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GET THOSE CALENDARS OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING...

Noted Astronaut Makes Virtual Encore Visit to the Venetian
Important news item…… we have an opportunity for another live webinar from the Johnson
Space Center, featuring NASA Astronaut Sunita Williams. Suni is a veteran of two space missions
Expeditions 14/15 and 32/33. She is currently training for a mission aboard Boeing’s Starliner
spacecraft, which will be the second crewed flight for that vehicle. In July 2015, NASA announced
Suni as one of the first astronauts for U.S. Commercial spaceflights. Subsequently, she started
working with Boeing and SpaceX to train to fly commercial crew vehicles, along with other chosen
astronauts. The new spacecraft systems will provide roundtrip crew transportation services to the International Space
Station. Suni’s last webinar with us was January 25 of this year and it was outstanding. She said, “this spaceflight will help
all of us understand a little bit more about how we live and work in space and further on for
our next program”. If you saw it, I’m sure you really enjoyed it and if you missed it, now is
your opportunity to get first-hand information on her next space mission. As we anxiously
await Suni’s launch date, join us for a live update on her training and mission status.
The webinar will start at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 10. To join Zoom
Meeting, paste the following link in your browser: tinyurl.com/z94w3bxp
Volunteers Needed for Veteran Day Flag Placement
On Thursday, November 11, 2021, 8 am, volunteers are needed to assemble in the Welcome
Center parking lot for the purpose of placing American flags on property to honor those who have
served. If there are enough volunteers, we will be able to place our flags throughout the entire
community rather than just the front entrance
Plant It and They Will Come Seminar
On Wednesday, November 17, 9 am, at the River Club, your Community Association will sponsor another excellent nature
program entitled, “ Plant It and They Will Come.” Get there early for free scones and coffee,
Find out about National Audubon Society’s “ Plant for Birds Program” and UF/FAS Florida Friendly Landscaping principles
to save our birds, pollinators and how to use sound conservation practices to help our environment. It is gardening with a
purpose to protect our valuable resources and help our endangered wildlife. This is a critical time for our planet as we face
the impact of climate change and loss of habitat for wildlife. Join us to discover how you can help our environment, wildlife
and the quality of our own lives.
Thank you for reading Parcels. If you have a story idea click on “reply” and let us know.
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KEEPING AN EYE ON…..
Laurel Road Project Continues to Make Progress
City Council voted unanimously to move forward with a key next step in the expansion of Laurel Road, to provide us with
a clear, safe and pretty thoroughfare. Thanks to those residents who sent emails on this topic to City Council—it helps. In
fact, Councilman Joe Neunder stated at the meeting, “We’ve had a huge amount of emails come in asking for this, so let’s
move on it.” Of course, the Venetian has two council members, Mitzie Fiedler and Rich Cautero ( soon to be leaving Council
at the end of his term), who have also been instrumental in the successful push to date.
Key next steps approved included (1) authorizing the completion of 100% of the engineering plans, (2) work to acquire
right of way for portions of the road, as necessary, (3) begin pursuing state grants and develop a full financial plan (note,
much of the funding will come from mobility fees, which is what developers pay to the County to cover needs caused by
new development). All this work will be done in conjunction with Sarasota County, which owns the road, as noted by City
Manager Ed Lavallee.
While this was a key step, there are a number of steps/approvals required ahead. Your Community Association will continue
to push for this to its completion.
Northeast Venice Parks - Recommendations Forthcoming
The Northeast Venice Parks Stakeholders Group is chaired by a member of the Community Association’s Board. The next
key meeting on the park is on November 16, when he and the Director of Public Works, James Clinch, will present the
recommendation for a park on Laurel Road to the Venice City Council. This recommendation is based on public input obtained
over the past few months, and the recommended site has been fully vetted. This Park is recommended to incorporate
pickleball courts, a children’s playground, a dog park, parking and bathroom facilities.
Rustic Road Development
If you head up to Knights Trail and make a right, and go past Toscana Isles, eventually you will come to Rustic Road. This
appears to be the next area for development around us. The planning commission recently approved developments named
Rustic Road North, with 296 single family homes, and Rustic Road South, with 400 single family homes. Purchasers of the
homes will be told up front that they are in proximity to a gun range (depending on the weather, occasionally gun shots can
be heard in the Venetian, which is much further away). Of note, much of Rustic Road is a narrow dirt road. The developer
will be building a new road that will actually extend under I-75 and hook up with Honore Avenue, providing us with another
route in this area.
Two Water Projects
The Community Association attended a workshop on Dona Bay, where the county is entering a phase two of the water
storage facility just north of us, with the goal of improving water quality and health of the watershed. It is expected to be
complete in late 2023. In addition, the Community Association attended the Planning Commission meeting where approval
was given to move forward with a water booster pump station and storage tanks. It will improve the level of potable water
and boost our water pressure. It will also have an emergency connect to Sarasota County water, in case the need ever arises.
The Community Association has been involved in this for quite a while, to ensure there isn’t a noise issue for our residents.
To mitigate this possibility, a building will be built around the pumps (done in our Northern Italian architecture style). The roof
of the building may be visible in the distance from one of the golf course holes. There will also be a nine-foot berm around it
constructed, topped with trees. Also of note is that the station will be powered by an adjacent new solar array field.
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JUST KEEPING YOU IN THE KNOW
Music to my Ears….Venice Style
The Venice Symphony kicks off its season off on November 19 and 20th,
with the program, “Brahms and the Boys”. Featured will be Thomas Hooten,
principal trumpet of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, on Haydn’s tourde-force Trumpet Concerto in E-Flat Major. The Venice Symphony is led by
Conductor Troy Quinn who is scheduled to speak at the VGRC in March as part
of the Community Association’s series of events and activities. For ticket information, visit; https://www.thevenicesymphony.
org/events/2019-20-concert-season/ The concerts are held at the Performing Arts Center on the campus of Venice High
School, convenient to residents of our community.
Lunch and Learn Sold Out!
The first Lunch and Learn was a “sellout” and enjoyed by those Community Association members attending. Dr. Roberts,
from the Center or Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine in Venice, provided a 45-minute presentation of all the medical details
related to possible injuries faced by active adults. Below are a few pictures from this event filled with great food and an
abundance of learning.

