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Parcels is a publication of the Venetian Golf and River Club Community Association (www.vgrcca.us) a voluntary, membershipbased organization founded in 2008. Its mission, primarily focusing on issues “outside the gates” is separate and distinct from
the Property Owners Association ( POA ) and the Venetian Community Development District ( VCDD)

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, PARCELS!
It’s time to uncork the champagne to celebrate the tenth year anniversary of Parcels from Paradise, the
communication vehicle created by the VGRC Community Association. The first edition was published in June
2010. In the past decade we have distributed over 120 issues of the monthly newsletter or Pint Sized Parcels. Near
the end of this edition of Parcels, you can read the June 2010 edition. You will realize that as the community has
grown, so has the information contained in Parcels. Interestingly, we track our open rate for the email containing
Parcels and have found, on the average, about 85% of those who receive it electronically open the document.
The purpose of Parcels is connecting to the myriad of events and activities inside the gates such as the many
educational seminars hosted by the VGRCCA, Bike-O-Rama, Shredfest, CPR training and our most recent Candidate
Forum as well as key events “outside the gates.” With Parcels, residents have been kept abreast of key outside the
gate issues that impact our lives and property values and to report on the VGRCCA’s actions to lobby City Council
members on Venetian’s residents desires. The list is extensive and includes the building of the Jacaranda Extension,
the lobbying for a noise ordinance, the push for both a new neighborhood Publix’s and Sarasota Memorial HospitalVenice and more recently, the possibility of a proposed northeast park and the widening of Laurel Road. Parcels has
even covered inconsequential events such as the escaped cows that found hole 5 of the golf course a great place to
graze. Parcels has attempted to make each edition reader friendly, full of relevant news and occasionally, includes a
sprinkle of humor. We’ve obtained our story ideas from various sources…newspapers , resident suggestions, press
releases and just plain old keeping eyes and ears open to items we think will be of interest to our residents. Pint
Sized Parcels, the little brother/sister of Parcels was introduced during Hurricane Irma and was again published at
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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the beginning of the Covid 19 pandemic. Its purpose is to rapidly give our residents updates in a quick read format.
So do you remember 2010 when the first edition of Parcels was published? Below are events that may help you
refresh your memory:
• First iPad was released
• Barack Obama and John Moeckel were Presidents, USA and VGRCCA, respectively.
• Jeans with holes in them became a fashion trend
• The Winter Olympics were held in Vancouver
• Toyota Camry was the most popular car
• The San Francisco Giants won the World Series defeating the Texas Rangers
• The most played song was Need You Now by Lady Antebellum
• Phil Mickelson was Master’s Champion
• The average cost of gas was $2.96.
• The Saints beat the Colts in the Super Bowl
• Toy Story was the number one grossing movie
• The once popular Chrysler PT Cruiser was phased out.
• Jeff Bridges and Sandra Bullocks won Oscars, Best Actor/Actress
		and
• You were ten years younger!!
As with all editions, we welcome your comments, feedback and suggestions for stories.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Awards For Our Fine City
Top honors were announced for the 2020 America in Bloom National Awards Program.
Taking home two of the top honors for Florida is our own city of Venice.
Venice, Florida is named the Coolest Downtown Award and winner of the Outstanding Achievement Award for Landscaped
Areas. Nearly 275 communities from 43 states participate in the annual event, engaging more than 22 million people across
the country. Awards presented are based on how well a city reflects excellence in the areas of community vitality, floral
displays, landscaped areas, urban forestry, environmental efforts, celebration of heritage, overall impression, and community
involvement.
America in Bloom is an independent, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to promoting nationwide beautification
programs and personal and community involvement through the use of flowers, plants, trees, and other environmental and
lifestyle enhancements.
Muscle Cars and More
Paradise Grill, located in the strip center at Rt. 41 and Laurel will be hosting a Car Show on
Sunday, November 1st, from 11 am – 3 pm. Featured will be a number of classic cars, hot rods
and muscle cars all of interest to car enthusiasts. A raffle will also take place at the event.
Paradise Grill is also known and recognized for regularly distributing free food for the needy.
A Lifetime of Learning
Looking to increase your learning in the comfort of your own home. If so, take a look at the ACE, Sarasota County Schools:
Adult and Community Enrichment Program. They offer a wide variety of online classes as well as in person classes. Click on
their web site at ace-sarasota.com or call 941-361-6590. Those who have attended courses in the past have indicated that
it was a most positive learning experience.
