New Operations Center
Turning right on Laurel onto Honore, you will see construction on your left. That is the future site for the new Sheriff’s
Operation Center. It will be a 42,650 square foot building which will include twelve maintenance bays, six radio shops,
administrative area and a combination training/breakroom. The site will also store ancillary vehicles in a fully enclosed area.
It is projected to open in the fall, 2020.

Click on http://www.vgrcca.us/wall-of-something/
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The Price of Being at the Top
The good news is that the City of Venice finished 1st in the ChamberofCommerce.org list of best cities to live in Florida.
Applause to all those in our fine town responsible for creating a wonderful city that deserves the recognition. In line with
this award, recently City staff and Council dedicated the downtown area which we all know was under construction for
many years. If you want to see a “really cool” flyover of the renovated downtown area, click on (or paste in our browsers,
https://youtu.be/MdmJ6GFSx0k. It’s worth the look.
However, there is only one downside of being at the top. Once you tell your friends and relatives about this great rating and
the new downtown shopping area, the more they will want to come to visit and stay with you. Can’t help it… we’re just good!
Let us Join In…
On the applause and celebration for the U.S. Women’s National Team for winning the Women’s World Cup Title. A crowning
achievement!!!
Rain is good
As summer residents know, our community has had a rather extensive period of rain. We know in a state like Florida, rain is
important for the vegetation. One other good point about rain. According to the Venice Fire Department, they have responded
to a number of brush fires due to lightning strikes. With the current rain, the number of VFD runs have been reduced
significantly.
Indian Restaurant at Bird Bay
If you are looking for an excellent Indian restaurant nearby, go to Bird Bay Plaza on the 41 Bypass and visit “Tikka Indian
Cuisine.” Wonderful food and excellent service. You can get your meal as mild or hot as you want ( bring Tums if you want it
super-hot). They also have a variety of choices for vegans and vegetarians. Might want to try it before the season.
New Store for Golf and Tennis Enthusiast
Although it’s just not down the street, with as many tennis and golf enthusiast at the Venetian, Parcels wanted all to be aware
of the opening of the new PGA Superstore coming to Sarasota, opening on July Friday, July 27th. It is located in the area of
the University Town Center at 8563 Cooper Creek Blvd. You will find it one of the largest stores housing both tennis and golf
equipment.
VGRCCA Meeting Cancelled
The July meeting of the VGRCCA has been cancelled. The next meeting will be held on August. Normally the Board meets
the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 3 pm at the River Club with an opening section of the meeting open for public comments.
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UPC OMING MEE TING DAT E S

Venetian Calendar
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Upcoming meeting dates