Golf Course Update
Although there has not been an official announcement, based on a few meetings with various
golf course committee members, it appears that the Heritage Golf Group out of Herndon, VA.
(https://www.heritagegolfgroup.com/) will be the purchaser of the golf course from the current
owners, The Lennar Corporation. No specific details have been given as to when Heritage will
officially take over the course although a source close to the transaction indicated that by the
end of November golf members will see the transition. At the local meetings, Heritage also
indicated they have purchased the Welcome Center, saying nothing about future plans for the
building.
It’s Open
That huge building at the corner of Pinebrook and Laurel, better known as Sarasota Memorial Hospital – Venice officially
opens on Monday, November 7th at 7 am. Welcome to the ‘hood!
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One Day Learning Opportunity
Here’s a great way to spend a day and keep the mind tuned. It’s called the One Day University and features some excellent
topics and speakers. For details, visit; tinyurl.com/puvu5tzx
Venice City Council Race Results
Congratulations to Helen Moore and James Boldt who were victorious in the recent Venice Council election. We also applaud
the three other candidates – Sandy Sibley, Chris Simmons and Jennifer Lewis- who also ran for office and spent many hours
campaigning. A competitive race gives voters options and allows the issues at hand to be debated.

Counting on Your Membership
Thank you to the overwhelming number of Venetians who are members of the Venetian Golf and River Club Community
Association. With your support, our totally volunteer organization is able to publish Parcels each month, lobby the Venice City
Council on behalf of Venetian residents to preserve your paradise, hold many interesting and informative events, such as the
Candidate Forum, Bike-O-Rama, Shredfest, CPR training, and more, and run the Hurricane Readiness Team (HRT). All of this
is made possible by your membership dues. Some of the outside of the gates initiatives we are actively working on presently
are collaborating with the City on plans to add a Northeast Venice Park, working on plans for the improvement of Laurel Road
to safely handle the expected increased traffic in the coming years, and ensuring the installation of a water booster station
north of the Venetian is completed without a noise issue for our residents. There is immeasurable value to our residents in
having the Venetian's voice heard at City Hall. We know that Parcels is also one of the favorite emails you see monthly in your
inbox. Whether you are here in Venice full time or part time, everyone loves reading about what is going on here. You can
check the status of your membership at https://www.vgrcca.us/membership/. If your membership is due to expire at year
end, please renew now to help us and to avoid the pesky emails and letters that we send out about renewals. If you are not
currently a member, we ask that you join, so that we may continue our work on your behalf. A Membership Enrollment Form
can be found at the end of this edition of Parcels.
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APPLICATION FORM: SHOW OFF
January 18, 2022, 9 am – 12 noon, River Club
INSTRUCTIONS/GUIDELINES
- Please complete all the items below
- The event will open at 9 am and end at noon. You as an exhibitor must set up no later than 8:45 am the day of
the event in order to be ready for our guests.
- Only those who are current members of the VGRC Community Association will receive consideration to be part of
Show Off
- If there are more applicants than space available, the VGRCCA will make a decision as to the exhibitors, with priority given to those who exhibited at the first Show off, two years ago.
- There must be no monetary exchange the day of the event for those who may be selling their product. However,
exhibitors may take requests from the guest in order to consummate a financial transaction after the River Club
has been cleared of all exhibitors.
NAME ________________________
EMAIL ________________PHONE __________________ ADDRESS __________________
TITLE OF EXHIBIT __________________
BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE EXHIBIT

WHAT APPEAL FACTOR(S) WILL YOUR EXHIBIT HAVE THAT WILL ATTRACT GUESTS TO YOUR EXHIBIT?

ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD?

Thank you for completing this application. Please submit this application to Dale Miller, the receptionist at the River Club.
We will contact you soon after the November 19 deadline for receiving an application.

Membership Enrollment Form

Thank you for joining the Community Association, which is dedicated to preserving your paradise. The
board of this volunteer organization interfaces with local government on key issues “outside the gates,”
such as ensuring our local waterways are clean and beautiful, helping prevent overdevelopment, and
reacting to any potential activity that can have an impact on your property value. The Community
Association also runs important initiatives inside the gates. These include the Hurricane Readiness Team
(HRT) and CPR training, activities to make your life easier, such as Shredfest and Bike-O-Rama, and
presentations on a variety of topics to keep you up to date and informed. We also publish the popular
“Parcels from Paradise.” All of this is made possible by your membership dues, for which we thank you.
There are two ways to become a member:
1. On-line at http://www.vgrcca.us/membership/.
We accept credit cards and use Pay Pal as our secure server.
2. Write a check, payable to VGRC Community Association and mail with this form to:
Treasurer
305 Martellago Dr.
North Venice, FL 34275
Membership Dues per Household (Please check appropriate line)
Membership Term
Membership Dues
_____ One Year

$30.00

_____ Two Years

$50.00

_____ Three Years (Best Offer)

$70.00

Member Information (Please Print)
Name

Additional Name

Preferred Telephone #

Preferred Telephone #

E-Mail Address

E-Mail Address

Venetian Address
Other Mailing Address