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“Let’s Drop our Pens at 10 am”
When a substitute teacher appeared in the classroom, hopefully you were not that youngster who quietly and deviously passed
around a note to fellow classmates, telling them to drop their pens at an appointed time ( Ed. Note….Parcels has special intel
that will identify those residents who constructed this devious plan when they were in the 8th grade.) Knowing all the tricks,
now you can become that substitute teacher. The Sarasota County School District is putting out a call for substitute teachers,
especially critical during the pandemic. Applicants must have minimally an associate degree of 60 hours of college coursework
and pass a security check. If interested, contact the Sarasota County school District at ( 941) 927-9000.
Nearby Chaz 51 Restaurant
For those relatively new to this area, you will find an excellent restaurant nearby on Knight’s Trail Rd about one-half mile
down the road on the left. It’s Chaz 51 Steakhouse and we can promise that you will walk out, like others, stating what a
wonderful meal you had. Takeout orders and delivery are also available. They are open Tuesday – Sunday, from 3:30 pm –
8:30 pm. If you get there, tell Chef Charles you are one of the fine residents from the VGRCCA.
Another Win For Laurel Road Widening
Sometimes it seems we are only taking baby steps but we have scored two within the last month. On September 22, the
Sarasota County Commissioners unanimously approved a $400,000 funding agreement with the City for the Preliminary
Design of the Laurel Road widening project. On Oct 13,  City Council, by a vote of 6 to 1, agreed to enter into a PublicPrivate Partnership with Neal Communities for this first phase of this project.  This initial phase will look at three different
center median options as well as determine the impact of the power lines and underground waterlines on the south side of
East Laurel Road. It will also include detailed cost estimates for all three options.
As you may know, the discussion of this project has been ongoing locally for over three years. Its importance, however,
is recognized beyond our City as indicated by this short video clip taken during the approval of the funding by the County
Commissioners.  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m4490d975pgnx1l/reduced%20BOCC%20mtg%20discussing%20Laurel%20Road.mp4?dl=0
Your Community Association will keep you updated as further information becomes available.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATON UPDATES
Northeast Venice Parks Update
Your Community Association has been talking with the Director of Public Works for the City of Venice in order to further the
development of parks in our area. We have asked that a stakeholders committee be put together consisting of residents in
this area, to ensure our interests are represented. That was agreed to and a resolution is being put in front of City Council
this month to establish it. If the resolution is approved, that will be a significant step forward for us. Also watch your email
for a survey of types of amenities you would like to see in a park.
It’s That Time Again
It’s that time again -- as of December 31, memberships to the VGRCCA are up for renewal (unless you purchased a multiyear
membership). We thank those that have supported us, allowing for our totally volunteer organization to publish Parcels each
month. We also lobby the local government on behalf of Venetians to preserve your paradise. Further, the VGRCCA holds
many interesting and informative events, such as the Candidate Forum, Bike-O-Rama, Shredfest, CPR training and more,
and runs the Hurricane Readiness Team (HRT). All of this is made possible by your membership dues. Help us help you to
avoid numerous emails and mailings regarding your membership by checking the status of your membership at https://
www.vgrcca.us/membership/ and if you are due to renew, follow the instructions provided there or on the 2021 Membership
Enrollment Form included at the end of this edition of Parcels. Thank you for getting ahead of the game and renewing now.
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Highly Successful 2020 Candidate Forum
We salute the six candidates running for the CDD Board and whose names will appear on the November 3 ballot. Please
note that even though you may live in the Venetian, only registered Florida voters are eligible to vote for the three open CDD
seats. This has been a very active campaign perhaps the most active CDD campaign ever. The candidates have participated
in numerous “driveway get togethers” as well as writing up and distributing campaign literature. The six candidates were
featured in the 90 minute virtual Candidate Forum sponsored by the VGRCCA and open to viewers on October 8th. All
candidates were very highly prepared for the 90 minute taping of the Forum, discussing the key issues that impact our
community. No matter who ends up winning the CDD election, we must thank the six candidates for not only their time in
campaigning but their willingness to play a key leadership role in this community. We hope future elections whether it be for
the CDD, POA or VGRCCA, will draw a number of qualified candidates as we had this time. For you who have not seen the
Candidate Forum yet, please check your email from October 8th at 7:00 am which will give you the link to view it.
The Forum also included the two candidates vying for a seat on Venice City Council. Also featured at the Forum was Venetian
resident and Council incumbent, Mitzie Fiedler, who gave a quick update of progress made by City Council. She will also
be listed on your ballot but unopposed. For the link to the City Council part of the Candidate Forum, check your email from
October 7th at 12:30 pm.

FORUM PHOTOS
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“Parcels from Paradise.” All of this is made possible by your membership dues, for which we thank you.
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